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Pastor Shaun Arndt 
October 13, 2019 
Sermon Text: Philippians 1:1-6 
Onward in Christ: Participating in His Ministry  
 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 
 
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. Amen.     
      
Dear friends in Christ,  
 
Oh, the places you’ll go!  A doctor Seuss book often given to graduates says that about the 
many possibilities and places a person may go to on life’s journey.     
 
Oh, the places you’ll go!  We might say something like that to a friend who’s about to leave on 
an exciting trip.   
 
Oh, the places you’ll go!  Those words can speak about us when we use… this (the thank 
offering plate) in worship.  Or for those who give your gifts to the Lord electronically, when you 
use your phone or computer to set up your electronic gifts.  In a very real way, our thank 
offerings take us to many different places to do important work.   
  
We can learn this from what the Apostle Paul first wrote to the Christians in the Macedonian city 
of Philippi: Every time I pray for all of you, I always pray with joy, because of your 
fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.  
 
Paul had founded the church in Philippi near the start of his second missionary journey.  Now 
years later as he writes to the Philippian believers he had served as a pastor and missionary, he 
says he is filled with joy because of (their) fellowship in the gospel.   
 
Fellowship is a close relationship based on something in common, that unites people in a special 
way, something they share in together.   
 
The gospel, the good news of God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus Christ is what united Paul and 
the Philippians.  Through Paul’s teaching and preaching, the Holy Spirit had led the Philippians 
to believe that just like Paul, they were lost and helpless sinners who had the saving help they 
needed only through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  They were united with Paul in the same 
faith that eternal life with the one true God comes from Jesus Christ alone.   
 
The word fellowship can also describe a common activity or interest people carry out together, 
the work that they share together, as in a partnership.   
  
That also describes the Philippians’ connection with Paul.  Their joyful faith in Jesus made the 
Philippians eager to help bring the good news of Jesus to many others as they supported Paul and 
his fellow missionaries with gifts to help them do their work.   
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Paul says, that was true from the first day he shared with them.  You can read about that first 
day in Acts 16 where we hear about the first member of the church in Philippi, a wealthy woman 
named Lydia.  After the Lord opened her heart and brought her household to faith through the 
gospel message, she insisted the missionaries stay in her home.  By providing food and shelter, 
they could give their full time to telling others about Jesus rather than having to work a job on 
the side as they sometimes had to do on missionary journeys.  
 
Later when persecution drove Paul out of Philippi, the Bible tells us that the Philippians 
continued to give gifts for the Lord’s work to aid Paul again and again as he preached and 
taught in other places.  Most recently, Paul had received from the Philippians what he calls a 
fragrant offering…to God, a gift to support Paul while he was jailed in Rome and still teaching 
the gospel while under house arrest.       
 
By their offerings, the Philippians partnered with Paul as he carried the Gospel message 
throughout the Mediterranean world.  They were working alongside Paul in all those places 
without ever leaving Philippi.  The Apostle John teaches the same thing in his third letter where 
he writes that by aiding faithful gospel teachers we may work together for the truth.   
 
The same thing happens when here at Peace, as God’s people, moved by God’s love and the 
mission He gives us, we give our thank offerings.   
 
Though we can no longer team up with Paul, we still work together for the truth of the gospel 
as our gifts support the many ways as a congregation we preach and teach God’s Word in 
worship, Bible classes, Sunday School, outreach and in-reach, in our school and through our 
Grow in Peace Learning Center.  
 
 Our fellowship in sharing the gospel takes us to Lake Mills through our partnership with other 
congregations to proclaim the gospel of Christ at Lakeside Lutheran High School.  Our offerings 
to the work of our Synod lets us share in training future pastors, teachers and missionaries for 
gospel ministry and send out missionaries to carry the gospel of Christ around the world.   
 
Oh, the places you’ll go!  Your offerings put you next to the bedside of the dying elderly 
woman as the pastors you support point her once more to the Jesus’ comforting promise that He 
has prepared a place for her in heaven.  Your offerings let you go to share in the counseling 
session where a teenager who feels all alone hears the good news that Jesus will never leave him.   
 
Oh, the places you’ll go…to a Kindergarten classroom where the gospel message simply taught 
leads a young child to draw a picture of a cross and a heart as he talks about how Jesus has 
washed away his sin…to a group of two-year-old’s taking a walk around this worship space as 
with their teachers they sing: “Jesus loves me, this I know…”  
 
…to a classroom in New Ulm where future pastors and teachers are taught so that they may 
teach others…to a house church in Pakistan where believers gather to hear Jesus’ voice in His 
Word… 
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…to a person’s eyes opening wide with joy as in a Bible information class they finally get it, that 
they can drop the hopeless act of ever trying to do enough to please God and know with comfort 
Jesus has done it all to save them!   
 
Just think what an awesome, beautiful thing it is that makes our thank offerings serve their 
Gospel purpose, and our voters’ meeting where we establish the budget for our ministry plans!  
 
No offense to the many talented numbers people the Lord has given our congregation, but 
looking at financial spread sheet is not my idea of fun and exciting.  But when I start to think 
about the gospel work those numbers stand for and what the Lord will do as we get to help share 
His Word that the Spirit uses to change hearts, that is awesome, now that is exciting!   
 
But sadly, that’s far from how I always view my offerings.  Because of the sinful nature that still 
lives within me, just like sin that still lives within you, I often fail to always see what a great 
privilege it is to share in the Lord’s Gospel work or give it all the prayerful, grateful attention 
that work deserves.   
 
Instead we can start to view our offerings and the resources needed for the church’s work as a 
burden, or a duty, rather than a faith-filled joyful expression of what Jesus’ saving work means to 
us.   
 
Why is it so much more exciting to talk about where we’ll go fishing or what we’ll do on 
vacation or on our day off than how we get to serve the Lord and bring His gospel to the world!?  
The answer of course is that selfish heart we share in common that’s so good at putting ourselves 
first.   
 
So where should you and I go?  Death and hell are the only destination our sinful, selfish hearts 
and thoughtless actions have earned us.   
 
But that is not where we’ll go.  Instead just think of places you’ll go!  To peace with God and 
life after death, to a heaven where you get to see your Savior face to safe in the mansions he has 
prepared for you, to life that will never end, to joyous reunion with the family of believers, to our 
bodies risen, alive and well at the last day, to share in the eternal victory celebration!   
 
Oh, the places you’ll go because of these amazing words: your fellowship in the gospel.  No, 
not fellowship as in the work we do to share the gospel, but because of what the Gospel tells us 
Jesus has done for us.  How He has united you to all He did and all He won to save us!   
 
Oh, the places you’ll go all and only because of the places Jesus went for you!  Because God 
the Son left His throne in heaven to endure pain and grief as He lived the sinless life free from 
selfishness that we never could.   
 
Because Jesus went to Golgotha, the place of the skull, where He was nailed to a cross to restore 
us to life with God.  Because while on the cross He was separated from His Father, forsaken as 
He endured the hellish punishment we deserved to bring us never ending fellowship with God!   
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Because Christ, the author of life himself died and was placed in a grave, we will have life!   
 
Because Jesus broke through that once one way only door of death on Easter morning now we 
will rise to life.   
 
Oh, the places you’ll go!  To joy and life without end, all because Jesus lived and died and rose 
for you, to save you!   
 
Oh, the places you’ll go, because the Holy Spirit came to our once dead sinful hearts with the 
Gospel and created living faith that trusts in Jesus to save us, hearts that His love makes eager to 
share His work to bring that good news to others!  Amen.     
 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. Amen. 
 
 


