GATHERING RITE
LEAD US TO YOUR LIGHT
The presider introduces the refrain. Then the congregation repeats the refrain and sings
it as indicated.

Lord, we await your coming to our world;
Bring us the gift of salvation. Refrain
Lord, you are hope and healing for our world;
Come, now, and bring us your good news. Refrain
Come, O come, O come, Emmanuel;
Come with us on earth here to dwell. Refrain
Rouse us from sleep, wake us from our slumber;
Banish the darkness of night. Refrain
Child of the light and love beyond all telling,
Fill our hearts with wonder and praise. Refrain
PLEASE STAND.
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GREETING
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
The Lord Jesus comes to us and offers his grace and love. It is good for us to repent of
our sins and to plead for his mercy.
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom. Lord, have
mercy.

You come in Word and Sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. Christ, have mercy.
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You will come in glory with salvation for your people. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

ABSOLUTION
The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, he
forgives us our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

SONG OF PRAISE (Gloria in Excelsis)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray… Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Nehemiah 8:9-18

9Then

Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites, who helped the
people understand, said to all the people, “Today is holy to the LORD your God. Do not
mourn or cry!” because all the people were crying as they heard the words of the Law.
10Nehemiah said to them, “Go, eat rich food and drink sweet drinks and send portions to
those who have nothing prepared, because today is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, because
the joy of the LORD is your strength.”
11Then

the Levites silenced all the people, saying, “Hush! Today is holy. Do not grieve.”

12All

the people went to eat and drink and to send portions to others and to celebrate with
great joy, because they understood the words that had been made known to them.
13Now

on the second day, the heads of the families of all the people, the priests, and the
Levites were gathered around Ezra the scribe to study the words of the Law. 14They found
written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses, that the Israelites
should dwell in temporary shelters during the festival of the seventh month, 15and that they
should proclaim this and make this announcement in all their cities and in Jerusalem: “Go
out to the mountains and bring branches from olive trees, wild olive trees, myrtle bushes,
date palms, and leafy trees to make shelters, as it is written.”
16So

the people went out and brought branches and made shelters for themselves. Each man
made a shelter on his roof. They also made shelters in their courtyards, in the courtyards of
the house of God, in the square by the Water Gate, and in the square by the Ephraim Gate.
17The entire congregation that had returned from the captivity made shelters and stayed in
the shelters. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not
celebrated in this way, because there was very great joy. 18Ezra also read from the Book of
the Law of God every day, from the first day to the last day of the festival. They celebrated a
festival for seven days, and on the eighth day they held an assembly according to the
ordinance.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 14

The fool says in his heart, “There /is no God.”
They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one /who does good.
The LORD looks down from heaven on the /sons of men
to see if there are any who understand, any /who seek God.
All have turned aside, they have together be/come corrupt;
there is no one who does good, not /even one.
Refrain
Will evildoers /never learn—
those who devour my people and do not call /on the LORD?
You evildoers frustrate the plans /of the poor,
but the LORD is their /refuge.
Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of /Zion!
When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, let Israel rejoice /and be glad!
Glory be to the Father and /to the Son
and to the Holy /Spirit,
as it was in the be/ginning,
is now, and will be forever. /Amen.
Refrain
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SECOND LESSON

Philippians 4:4-7

4Rejoice

in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

VERSE OF THE DAY
We light three Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the light of the world. He came to defeat
the prince of darkness.
We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John proclaimed
him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
We hear his call to see the light.
We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
PLEASE STAND.
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GOSPEL OF THE DAY

Luke 3:7-18

7So

John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “You offspring of
vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore produce fruits in
keeping with repentance! Do not even think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our father,’ because I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these
stones. 9Even now the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not
produce good fruit is going to be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
10The crowds began to ask him, “What should we do then?”
11He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should share with the person who has none,
and whoever has food should do the same.”
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said, “Teacher, what should we do?”
13To them he said, “Collect no more than what you were authorized to.”
14Soldiers were also asking him, “And what should we do?”
He told them, “Do not extort money from anyone by force or false accusation. Be satisfied
with your wages.”
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John could
be the Christ. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But someone mightier
than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean
out his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire.”
18Then with many other words, he appealed to them and was preaching good news to the
people.

PLEASE BE SEATED.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Arise, O Christian People | 14
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SERMON

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice because the Lord is near!

PLEASE STAND WHEN PRESIDER INDICATES.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED.
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OFFERING
Members of Peace support their Gospel work together with this offering. Our guests are not
expected to participate in it.
We do ask that you fill out a “connection card” and drop it in the offering plate.
If you would like to make a one-time offering via text, please see the instructions in the cover of
this worship folder. Thank you.

PLEASE STAND WHEN PRESIDER INDICATES.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Come, dear Savior. We long for your appearing! Come to cheer us with your promises, as
you once cheered your ancient people through their long night of waiting and watching.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Come to restore our hope. Rouse us from the slumber of despair; lift our hearts from petty,
earthbound goals; and direct our eyes above, from where you will soon come to make all
things right again. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Come and work in us a godly grief and a genuine sorrow over sin. Forgive us for the
shameful way we have dishonored you and the shabby way we have dealt with one another.
Through your mighty Word, stir up in us a ceaseless yearning to give ourselves to others, as
you have given yourself for us. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Come also to rekindle our joy as we prepare to celebrate your first coming. Do not permit a
frenzied busyness to rob us of your peace or to deprive us of times to ponder and to wonder
at your Word. Set our hearts apart from the bustle and the clamor and the jostle of these
days. Fill us with the quiet delight of finding you in the manger, and keep hearts and minds
undisturbed by the great throng that streams by uncaring. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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We pray also for those enduring sorrow, for those undergoing spiritual trial, and for those
whose restless hearts have no knowledge of your coming. Comfort, strengthen, and
illumine them with the sweet peace born of your love, and keep them in the way of peace by
your Holy Word. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

Come quickly, dear Lord, and fill our longing eyes with the light of your coming! We wait, we
keep watch, and in you we put our hope.
Amen.
Followed by:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks he broke and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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PLEASE BE SEATED.
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THE DISTRIBUTION
Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members of
Peace and churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see the first page
of this worship folder. Thank you.
Distribution Hymns (Red Hymnal)

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel | 23
O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild | 366
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers | 7

PLEASE STAND.

COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may this true body and blood of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen and
preserve you in the true faith into life everlasting. Your sins are forgiven. The peace of God
is with you.
Amen.

PRAYER
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us
strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
PLEASE REMAIN STANDING FOR CLOSING HYMN.
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CLOSING HYMN

Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | 12

PLEASE BE SEATED.

SILENT PRAYER & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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