PENTECOST 14
Jesus, the Bread of Life:
Only He has the words of eternal life.
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THE COMMON SERVICE
OPENING HYMN

Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus | 348

PLEASE STAND

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie
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God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of
the Holy Spirit.1
Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY TO GOD2

1

Notice the same words spoken at your Baptism! To receive the announcement that your sins are forgiven
by the Triune God is an ongoing blessing from your Baptism.
2
This is our reaction to being forgiven! The “Glory to God” is pure gospel. It praises the Triune God for
what He has done to save us. Beginning with the angels’ song of praise (Luke 2:14) its use in worship dates
back to the 4th century.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY3
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray… Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope and love;
and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Exodus 7:8-13

3

The pastors do not write this prayer. They are pre-set for each Sunday of the year and used year after year.
Most of them are many centuries old. The purpose of the Prayer of the Day is to ask the Lord’s blessing
from the Scripture Lessons we are about to hear.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

40

I waited patiently for the LORD;
he turned to me and heard my cry.
Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD;
may your love and your truth always protect me.
For troubles without number surround me;
my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see.
They are more than the hairs of my head,
and my heart fails within me.
Be pleased, O LORD, to save me;
O LORD, come quickly to help me.
Refrain

I waited patiently for the LORD;
he turned to me and heard my cry.
He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear and put their trust in the LORD.
Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust,
who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false gods.
Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done.
The things you planned for us no one can recount to you;
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were I to speak and tell of them,
they would be too many to declare.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

SECOND LESSON4

Hebrews 11:24-28

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death
and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. Alleluia. (2 Co 5:19)

PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL

John 6:60-69

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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You are experiencing what worshipers experienced two thousand years ago. Worship leaders in the early
Church would read excerpts of Scripture to the worshipers. Even Jesus did this in a regular worship service
(Luke 4:16-21) and so did early congregations under Saint Paul (Colossians 4:16).
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CREED
I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ,
my Lord, or come to him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all
believers.
On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and
all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.
PLEASE BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY

Take the World, but Give Me Jesus | 355

SERMON

Exodus 7:8-13
THEME: “We are better equipped to set people free.”
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PLEASE STAND WHEN PRESIDER INDICATES

CREATE IN ME5

PLEASE BE SEATED

5

The words to this liturgical song are taken from Psalm 51. This is our earnest response to the sermon we
have just heard. The Holy Spirit works through God’s Word to “create a pure heart and renew a right spirit”
within us.
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OFFERING6
Visitors need not feel obliged to participate in this offering. We do ask you to fill out a
“Connection” card from the pew in front of you and drop it in the offering plate or give it to an
usher. Thank you!
Members of Peace have committed themselves to financially supporting the ministry of Peace.
They consider their offering to be a deliberate act of worshiping God.
PLEASE STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (A Litany of Thanksgiving in Suffering)
I praise you, Lord, for everything you have ever taken away from me or refused to give
me.
For I trust you to remove anything that might stand between me and my Savior.
Thank you, God, for every trouble you allow into my life.
For through each sorrow, you draw me closer to your Word and promises.
Father, I laud you for the loved ones you have called to yourself.
For through your loving actions, you not only rescue your children from the
sorrows of this life, you also remind us who remain to prepare for eternity.
Savior, I express my sincere appreciation for never having enough money.
For with every penny you withhold, you turn me to the one thing needful and
lead me to pray for my daily bread.
I exalt you, King of Creation, for the hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, tsunamis,
blizzards, and floods you allowed this past year.
For by these, you warn the wicked of your impending judgment and provide
believers channels for their charity.

6

Two more responses to hearing God’s Word are that we offer Him our lives, along with our material
blessings, and we pray on each other’s behalf.
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Jesus, Head of the Church, thank you for not revealing how you will rescue your
people in the face of seemingly impossible problems.
For by withholding your answer, you lead us not to rely on our human wisdom
and to trust implicitly your divine wisdom and protection.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

At every turn in life, turn our hearts to true repentance and sincere thanksgiving.
So when you say, “All things work together for good,” I come to trust that you
really mean “all things.” Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is
with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name
and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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PLEASE BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members
of Peace and churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see
inside the front cover of this bulletin. Thank you.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence |361
Christ, the Word of God Incarnate |750
God Loved the World So that He Gave |391
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Christ, the Word of God Incarnate

750
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PLEASE STAND WHEN PRESIDER INDICATES.

COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in the true faith into life everlasting. Your sins are forgiven. The peace of
God is with you.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING
SONG OF SIMEON
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