CLOSING SERVICE
at
the 232 Windsor St. Campus
of
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sun Prairie, WI

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
We love that you are here today! We pray that your time with us today will bring
you closer to your Savior and to the believers with whom you worship. For your
convenience restrooms are located in the foyer by the library. There is a mother’s
room in the back of the sanctuary.

WE ARE HONORED BY YOUR PRESENCE
We would like to acknowledge your time with us today. Would you please fill out
a “Guest” card from the pew in front of you and drop it in the offering plate
during the service? Thank you!

TODAY’S FOCUS
This service marks a significant and historic change for Peace congregation. We
are saying “farewell” to the facility at 232 Windsor St. which has served us since
1952 and moving our entire ministry to a new campus on Stonehaven Dr. This
occasion gives us pause to reflect on all the blessings our Lord has showered on
us in this building. While there might be a sense of nostalgia, we are also filled
with a spirit of eager optimism as we anticipate the continued and increasing
blessings ahead of a growing ministry.

Order of Service
Bell
Organ & flute choir
The organist will introduce the hymn for the congregation. Please stand as we begin to sing
verse one.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng

DIALOGUE

Psalm 122

M: I rejoiced with those who said to me,
C: “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city solidly joined together.
That is where the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD.
To praise the name of the LORD according to the statute given to Israel.
There the thrones for judgment stand,
The thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.”
For the sake of my brothers and friends I will say,
“Peace be within you.”
Heavenly Father, we are gathered here within the walls of this church building to
give thanks for the long years you have permitted us to use this structure to your
service. Open our hearts now to your Word and fill us with gratitude for decades
of blessings past and with joyful anticipation of blessings to come, which you
generously give us in Word and Sacrament through your Son Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 90

Lord, you have been our dwelling place*
throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world,*
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,*
or like a watch in the night.
Refrain

You have set our iniquities before you,*
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
You turn mortals back to dust.*
You sweep them away in the sleep of death.
The length of our days is seventy years— or eighty, if we have the strength;*
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow.
Teach us to number our days aright,*
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

FIRST LESSON

Numbers 10:33-36

As the nation of Israel made their 40-year journey through the desert wilderness to the
promised land, Moses called out every morning and evening for the L ORD to accompany
them. In the same way, as we vacate this location to settle in a new location we pray for Christ
Jesus to accompany us. The LORD showed Himself to the Israelites in the form of a cloud.
Christ presents Himself to us in the form of Word and Sacrament.

HYMN

Christ Be Our Leader

Christ be our leader by night as by day,
Safe through the darkness,
for he is the way.
Gladly we follow, our future his care;
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

Christ be our teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for he is the truth.
Grant us to trust him, though shifting as
sand.
Doubt cannot daunt us - in Jesus we
stand!

SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 2:19-22

God’s Church is not made up of physical wood or stones. It consists of all the believers in
Jesus wherever they are. This reading serves as the basis for the sermon today.

HYMN

Christ Be Our Leader
Christ be our Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold us, for he is the life. Nor
Darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain Can
Touch our salvation - with Jesus we reign!

Please stand.

GOSPEL LESSON

John 4:19-26

The second half of the story of the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well is seldom heard. She is
concerned over the proper location of worshiping the true God. Jesus explains that location
doesn’t matter. God is Spirit. He seeks those who worship in spirit and in truth. He points to
Himself as the center of true worship.

CREED

I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with his
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way he calls,
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all
believers.
On the Last Day, he will raise me and all the dead, and will give eternal life
to me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ Is Our Cornerstone/ Pew Hymnal #528

SERMON

Ephesians 2:19-22
Theme: Christ’s Church lives on!

CREATE IN ME1

OFFERING
Members of Peace have committed to supporting the mission of this congregation with their
finances. Our guests are not expected to participate. We do ask that you fill out a “Guest”
card from the pew in front of you and drop it in the offering plate. Thank you!
If you would like to make a one-time offering by text, please see the information at the end of
this printed service.
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The choir will lead the singing of this response. Please sing along! While this song is unfamiliar
to the younger generations, many of our older members will remember it well as a regular
component of our worship from The Lutheran Hymnal published in 1941 which was used at Peace
until the current hymnal replaced it in 1993.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, God gave us the use of this building for 66
years as a place where he came to us in Word and Sacrament and where we
found our gracious God. Here our children were baptized and our sons and
daughters confirmed; couples were joined in marriage and our loved ones laid to
rest. Even though the highest heavens cannot contain him, in this place our Lord
himself was with us according to his promise, and from this place he sent us to
declare to the whole world his one, true, saving name. Now our God has
provided a new house of worship for us, and this building will no longer serve its
former purpose. Let us join our hearts in humble thanksgiving.
Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we honor you, we give thanks to you for
more than 6 decades of grace and blessings poured out on us in this building.
We thank you for the generations of believers who have passed through here,
who have been forgiven, restored, comforted, encouraged, enlightened,
equipped and saved by your Gospel message. For your grace and mercy…
We thank you, Lord.
Throughout the years, you have not failed to bless us with faithful pastors and
teachers, with spiritually committed lay leaders, with the abundant skills and the
willing hearts of your people, with the sacrifice of energies, time, convenience,
and finances offered to the praise of your name. For your Spirit and the
fellowship and common mission He has sustained among us these years past…
We thank you, Lord.
For the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, who has faithfully come to us in the form of
Word and Sacrament to forgive and save, who has created His kingdom of peace
out of the chaos of our hearts, who has led us like a Shepherd through the ages
and who will come again to lead us victoriously home to heaven…
We thank you, Lord.

