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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
November 22, 2018 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We love that you are here today!  The library in the back serves as a quiet room for 
parents with children and still enables you to participate in the service. Restrooms are in 
the hallway to the right and also across the hall on the right side, opposite the school 
office.   

Please take a few moments to fill out a “Connection Card” located in the pocket on the 
back of one of the seats in front of you.  The completed card can be placed in the 
collection plate during the thank offering in the worship service.   

TODAY’S FOCUS 
The theme for our Thanksgiving worship comes from the encouragement of St. Paul in 1 
Thessalonians 5:18: Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.  The Lord didn’t just have Paul write those words, God helped him to live 
them.  You can read in Philippians how St. Paul was able to be content in both plenty and 
in great difficulty by relying on the Lord and His promises for strength.  The Lord enabled 
Paul’s heart to be filled with thanksgiving even when he was imprisoned for teaching 
about Christ.  We pray the Holy Spirit would strengthen our hearts through His Word, 
that we too may be ready to give Thanks to God in all circumstances and at all times.   

THANKSGIVING DAY OFFERING  
The offering on Thanksgiving Day will be divided evenly and given toward the tuition 
expenses of Peace members who are studying for the ministry at Martin Luther College.  
We currently have six students there: Nate Kapanke, Alexandra Kohlstedt, Emily 
Raymond, Nathan Riley, Gerald Weber and Maria Werre.   For more information about 
Martin Luther College, our Synod’s school of ministry, see the inside of the back cover of 
this worship folder.   

THANKSGIVING TREE  

Take a closer look at the colored paper leaves on the tree in the entryway and you will find 
blessings for which the children of Peace School give their thanks to the Lord.   
 
Flowers adorning the chancel were provided by Tim & Debbie Hatfield – giving 
thanks to God for family, friends, good health, and all the blessings God has bestowed 
on them. 
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Give Thanks in All Circumstances  
(1 Thessalonians 5:18) 

 
OPENING HYMN    For the Fruit of His Creation | 611 
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M:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:   Amen.  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
Lord of Life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
   For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
   For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
   For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy God 
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: 
 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen  (spoken) 

DIALOGUE OF THANKSGIVING FROM PSALM 100  

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.   

Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us,  
and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and praise his name.   

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  
his faithfulness continues through all generations. 
 



4 

 

Senior Choir      “Let All Things Now Living”  

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God the Creator triumphantly raise, 
Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
Who guideth us on to the end of our days. 
God’s banners are o’er us; His light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
Till shadows have vanished And darkness is banished, 
As forward we travel from light into light. 
 
His law he enforces; The stars in their courses 
And sun in its orbit obediently shine. 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 
The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing. 
With glad adoration a song let us raise 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving: 
“To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!” 
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 PART ONE:  Give thanks to the Lord…in Plenty 
 Deuteronomy 8:10-18 

HYMN     O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made | 481 
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 PART TWO:  Give thanks to the Lord…in Difficulty 
 Habakkuk 3:17-19 

HYMN    We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer | 609 

 
 

  

 

 

 



7 

 

 PART THREE:  Give thanks to the Lord…for Difficulty 
 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

HYMN    How Firm a Foundation | 768 
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 PART FOUR:  Give thanks to the Lord…for Forgiveness 
 Psalm 103:1-5, 8-12 

 
HYMN    Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven | 388 
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 PART FIVE:  Give thanks to the Lord…in Death 
 Philippians 1:20-24 

 

HYMN     For Me to Live Is Jesus | 606  
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THANK OFFERING  

 

Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering. We do ask you to fill out a 
“Connection” card from the back of the chair in front of you and drop it in the offering plate or 
give it to an usher. Thank you! 
 

Members of Peace have committed themselves to financially supporting the ministry of Peace. 
They consider their offering to be a deliberate act of worshiping God. 
 

Please Stand 

 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

   

   LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
       hallowed be your name, 
       your kingdom come, 
       your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

        Give us today our daily bread. 
        Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  
who sin against us. 

        Lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil, 

 For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours   
 now and forever. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE OF THANKSGIVING FROM PSALM 118 

M:  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  
C:   his love endures forever.  

       Let those who fear the LORD say:  
"His love endures forever." 

 "The LORD's right hand has done mighty things! The LORD's right hand is lifted 
high;  
The LORD's right hand has done mighty things!"  

 
I will not die but live,  
and will proclaim what the LORD has done.  
 
I will give You thanks, for You answered me;  
You have become my salvation.  

 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
 his love endures forever.   

BLESSING 

   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
   The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
   The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 

Please be seated for the closing hymn on the following page. 
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CLOSING HYMN    Now Thank We All Our God | 610 
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MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE 
Martin Luther College (MLC) is owned and operated by the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS).  Named after pastor, professor and reformer, Martin Luther who 

lived 1483 to 1546 in Germany, MLC is located on a wooded hill overlooking the city of 

New Ulm, MN south of the Twin Cities. MLC exists solely to train future pastors, teachers, 

and staff ministers for the public ministry in the WELS.   

 

Because it has a single purpose—preparation for public ministry—the campus family is 

united by shared goals, a sense of community, and a vibrant campus culture: one based on 

the gospel of Jesus Christ and marked by spiritual growth through God’s Word, service, 

and mission-mindedness.  Daily chapel, religion classes, Bible studies, and service projects 

provide opportunities to worship, to learn, and to serve.  Currently over 750 students are 

enrolled at MLC.  For more information on your WELS college of ministry check out 

MLC’s website at  mlc-wels.edu. 

  

YOU CAN MAKE A ONE-TIME OFFERING ON YOUR PHONE 

If you wish to make a one-time offering with a text message, send a text message 
to (608)480-1612 with the amount you would like to contribute (example: 25).  Within a 
few seconds, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register.  Click on the link and enter your 
name (the name on your debit card) and debit or credit card information.  Once your 
registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation 
via email.  For future giving, send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will 
process automatically! You can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation.  This is 
one of the fastest and easiest ways to give.  We hope you enjoy this new way to share your 
generosity and we thank you for supporting our ministry. 
  

 SERVING IN WORSHIP 
  

Presider  ............................................................................................................... Rev. Shaun Arndt 
Organist ...........................................................................................................   Mrs. Jennifer Werre 
Choir ...................................................................................................................  Jennifer Werre dir. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  
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