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2 Corinthians 8:7 
 

LET’S EXCEL IN THE GRACE OF GIVING 
 

If you’ve been part of this congregation for any length of time, you’ve probably heard me talk 
like this before:  One word that characterizes Peace Lutheran Church is “excellence.”  Please do 
not take this as empty vanity or thumping our chest. We must not fail to marvel with gratitude to 
God when we observe the range of considerable abilities and the dedication of believers brought 
together within this congregation. It is unique. In addition, our lay leaders consistently 
demonstrate an advanced spiritual maturity to weigh things in light of God’s Word and a 
willingness to suffer for the love of souls in the Kingdom. 
 
No church can do everything. But overall, whatever Peace congregation determines to do, it does 
exceptionally well.  The apostle Paul spoke this same way about the congregation in ancient 
Corinth. There was one area of spiritual life, however, where he challenged them to excel even 
more.  Listen again to 2 Corinthians 8:   But just as you excel in everything –in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us –see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving. 
 
I suppose it could be said we at Peace have become somewhat experts at capital appeals. How 
many have we conducted in the past 20 years? Five? Six even?  But even if we had conducted 
twenty capital appeals, that does not mean we excel in the grace of giving. Even unbelievers can 
fund raise. So today let’s meditate on God’s revealed will for us to excel in the grace of giving. 
 
It has been said that the last thing of a Christian man to be converted is his wallet. In the same 
way the spiritual list that the Apostle Paul writes builds progressively to the grace of giving. Paul 
writes, Just as you excel in everything –and then he lists what things, beginning with faith.  Faith 
is mentioned first, for that is the most important grace of all in our sanctified lives.  It is through 
faith in Christ that we are saved. It is through faith in Christ that our sins are forgiven and we are 
remade into God’s holy people. And the Bible says without faith it is impossible to please God. 
Therefore faith is the root, the source of all our Christian living and good works.  Faith is a grace 
–not something we chose to have. It was given to us by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The next grace mentioned is “speech,” that is, in the preaching, the teaching, the doctrinal 
instruction that went on there.  Not only did the Corinthians believe it, they presented it well.   
 
From their speech came the grace of “knowledge.”  They had a good handle on the truth, a good 
understanding of Bible teaching, a good grasp of what was wholesome and what was harmful, 
and plenty of experience applying that message to their lives and to various situations. They also 
saw and touched and tasted the Lord’s salvation in the sacraments.  They knew God. 
 



Paul continues: But just as you excel in everything –in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness… From their knowledge of God came a complete earnestness.  What they knew 
about their God only drove them on more powerfully. They were eager, willing, diligent. They 
looked for opportunities to serve. They weren’t satisfied with half-way. They pursued excellence 
from a conviction that whatever they did, they were serving the Great King. 
 
One more thing on the list:  But just as you excel in everything –in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
in complete earnestness and in your love for us... Christian faith, speech, knowledge, and 
earnestness comes to its ultimate purpose when expressed in love to fellow believers, to serve 
faithfully in your home and life’s vocation. 
 
Shortcomings notwithstanding, all of those things –excelling in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love for us –describe Peace congregation as much as the 
church in ancient Corinth. God has lavished on us here at Peace spiritual gift upon spiritual gift.   
 
The Holy Spirit now urges, presses us, to draw from such spiritual wealth now and take it to the 
next level. He says, “See that you also excel in this grace of giving.”   
 
Just like any other spiritual gift, the matter of giving is a grace.  Let me explain what that means. 
Anyone can be tight fisted. That’s nothing special. Being fiscally responsible, keeping a clean 
ledger, knowing how to manage investments, making the most of a dollar or securing a bargain –
those are all good things. But spiritually speaking, they are nothing special. Any unbeliever can 
learn to do that. But to be willing to open that clenched fist, to be willing to let go of that dollar 
and give it away to our Lord’s purposes, especially when there seems to be no obvious or 
immediate return on your generosity–now that is truly remarkable and a miracle. Only the Holy 
Spirit can put that kind of spirit into a person –what other people consider throwing away money, 
you regard as pure joy.  You see, when I want to give to the Lord, that’s not a kindness from me 
to God, that’s a kindness, a grace, from God to me. It means He has filled me with faith and love.  
 
So when God says through the Apostle Paul, Excel in the grace of giving He is saying, “Excel in 
faith and love,” things He Himself works in me. 
 
We haven’t always looked at finances from this grace-related perspective, have we?  Ponder this: 
what is more likely to be our prayer…Lord, help me financially, help me pay the bills and get 
thru, etc. or Lord, make me more generous and eager to give?  Do you see how unnatural that 
kind of thinking is for us?  It’s so hard for us to believe that we don’t need money and we do 
need God, that God is enough for us. We turn our hearts to the created thing rather than the 
Creator.  And that, dear Friends, is sin.  Far from excelling, then, in spiritual things, we often 
haven’t made it past spiritual preschool. Wouldn’t God be just to turn His heart away from us as 
we have unthinkingly done to Him? 
 
But our God excels in both love and faithfulness. Excels in it. Excels to the degree that He was 
willing to sacrifice His own Son to spare us from that that fate. For instead, as Jesus hung on the 
cross, God the Father forsook Him to the fate of the damned. God did this so that He will never 
turn away from you and me. For Jesus’ sake, God now forgives us, not only forgives us, He 
excels in forgiving us. The cost of His Son’s life is worth infinitely more than the sins of a 



trillion lifetimes. God floods us with forgiveness, with love, with peace, with grace and He never 
fails, not even for a moment, to pour out His grace on us as we trust in Jesus. 
 
Let your faith in Him be strengthened by that good news. Let the knowledge of His grace refresh 
you and lift you up to a new love, a new earnestness to excel in the grace of giving. Let it cause 
you to aspire to imitate your God who excels in giving. 
 
In a little while someone will speak specifically about the Onward in Christ emphasis of these 
past three Sundays, as well as a specific appeal to our giving.  As you manage your paycheck, 
your social security check, or your pension check, or your retirement dividends, remember that 
you are not managing it for you. You are managing it for the One who entrusted it to you. If you 
determine I need this much to pay the taxes –you are giving it to Christ when you pay taxes. If 
you say I need this much to pay insurance –you are giving to Christ when you pay insurance. If 
you say I need this much for groceries –you are giving it to Christ when you pay for groceries. 
And when you determine I am going to give this much to the Lord for the work of His Church, 
you are giving it to Christ when you give it to the Church. But there is this one difference:  what 
you give for the work of the Church is not an obligatory payment for services rendered. No, you 
get to determine freely what you want to give as the Spirit prompts you –and that is pure joy!   
 
But I challenge you to do this first before anything else: when you determine what you intend to 
give as church offerings, before you accidentally spend it on something else, write that check 
right away, or set it up as an automatic withdrawal to insure that you follow through with it and it 
doesn’t disappear.  
 
Let us begin with faith and strive to excel in speech, in knowledge in earnestness and in love so 
that together we may excel also in the grace of giving. Amen. 
 
 


