ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE
Please silence your cell phones. Thank you.

OPENING CONCERTATO

“Let All Together Praise Our God”

Richard W. Gieseke

All
1. Let all together praise our God
Before his glorious throne;
Today he opens heav’n again
To give us his own Son,
To give us his own Son.

Choir
2. The Father sends him from his throne,
To be an infant small,
And lie here poorly mangered now
In this cold, dismal stall,
In this cold, dismal stall.

3. Within an earth-born form he hides
His all-creating light;
To serve us all he humbly cloaks
The splendor of his might,
The splendor of his might.

4. He undertakes a great exchange,
Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us his realm,
His glory, and his name,
His glory, and his name.

5. He is a servant, I a Lord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ child’s love!
No truer friend than he,
No truer friend than he.

6. He is the key and he the door
To blessed paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

7. Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise you evermore.
Please stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP
M: May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom. 14:5,6)
C: And may the Lord be with you.
Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When the LORD restores the
fortunes of his people,
Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad! (Ps 14:7)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAISE AND PRAYER
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
SONG OF MARY

(Tune: Vom Himmel Hoch)

1. My soul now magnifies the Lord:
My spirit shall in God rejoice.
My humble state he did regard,
Exalting me by gracious choice.

2. Henceforth shall people call me blest,
For great things he has done for me.
The mighty God is now my guest;
The Holy One has set me free.

3. His mercy is on all who fear,
Who trust in him from age to age.
His arm of strength to all is near;
The proud he scatters, though they
rage.

4. He brings down rulers from their seat
And raises those of low degree.
He fills the hungry souls with meat;
The rich depart in poverty.

5. He helped his servant Israel,
Rememb’ring his eternal grace,
As from of old he did foretell
To Abraham and all his race.

6. So praise with me the Holy One,
Who comes in all humility.
To our Redeemer, God’s own Son,
Be glory in eternity!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray… Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free
from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 52:7-10
(Lector: Gerald Weber, Freshman, Martin Luther College)

7 How

beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the LORD returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
9 Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Choir
Women
Men
All

God Reigns! Earth Rejoices!

Psalm 97

SECOND LESSON

(Lector: Nate Kapanke, Sophomore, Martin Luther College)

Hebrews 1:1-9

In the past, God spoke to our forefathers by the prophets at many times and in many ways.
2 In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and
through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
imprint of the divine nature. He sustains all things by his powerful word. After he had
provided purification for sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high.
4 The

Son became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say:
You are my Son. Today I have begotten you?
And again:
I will be his Father, and he will be my Son.
6 And again, when he brought his firstborn into the world, he said:
Let all God’s angels worship him.
7 About the angels he says:
He makes his messengers winds and his ministers flaming fire.
8 But about the Son he says:
God, your throne is forever and ever,
and the scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom.
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy beyond your companions.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Please stand.

GOSPEL

(Lector: Nathan Riley, Sophomore, Martin Luther College)

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him everything was made, and without him not
one thing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of
mankind. 5 The light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There

was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as an eyewitness to
testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8 He was not the light,
but he came to testify about the light.

9 The

real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to
what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who did receive him,
to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. 13 They were
born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The

Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he has as
the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”

1. Oh, come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
Born the King of angels.

2. God from true God , and
Light from Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, to earth he comes,
Only begotten
Son of God the Father.

Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

3. Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above.
Glory to God, all
Glory in the highest.

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n,
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing.

Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

#55

SERMON
Hebrews 1:1-9
Where is this radiance?
Please stand when presider indicates.

RESPONSE
CONFESSION OF FAITH
Having heard the Word of God, let us now respond by confessing the
true faith with the words of the Athanasian Creed.1
It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to
believe that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh.
Now this is the true Christian faith:
We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s
Son, is both God and man.
He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the
Father, and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother,
fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh,
equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity;
and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons, but one,
one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God;
one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;
for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and
man are one Christ.
1

This is the second half of the Athanasian Creed named after St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian faith
in the fourth century. It was a public statement of the Church to combat errors that undermined Bible teaching. This
portion addresses that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person – which gives it a direct connection to the
birth of Christ. The Athanasian Creed continues to serve the Christian Church as a standard of the truth.

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the
dead.
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty,
and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their
personal deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those who have done evil
will go into eternal fire. 2
This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this
cannot be saved.
Please be seated.

OFFERING
Members of Peace have committed themselves to support the ministry of this church through
this offering. Our guests should not feel obligated to participate.
We do ask, however, that you fill out a “Connection Card” from the pocket of the chair in front
of you and drop it into the offering plate. Thank you!
If you would like to give a one-time contribution via text, please see the cover of this worship
folder. Thank you!

2

Compare to Jesus’ words: “Those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be
condemned” (John 5:28-29). It does not say we will rise to live because we have done good. We are saved only
through faith in Jesus (Mark 16:16), apart from our good works (Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:28). But believers do
good works. That is God’s plan and purpose for them (Ephesians 2:10). Unbelievers cannot do good works that God is
pleased with because “everything that does not come from faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). Therefore it is a

simple, factual description that those who have done good will enter eternal life.

Please stand when presider indicates.

CHRISTMAS PRAYER
On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior has
been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your Son
to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise.
Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given!
What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our salvation!
Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a
manger.
Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our
Savior.
In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that
Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the
good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make use of the
unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard
concerning the child.
Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people.
Now hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today and
every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts.
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you.

Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing.
When the time had fully come, he sent his son, born of a woman, born under law, to
redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority
of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor
and glory forever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat: this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members of Peace and
churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see the cover of this bulletin. Thank
you.
WELS & ELS guests, if you haven’t filled out a “Connection Card” please do so and hand it to an
usher on your way up for communion. Thank you.

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION
Choir Anthem:
Red Hymnal:

“Lowly Child, Holy Child!”

David N. Johnson, arr.
“Once in Royal David’s City” |50
“See in Yonder Manger Low” |58

Please stand when presider indicates.

BLESSING
Now may this true body and blood of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in the true faith into life everlasting. Your sins are forgiven. The peace of God
is with you! Amen.

THANKSGIVING
THANK THE LORD

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for
his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of
your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

Please be seated.

CLOSING HYMN

“Joy to the World” / 62

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room
And heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love.

