GATHERING RITE
LEAD US TO YOUR LIGHT
The presider introduces the refrain. Then the congregation repeats the refrain and sings
it as indicated.

Lord, we await your coming to our world;
Bring us the gift of salvation. Refrain
Lord, you are hope and healing for our world;
Come, now, and bring us your good news. Refrain
Come, O come, O come, Emmanuel;
Come with us on earth here to dwell. Refrain
Rouse us from sleep, wake us from our slumber;
Banish the darkness of night. Refrain
Child of the light and love beyond all telling,
Fill our hearts with wonder and praise. Refrain
PLEASE STAND.
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GREETING
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
The Lord Jesus comes to us and offers his grace and love. It is good for us to repent of
our sins and to plead for his mercy.
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom. Lord, have
mercy.

You come in Word and Sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. Christ, have mercy.
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You will come in glory with salvation for your people. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

ABSOLUTION
The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, he
forgives us our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

SONG OF PRAISE (Gloria in Excelsis)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray… Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his
coming give us strength in our conflict and shed light on our path through the darkness of
this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Malachi 3:1-4

Look! I am sending my messenger! He will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the
Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple! The Messenger of the Covenant, in
whom you delight, will surely come, says the LORD of Armies.
2But

who can endure the day when he comes? Who will remain standing when he appears?
For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like launderers’ bleach! 3He will be seated like a refiner
and a purifier of silver. He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and like
silver. They will belong to the LORD and bring him an offering in righteousness.
4Judah

and Jerusalem’s offerings will be pleasing to the LORD as they were in the days of old,
in years long ago.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 14

The fool says in his heart, “There /is no God.”
They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one /who does good.
The LORD looks down from heaven on the /sons of men
to see if there are any who understand, any /who seek God.
All have turned aside, they have together be/come corrupt;
there is no one who does good, not /even one.
Refrain
Will evildoers /never learn—
those who devour my people and do not call /on the LORD?
You evildoers frustrate the plans /of the poor,
but the LORD is their /refuge.
Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of /Zion!
When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, let Israel rejoice /and be glad!
Glory be to the Father and /to the Son
and to the Holy /Spirit,
as it was in the be/ginning,
is now, and will be forever. /Amen.
Refrain
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SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 4:1-5

This is the way a person should think of us: as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s
mysteries. 2In this connection, moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
faithful. 3But it is a trivial matter to me if I am evaluated by you or by a day in a human
court. Why, I do not even evaluate myself. 4I do not in fact know of anything against myself,
but I am not justified by this; rather, the one who evaluates me is the Lord. 5Therefore judge
nothing ahead of time, until the Lord comes. He will bring to light whatever is hidden in
darkness and also reveal the intentions of hearts. Then there will be praise for each person
from God.

VERSE OF THE DAY
We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus who came in history. He came into
a world of sin and death.
We remember Jesus who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared
the way of the Lord.
We hear his call to repent.
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
PLEASE STAND.
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GOSPEL OF THE DAY

Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—while Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene— 2during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness.
3He

went into the whole region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 4Just as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his paths straight.
5Every valley will be filled, and every mountain and hill will be made low.
The crooked will become straight, and the rough ways smooth.
6And everyone will see the salvation of God.”

PLEASE BE SEATED.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

SERMON

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry | 16

Luke 3:1-6
“Prepare the way of the Lord!"

PLEASE STAND WHEN PRESIDER INDICATES.
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED.

OFFERING
Members of Peace support their Gospel work together with this offering. Our guests are not
expected to participate in it.
We do ask that you fill out a “connection card” and drop it in the offering plate.
If you would like to make a one-time offering via text, please see the instructions in the cover of
this worship folder. Thank you.

PLEASE STAND WHEN PRESIDER INDICATES..
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Come, dear Savior. We long for your appearing! Come to cheer us with your promises, as
you once cheered your ancient people through their long night of waiting and watching.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Come to restore our hope. Rouse us from the slumber of despair; lift our hearts from petty,
earthbound goals; and direct our eyes above, from where you will soon come to make all
things right again. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Come and work in us a godly grief and a genuine sorrow over sin. Forgive us for the
shameful way we have dishonored you and the shabby way we have dealt with one another.
Through your mighty Word, stir up in us a ceaseless yearning to give ourselves to others, as
you have given yourself for us. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Come also to rekindle our joy as we prepare to celebrate your first coming. Do not permit a
frenzied busyness to rob us of your peace or to deprive us of times to ponder and to wonder
at your Word. Set our hearts apart from the bustle and the clamor and the jostle of these
days. Fill us with the quiet delight of finding you in the manger, and keep hearts and minds
undisturbed by the great throng that streams by uncaring. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray also for those enduring sorrow, for those undergoing spiritual trial, and for those
whose restless hearts have no knowledge of your coming. Comfort, strengthen, and
illumine them with the sweet peace born of your love, and keep them in the way of peace by
your Holy Word. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

Come quickly, dear Lord, and fill our longing eyes with the light of your coming! We wait, we
keep watch, and in you we put our hope.
Amen.
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Followed by:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks he broke and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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PLEASE BE SEATED.

THE DISTRIBUTION
Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members of
Peace and churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see the first page
of this worship folder. Thank you.
Distribution Hymns (Red Hymnal)

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying | 13
The King of Glory Comes | 363
When All the World Was Cursed | 20
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PLEASE STAND.

COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may this true body and blood of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen and
preserve you in the true faith into life everlasting. Your sins are forgiven. The peace of God
is with you.
Amen.

PRAYER
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us
strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | 12

PLEASE BE SEATED.

SILENT PRAYER & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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