THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD - CHRISTMAS EVE
M(inister): In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C(ongregation): Amen.
M: Christ the Savior is born!
C: Oh come, let us adore him.
Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, Born the King of angels.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
C: The light is shining in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.
M: For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned.
C: We have seen the glory of the Christ, the glory of the only Son of the Father,
full of grace and truth.
God from true God, and Light from Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, to earth he comes,
Only begotten Son of God the Father.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
M: To us a child is born. To us a Son is given.
C: In him was life, and the life was the light of mankind
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n,
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
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M: O loving God, you once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Turn our thoughts toward Bethlehem and the Christ child. May the words of
Scripture we hear tonight remind us again that the old story is ever so new. May the
carols we sing tonight reveal to us again the mystery of his birth. May the candles we
see tonight symbolize for us your Son as the Light of the world. May all who have
known that Light on earth come to the full measure of its joys in heaven.
C: Help us, O Lord, in our worship this night. Amen.
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above.
Glory to God, all Glory in the highest.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Narration:
In the darkest of times, God’s prophet Isaiah would remind God’s people that the Savior was
coming and what he would accomplish for all people:
Recitation Grades 7-8:
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep
darkness a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:2,6)
Narration:
Later, God proclaimed his promise again through the prophet Jeremiah:
Recitation Grades 5-8:
“In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he
will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The Lord Our Righteous
Savior.” (Jeremiah 33:15,16)
Narration:
Finally, four hundred years before the Savior was born, the last prophecy was given through
Malachi:
Recitation Grades 4K-8:
“For you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays.”
(Malachi 4:2)
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Narration:
God repeated his promise of a Savior throughout the time of the Old Testament, and God
would keep his promise!
CHILDREN’S SONG

Away in a Manger | Grades 4K-3

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with you there.
Narration:
When all things were ready, God sent his Son, Jesus, to be the Savior of the world. This event,
the greatest in the history of the world, took place in humble circumstances.
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL
Recitation Grades 3-4:
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of
Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged
to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby
to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:1-7)
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Recitation Grades 1-2:
“There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.’
Recitation Grades 4K-8:
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor
rests.’” (Luke 2:8-14)
Recitation Grades 1-4 boys:
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about
this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
Recitation Grades 1-4 girls
But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were
just as they had been told.” (Luke 2:16-20)
HYMN

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing | 61vs. 1-3

Children:
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all you nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’ angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
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Congregation
2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail th’ incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
3 Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth,
Born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
LESSON

1 John 1:1-9

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have observed and our hands have touched regarding the Word of Life—
2the life appeared, and we have seen it. We testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which
was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We are proclaiming what we have seen and
heard also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us. Our fellowship is with the Father
and his Son Jesus Christ. 4We write these things to you so that our joy may be complete.
5This is the message we heard from him and proclaim to you: God is light. In him there is
no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him but still walk in darkness, we are
lying and do not put the truth into practice. 7But if we walk in the light, just as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses
us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

5

HYMN

O Little Town of Bethlehem | 65
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LESSON

Isaiah 9:2-7

2The

people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned.
3You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy.
They rejoice before you like the joy at harvest time,
like the celebration when people divide the plunder.
4For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them.
You have broken the bar on their shoulders and the rod of their oppressor,
as you did in the day of Midian.
5Every boot that marched in battle
and the garments rolled in blood will be burned.
They will be fuel for the fire.
6For to us a child is born.
To us a son is given.
The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders.
He will be named:
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God,
Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
7There will be no limit to his authority
and no end to the peace he brings.
He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness
from now on, into eternity.
The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this.
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HYMN

Now Sing We, Now Rejoice | 34

SERMON

Isaiah 9:2-7
We need this Light
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HYMN

To Shepherds as They Watched by Night | 53
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THANK OFFERING
Members of Peace support their Gospel work together with this offering. Our guests are not
expected to participate in it.
If you would like to make a one-time offering via text, please see the instructions in the cover of
this worship folder. Thank you.
OFFERTORY PIANO DUET

In the Bleak Midwinter

In the bleak midwinter, frost wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But his mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

10

Eugénie Rocherolle, arr.

CHRISTMAS PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name!
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone;
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne.
The bread that we yearn for provide us each day;
As we forgive others, our sins take away;
In times of temptation, to lead us be near;
From evil deliver your children most dear.
For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign.
And yours is the power; all things you maintain.
To you be the glory, resounding again
From all of creation, forever! Amen.
BLESSING
M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with
such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal
life.
And the blessing of God Almighty — the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit — be upon
you and remain with you always.
C: Amen.
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M: God, who once said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus,
our Lord.
HYMN

Silent Night! Holy Night | 60
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