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GROW IN PEACE CHILDREN 
 

Children will be walked in by the teachers and the pastor will dismiss the children to sit with 
their parents after the children’s sermon.  
 
“A Tiny Little Baby” (Fingerplay) 
 

A tiny little baby, (pretend to rock a baby) 
A-sleeping in the hay, (place hands folded by cheek) 
His name is Baby Jesus, (put hands high in the air) 
He came to Earth today!  
Who is this friend who forgives our sins? 
His name is JESUS!  
Jesus is for you, and Jesus is for me! (point at crowd, point at self) 
Come and see, come and see! (come here motion) 
 
 

“Away in a Manger”  (Vs. 1) 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
 

Bible Recitation – Luke 2:9-12 
 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
 

“Away in a Manger” (Vs3) 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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GATHERING RITE 

 

LEAD US TO YOUR LIGHT 

 The presider introduces the refrain. Then the congregation repeats the refrain and sings 

it as indicated. 

 

 

  

  
Lord, we await your coming to our world;  

 Bring us the gift of salvation. Refrain 
 
 Lord, you are hope and healing for our world; 
 Come, now, and bring us your good news. Refrain 
 
 Come, O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
 Come with us on earth here to dwell. Refrain 
 
 Rouse us from sleep, wake us from our slumber; 
 Banish the darkness of night. Refrain 
 
 Child of the light and love beyond all telling, 
 Fill our hearts with wonder and praise. Refrain 

 

PLEASE STAND. 
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GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all 
 

 
 

 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

The Lord Jesus comes to us and offers his grace and love. It is good for us to repent of  
our sins and to plead for his mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

 
 
 

You come in Word and Sacrament to strengthen us in holiness.  
Christ, have mercy. 
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You will come in glory with salvation for your people. Lord, have mercy.  
 

 
 
May almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.   
Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, he 
forgives us our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen.  

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray…    Stir up you power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sin; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever: 
 

Amen. 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED. 
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THE WORD 
 

SERMON                 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of 
our God because of you?  10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again 
and supply what is lacking in your faith.  
 

11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to 
you. 12May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone 
else, just as ours does for you.  13May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with 
all his holy ones.  

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                  Savior of the Nations, Come | 2  
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FIRST LESSON  Genesis 19:15-17, 23-29   
 

15When the dawn came, the angels urged Lot, “Get going! Take your wife and your two 
daughters who are here, so that you will not be swept away by the guilt of the city.” 16But 
Lot was taking too much time, so the men grabbed his hand, his wife’s hand, and the hands 
of his two daughters, because of the LORD’s compassion for him. They led him out and 
placed him outside of the city. 17Then when they had taken them out, one of them said, “Run 
for your life! Don’t look behind you, and don’t stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the 
mountains, so that you are not swept away!”  
 

23The sun had risen over the land when Lot came to Zoar. 24Then the LORD rained on Sodom 
and Gomorrah sulfur and fire out of the sky from the LORD. 25He overthrew those cities, as 
well as all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and whatever grew in the soil.  
 

26But Lot’s wife, who was behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.  
 

27Abraham got up early in the morning and went to the place where he had stood before the 
LORD. 28He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and all the land of the plain. As he 
looked, he saw that the smoke from the land was going up like the smoke from a kiln.  
 

29And so when God destroyed the cities of the plain, God remembered Abraham and brought 
Lot out through the middle of the devastation, when he overthrew the cities where Lot had 
lived.  
    

  
 
VERSE OF THE DAY  
 

 We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus who is coming again. He will come to  
 gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead. 
 

 We remember Jesus who will come at the end of time.  None of us knows what day  
 that will be. 
 

 We hear his call to watch. 
 

 We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                 Psalm 14       
 

 
 
The fool says in his heart, “There /is no God.” 
      They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one /who does good. 

 

The LORD looks down from heaven on the /sons of men 
                      to see if there are any who understand, any /who seek God. 

 

All have turned aside, they have together be/come corrupt; 
there is no one who does good, not /even one. 
 

Refrain 
 

Will evildoers /never learn— 
those who devour my people and do not call /on the LORD? 

 

You evildoers frustrate the plans /of the poor, 
but the LORD is their /refuge. 

 

Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of /Zion! 
    When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, let Israel rejoice /and be glad! 

 

Glory be to the Father and /to the Son 
and to the Holy /Spirit, 

as it was in the be/ginning, 
is now, and will be forever. /Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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PLEASE STAND. 
 

 
GOSPEL OF THE DAY Luke 21:25-36 
 

25“There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And on the earth nations will be in 
anguish, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the surging waves, 26people fainting from 
fear and expectation of the things coming on the world, for the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. 28But when these things begin to happen, stand up and lift up your heads, because 
your redemption is near.”  
 

29He told them a parable. “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30As soon as they are 
sprouting leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is actually near. 31So 
also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Amen I 
tell you: This generation will not pass away until all these things happen. 33Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  
 

34“Watch yourselves or else your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, 
and the worries of this life, and that day may come on you suddenly. 35For it will come like a 
trap on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36Stay alert all the time, praying 
that you may be able to escape all these things that are going to happen and that you may be 
able to stand before the Son of Man.”  
   

  
 

PLEASE BE SEATED. 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day be rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven  
    and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED. 

 
 
 
OFFERING 
 

Members of Peace support their Gospel work together with this offering. Our guests are not 
expected to participate in it. 
 

We do ask that you fill out a “connection card” and drop it in the offering plate. 
 

If you would like to make a one-time offering via text, please see the instructions in the cover of 
this worship folder. Thank you 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send 
the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 

works of the devil. 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 
and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it 
to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days 
before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

Followed by:    

 Our Father in heaven,   hallowed be your name,  
 your  kingdom come,    your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING    
 

 Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one  
 another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 

 Amen. 

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN  Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes  | 12 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SILENT PRAYER & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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