Order of Service
OPENING HYMN

Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear | 282

STAND

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
1

LORD, HAVE MERCY

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of
the Holy Spirit.1
Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
GLORY TO GOD

1

You have just received, once again, the primary blessing of Holy Baptism: the forgiveness of your sins!

2

3

4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray… Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach
with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good
news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5, 6, 8-10

All the people gathered together at the public square that is in front of the Water Gate. They
told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded
Israel. 2So on the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Law before the
congregation, both men and women and all who were able to understand what they heard.
3From dawn until midday in front of the public square in front of the Water Gate, he read from
the scroll, while facing the men, the women, and those who could understand. All the people
listened attentively to the Book of the Law.
5All

the people could see Ezra as he opened the scroll, because he was elevated above all the
people. As he opened the scroll, all the people stood. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great
God, and all the people answered, “Amen! Amen!” while they lifted up their hands and then
knelt and bowed down with their faces to the ground.
8So

they read from the Book of the Law of God clearly and interpreted it, and the people
understood what was read.
9Then

Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites, who helped the
people understand, said to all the people, “Today is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or
cry!” because all the people were crying as they heard the words of the Law. 10Nehemiah said
to them, “Go, eat rich food and drink sweet drinks and send portions to those who have nothing
prepared, because today is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, because the joy of the LORD is your
strength.”

5

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 98

Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.
The LORD has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Refrain

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
make music to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing.
Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

6

SECOND LESSON

Act 4:23-31

23After

Peter and John were released, they went to their own friends and reported everything
the high priests and the elders had said. 24When they heard this, with one mind they raised
their voices to God and said, “Master, you are the God who made the heaven, the earth, the sea,
and everything in them. 25By the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David, your
servant, you said:
Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
26The kings of the earth take their stand,
and the rulers are gathered together
against the Lord
and against his Anointed One.
27“For certainly, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and people
of Israel, were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They
did whatever your hand and your plan had decided beforehand should happen.
29“Now

Lord, look at their threats and give to your servants the ability to keep on speaking
your word with all boldness 30as you stretch out your hand to heal and as signs and wonders
take place through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31After

they prayed, the place where they were gathered was shaken. Also, everyone was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and they continued to speak the word of God with boldness.

VERSE OF THE DAY2
“Alleluia, Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching, preaching
and healing every disease. Alleluia.” (Mt 4:23)
STAND

2

The Verse of the Day is an important Bible passage that fortifies the theme of the day.

7

GOSPEL

Luke 4:14-21

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

14Jesus

returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through all
the surrounding area. 15He was teaching in their synagogues and being honored by everyone.
16He

went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. As was his custom, he went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free those who are oppressed,
19and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
20He

rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of everyone in
the synagogue were fastened on him. 21He began to tell them, “Today, this Scripture is fulfilled
in your hearing.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

8

APOSTLES’ CREED3
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

BE SEATED

3

The Creed is pure Gospel. Simply good news. It identifies the true God. It declares what God has done for
you, is doing for you, and will do for you. The Creed summarizes the faith into which you were baptized. If
someone asks you what the Christian faith is all about, simply recite to them the Creed!

9

HYMN OF THE DAY

Word of God, When All Was Silent | 751

10

SERMON

Acts 4:23-31
Live boldly in a hostile world

11

STAND

BE SEATED

OFFERING
Members of Peace support their Gospel work together with this offering. Our guests are not
expected to participate in it.
We do ask that you fill out a “connection card” and drop it in the offering plate. Thank you!
12

STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
With all our hearts and with all our minds, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have
mercy.”
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our
souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity
of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the leaders of our synod and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the president of the United States, for the leaders of the nations, the governor of
Wisconsin, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Sun Prairie, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth that God has given us and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, for children of broken and
blended homes, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
13

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners
and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Defend us, deliver us, and in your compassion protect us, O Lord, by your grace.
Lord, have mercy.
Prayers of Intercession

In the communion of the holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs, and all the saints,
let us commend ourselves and one another and all our lives to Christ our God.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

14

THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of
grace and truth.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name
and join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

15

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members of
Peace and churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see inside the
front cover of this bulletin. Thank you.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

What Is This Bread? | 742 – See next page
O God from God, O Light from Light | (red hymnal) 85
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness | (red hymnal) 353
17

What Is This Bread| 742

18

THANKSGIVING
STAND

Now may this true body and blood of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen and
preserve you in the true faith unto life everlasting. Your sins are forgiven. The peace of
God is with you!
Amen.
SONG OF SIMEON

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
And his mercy endures forever.

19

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen.



Please join us for refreshments here in this worship area immediately following
the 8:00 a.m. service.



Bible study for adults will be taught here in the worship area beginning at 9:30.



Sunday School for children PreK4 thru 8th grade begins at 9:15 a.m. and takes
place in the school classrooms. Ask a pastor for direction.
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