PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
January 6, 2019
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
We love that you are here today! The library in the back serves as a quiet room for
parents with children. Restrooms are in the hallway to the right and also across the hall
on the right side, opposite the school office. Please join us for treats and fellowship time
after the service.

TODAY’S FOCUS
Today we observe the other Christmas Day! Few people realize that there are twelve days
in the Christmas season. It concludes with Epiphany (January 5) when we hear about the
visit of the Magi, or wise men, to see the Christ-child. The significance of this day is that
Christ came to be the Savior of the Gentiles as well as the Jews. For it is almost certain that
the magi were not Jewish. If we are Gentiles, we should never take the Savior for granted,
for we had no natural right to expect that the Savior would come for us also.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE MAGI
Listen carefully to the lesson from Matthew 2. You will find out:
 There were not necessarily 3 wise men (although there were 3 kinds of gifts.)
 The wise men did not see the baby Jesus in the manger. They visited Mary and the
Baby in a house in Bethlehem.
 Therefore the star was not over the stable/manger when Jesus was born.
 Jesus may have been as much as 2 years old when the wise men arrived. (We find
this out in Matthew 2:16.)
After the 10:30 service there will be a voters meeting to elect new officers and extend a
divine Call for a 4K teacher and a 2nd grade teacher.

Serving in Worship
Presider ............................................................................................................... Rev. Shaun Arndt
Sermon ................................................................................................................. Rev. Luke Werre
Organist ........................................................................................................... Mrs. Jennifer Werre
Ushers ...................................................... Team #4 8:00 – A. Huebner (c); 10:30 – M. Pilgrim (c)
Monday Night –T. Schweiger
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MORNING PRAISE
MATINS
“Morning Praise” is based on the historic service called “Matins.” Joined to Christ, our risen
Lord, we glorify God as we rise to the activities of this new day.
STAND

MORNING HYMN
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M:
OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD
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BE SEATED

FIRST LESSON

1 Kings 10:1-9

When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relationship to the LORD,
she came to test Solomon with hard questions. 2 Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great
caravan—with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones—she
came to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on her mind. 3 Solomon
answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain to her. 4 When the
queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, 5 the food on his
table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and
the burnt offerings he made at[a] the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed.
6 She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your achievements and
your wisdom is true. 7 But I did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own
eyes. Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the
report I heard. 8 How happy your people must be! How happy your officials, who continually
stand before you and hear your wisdom! 9 Praise be to the LORD your God, who has
delighted in you and placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the LORD’s eternal love
for Israel, he has made you king to maintain justice and righteousness.”
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 72

Endow the King with your justice, O God,*
the royal Son with your righteousness.
He will defend the afflicted among the people*
and save the children of the needy.
He will endure as long as the sun,*
as long as the moon, through all generations.
He will be like rain falling on a mown field,*
like showers watering the earth.
Refrain

All kings will bow down to him,*
and all nations will serve him.
All nations will be blessed through him,*
and they will call him blessed.
Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds.*
May the whole earth be filled with his glory.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 3:2-12

Surely you have heard of the administration of God’s grace given to me for you, 3 namely,
that the mystery was made known to me by revelation (as I have already written briefly).
4 When you read this, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ.
5 This mystery was not made known to people in past generations as it has now been
revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that in Christ Jesus
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and people who also share in the
promise through the gospel.
7 I became a servant of this gospel, in keeping with the gift of God’s grace that was given to
me by the working of his power. 8 To me—even though I am the very least of all the saints—
was given this grace: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ 9 and to
enlighten everyone about the administration of this mystery. In past ages this mystery
remained hidden in God, who created all things. 10 He did this so that, through the church,
the multifaceted wisdom of God in the heavenly places might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities. 11 This was done according to the eternal purpose that he
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him we can freely approach God with confidence
through faith in him.
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HYMN

Brightest and Best | 92

STAND.

GOSPEL LESSON

Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east
came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2 “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw
his star when it rose[a] and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he
was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 He gathered together all the people’s chief
priests and experts in the law. He asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They said
to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written through the prophet:
6 You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers of Judah:
because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.”[b]
7 Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly when the
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the
child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and worship him.”
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen when it
rose[c] went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child was. 10 When
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they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11 After they went into the house
and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they
opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Since they
had been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by
another route.

M: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
BE SEATED.

HYMN

Brightest and Best | 92 (vs.3-5)

3) Shall we not yield him in costly
devotion
Rarest of fragrances, tribute divine,
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the
ocean,
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the
mine?

4) Vainly we bring him the finest of
off’rings,
Vainly with gifts would his favor secure.
Richer by far is the praise that the heart
brings;
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

5) Brightest and best of the stars of the
morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us your
aid.
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

SERMON

Ephesians 3:2-12
A Mystery Revealed: The Gospel Is Also for Gentiles
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STAND

WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD
Te Deum
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BE SEATED
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OFFERING
Members of Peace support their Gospel work together with this offering. Our guests are not
expected to participate in it.
We do ask that you fill out a “connection card” and drop it in the offering plate.

STAND

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our world
to save us from sin and death:
You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.
Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and
teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:
You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to
those doomed to death.
Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of
salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your
name to those around us who still live without faith or hope:
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Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.
Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and
each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they
may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and
the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn:
Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full
light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

BE SEATED.

HYMN

As with Gladness Men of Old | (Red Hymnal) 83
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STAND.

PRAYER FOR GRACE
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to
this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into
sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight,
Amen.

BLESSING

BE SEATED.
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HYMN

O Jesus, King of Glory | 94

1 O Jesus, King of glory, Both David’s Lord and son!
Your rule endures forever; In heaven is your throne.
Help that in earth’s dominions, From pole to farthest pole,
Your reign may spread salvation To each benighted soul.
2 The eastern Magi, coming Their gifts of love to bring,
Bear witness to your glory And worship you, their King.
To you the star is pointing And the prophetic Word;
So joyously we hail you: Our Savior and our Lord.
3 You are a mighty monarch, As by your Word is told,
And yet you care but little For earthly goods or gold.
You do not come displaying Your power and renown.
You dwell in no high castle; You wear no jeweled crown.
4 Oh, look on me with pity Though I am weak and poor;
Admit me to your kingdom To dwell there, blest and sure.
I pray, Lord, guide and keep me Safe from my bitter foes,
From sin and death and Satan; Free me from all my woes.
5 Then let your Word within me Shine as the fairest star;
Keep sin and all false doctrine Forever from me far.
Help me confess you truly And with all Christendom
Here hail you King and Savior And in the world to come.

The cover image is from Paramentics.com done by Ian Welch © 2013. All Rights reserved.
Used by permission
®

®

Scripture readings are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV ) copyright ©
2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org
Musical settings and text from Morning Praise are copied from Christian Worship: A Lutheran
Hymnal, 1993, Northwestern Publishing House.
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Mission Statement
As men, women and children united in faith and worship by the Word of God, we are
committed to making disciples, using the gospel to win the lost for Christ, and nurturing
believers for Christian service, all to the glory of God.
Service Times
Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 am; Monday 6:30 pm
Television: Sunday 9:00 am
channel 98 analog; channel 983 digital
TDS channel 13

www.peacewels.org
1007 Stonehaven Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590
Church Office: (608) 837-5346

church.office@peacewels.org

School Office: (608) 834-1200

school.office@peacewels.org

Pastor Shaun Arndt

shaun.arndt@peacewels.org

Pastor Luke Werre

luke.werre@peacewels.org

Principal Kyle Raymond

kyle.raymond@peacewels.org

Early Childhood Director Kirsten Duin
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kirsten.duin@peacewels.org