Holy Trinity, God of grace, please do not leave us to proceed from this building
alone. Come with us. Go forth ahead of us. Lead us under a cloud of mercy and
protection. Settle us in our new facility to gather once again around your Word
and Sacrament where we will find light and life. Father, Son, Spirit, be our
enduring home and refuge which we need never leave. Lord, in your mercy…
Hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, continue to shepherd us. Let your Kingdom come and establish itself
in our hearts and in the hearts of many more people throughout Sun Prairie.
Continue to dwell with us as we trust in you. Bless our children. Comfort our
aged. Strengthen our families. Guide every individual who lives in your name. In
the years to come use every setback, sorrow or hardship to turn us back to you
and every joy, success or blessing to fill our hearts with your praise. Lord, in your
mercy…
Hear our prayer.
Spirit of Truth, keep us in the saving faith. Preserve our congregation that we may
remain faithful to the truth. Guard us from every force or influence in the world
that would want to harm or disperse your congregation or render us ineffective
as your witnesses. Let us shine with your good news and your love that many
souls will be drawn to you. Fill us with confidence as we go forward, that not even
the gates of hell will prevail against your Church. Lord, in your mercy…
Hear our prayer.
To you we offer these requests and all other petitions you would have us ask as
we join in the prayer your Son has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,2
Hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
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We are using the “older” version of the Lord’s Prayer to honor the generations who worshiped in
this building before us. We began using the newer version in the early 2000s. The meaning of the
Lord’s Prayer has not been changed.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

1) O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

2) Under the shadow of your throne
Your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

3) Choir: Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received its frame,
From everlasting you are God,
To endless years the same.

4) A thousand ages in your sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

5) Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly, forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6) O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Still be our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

Please stand.

PRAYER
Let us pray… Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom
that comes from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely
proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve
you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus
Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

Please be seated.

PEACE JUNIOR CHOIR (and Peace School alumni)

A Closing Prayer

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

RECESSIONAL
The presider will ask us to stand. Please wait until the processional cross is retrieved. The
processional cross will lead us out of the sanctuary. Please follow the cross starting with the
front row to the back.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WE ARE SO HAPPY YOU ARE WITH US TODAY!
Please stay for light refreshments in the fellowship hall after the service!

YOU CAN MAKE A ONE-TIME OFFERING ON YOUR PHONE
If you wish to make a one-time offering with a text message, send a text message
to (608)480-1612 with the amount you would like to contribute (example: 25).
Within a few seconds, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link
and enter your name (the name on your debit card) and debit or card
information. Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification
and a receipt of your donation via email. For future giving, send a text with the
amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! You can even text
“repeat” to make it a recurring donation. This is one of the fastest and easiest
ways to give. We hope you enjoy this new way to share your generosity, and we
thank you for supporting our ministry.

WHY ARE WE MOVING?
To put it briefly, we have simply outgrown this facility! It has served us well. But
we have built a new facility which includes:
1) Full daycare
2) Preschool
3) K-8 Grade school
4) Fellowship hall to serve temporarily as our worship space.
In the future we plan to build a sanctuary to meet the needs of our growing
congregation.
The Boys and Girls Club of Dane County have made an offer for this property
which has been accepted. Final closing will take place at the end of August.

TO WHERE ARE WE MOVING?
Peace congregation has a 13-acre campus at 1007 Stonehaven Dr. It is just off of
Bird St. and just north of Buck & Honey’s restaurant. It is part of the Liberty
Square development. Come and visit us there!

Within this Building
since 1952
there have been...
1040 baptisms,
1099 confirmations
308 weddings
404 funerals

To God be the glory!

NOTES FROM THE DEDICATION
This building was dedicated Sunday, December 7, 1952 with a morning service
(10:30), afternoon service (3:00) and an evening service (8:00). A meal was served
after the 3:00 service.
The guest preachers were Professor Walter Schumann of Northwestern College,
Watertown (10:30), Pastor Arnold Schroeder who served as the Institutional Ministry
chaplain in Milwaukee (3:00), and Pastor Gerhard Pieper of Saint Peter Lutheran
Church, Fond du Lac (8:00).
Interestingly, one of the services featured a guest organist -Pastor Kurt Eggert who
later chaired the committee that produced our current red hymnal, Christian
Worship.
The resident pastor at Peace at the time of dedication was Pastor Emil Toepel who
served 1951-1958. Pastor Ardin Laper arrived in 1959.
The original structure was built and furnished at a total cost of $112,000.00

Here are some excerpts from an explanation of this structure written by the architect
for the dedication of this building in 1952.
Ours is a beautiful, modern ecclesiastical structure; plain, practical and useful; it should
amply serve us, and those to follow, for many years to come. The overall size of our new
church is one hundred and five feet in length by seventy two feet in width.
The Chancel is a masterpiece of modern, efficient planning. The rear wall of red brick with
its triple crosses typifying the Holy Trinity; the planting box with its shrubs and flowers
reminding us of God’s handiwork; the pecky-cypress east wall reminiscent of the wood
crosses on Calvary; the four steps to the altar each a token to one of the four Evangelists;
the altar itself, a massive stone block with the abbreviation for Jesus’ name inscribed for all
to see; the communion rail, offering us the opportunity to partake of Christ’s flesh and
blood; the pulpit from where the Word is spoken - all emphasize our longing to worship
here in spirit and in truth.
There is no happenstance in modern design. All things are done with, and for, a purpose. In
our case this can be recognized in the cost of our new edifice. We have a large, well-planned
church built according to all the best practices of construction. No expense was stinted on
materials or workmanship. The complete cost of our building runs to but twenty five dollars
per square foot, which price could never have been duplicated had we requested our
architects to design us a building in some traditional style.

