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End Time 2 – Last Judgment 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

 

GOD’S JUDGMENT IS RIGHT 

 

The media repeatedly assert that there is a cultural division in America. Whether or not that’s accurate, the 

portion of God’s Word we are considering today does speak of another kind of division between peoples. It 

does not speak of a political or cultural division between American and American. God’s speaks of a spiritual 

division throughout the whole world between believers and unbelievers. 

 

When that division is felt by a believer, it can weigh on him. When you observe the suspicious, condescending 

or hostile posture of the unbelieving world toward your Christian faith –whether in the classroom, in the 

breakroom or even in your own household, or when you grieve for a fellow believer, perhaps a family member, 

whom the world has lured into sin with the result that his life has become a hopelessly, painfully tangled mess, 

or when you hear about open, violent attacks on Christians in other places of the world or the efforts of religious 

organizations to promote teachings that undermine the true Gospel, it can wear a Christian out. It can make a 

Christian begin to question his faith, God’s fairness, whether it’s all worth it, or if God even knows or cares. 

 

The reading from 2 Thessalonians 1 adresses these kinds of doubts, this kind of spiritual duress. It reminds us 

that God’s assessment of things, His message of salvation and His way of dealing with humanity are still good 

and true and right. In other words, God’s Judgment is Right. From this portion of His Word let’s consider today 

that God’s Judgment is Right:  Let’s look at these three aspects pertaining to the rightness of God’s judgment:  

first, your faith is evidence of it;  secondly, your enemies will experience it; and thirdly, your eyes will see it.  

 

The believers in Thessalonica to whom Paul was writing this letter had experienced serious persecutions. They 

suffered harm not only to their reputations and their property but even to their physical bodies. One would think 

that living under this constant pressure would make them lose their fervor for Christ or even abandon the 

Church. But just the opposite happened.  We are told their faith in Christ grew and their love for their fellow 

believers grew. 

 

So Paul wrote, “All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of 

the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.”  The fact that they suffered persecution for Jesus 

demonstrated that they must have been true believers –otherwise the world wouldn’t have attacked them. It 

demonstrated that the things they believed must have come from God, the true God –otherwise the world would 

not have been upset by what they believed.  The fact that they remained in the faith was evidence that their faith 

in Christ came from a higher power. It came from God and was not merely some human feeling or philosophy.  

On their own they wouldn’t have had the strength to endure, to keep believing, trusting, and hoping in Christ as 

they were suffering for it.  The fact that they still believed, that their faith stood as such a contrast to the 

unbelief of the world, was evidence of how right God’s judgment against the world was. 

 

The world loves to pounce when a Christian’s sin becomes evident and calls us hypocrites.  Yet it is not our 

holiness that makes us Christians, but our trust in Christ’s atoning death. When Christ returns God will judge us 

as worthy of His Kingdom, not because we are worthy, but because Christ’s blood is worthy –more than enough 

to wipe our sins away. God’s judgment is right. We will not be shown to be fools for trusting in Christ. All who 

look to Christ will be saved.  Your faith in Christ right now anticipates that future reality. 

 

God’s judgment is right. Your faith is evidence of it. The second thing we find in this Bible reading about the 

rightness of God’s judgment is that your enemies will experience it.  By enemies we don’t mean whoever it is 



you don’t especially like. Rather, your enemies are whoever opposed your faith in Christ and your salvation. 

This may not sit easy with us, but part of our salvation is the damnation of all the enemies of God’s people.  

That being said, it is not for the sake of vindictiveness that God speaks of what will happen to our enemies, but 

to lift up our spirits with the hope of relief from our sufferings.  We are not only saved to something but also 

from something.  Those who persecuted us, made our Christian faith hard here on earth, will find out how right 

God is. We are told here in 2 Thessalonians 1, “God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 

and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 

from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not 

obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the 

presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power.” 

 

We might say that just as the patient perseverance of the believers is the first installment of their everlasting joy, 

the unbelievers’ persecution of God’s people is the first installment of their everlasting misery. In these verses, 

St. Paul uses the strongest possible words to describe God’s judgment on the enemies of His people. Imagine 

continually dying but never being dead.  People in the world may insist that they can define their own personal  

truth and that you should accept and embrace that. Yet they will not be able to refute in the end that the 

judgment of the only true God is right. The Bible says, “Every mouth will be silenced and the whole world held 

accountable to God.” 

 

If anything, let that move us to compassion for those who do not have faith in Christ. Let us try to reach them 

with the good news of sins forgiven in Christ while we have the opportunity so that they may be spared such 

judgment. 

 

God’s Judgment is right. Your faith is evidence of it. Your enemies will experience it. Finally, let’s consider the 

third point: your eyes will see it.  While Christ’s return will be a horrifying, dreadful sight to all who opposed 

Him, it will be a welcome sight to us who trust in Him. Your eyes will see that God’s judgment is right. 

Everything He promised you is true –you will witness that.  We are  

told here in 2 Thessalonians that when Christ returns He will be “glorified in his holy people and marveled at 

among all those who have believed.” 

 

Marveled at!  Sometimes we might wonder, “Will I get bored in heaven? If it’s sort of a big, long church 

service –won’t it be tedious? What if I want to do something else?”  But only shows how deeply our sin runs in 

our thinking. It shows our inability to love God above all things. Even in heaven we want God to mind His own 

business and leave us alone.  

 

But when Christ returns we will finally get to shed our sinful nature and be completely holy as He is. Then we 

will finally be able to love God perfectly. When we love God perfectly, nothing will captivate us more than 

simply to see Him. Right now, we only get to see Him under a mask –masked behind a human minister, masked 

behind water, behind bread and wine. We only get to adore Him by serving people in our loves who oftentimes 

don’t look or sound much like Him at all. But since we were created for Him in the first place and He is our 

Hero, who sacrificed His life to save us, nothing will give us greater satisfaction, nothing will give us more 

unending, ever-unfolding fascination than simply to be with Him and look at Him.  If you have ever been 

infatuated with someone –this will be a thousand times greater as for the first time in our lives we will be able to 

love our Lord perfectly.  

 

Then we will be able to acknowledge that everything God said was true –indeed we will admit that on earth we 

didn’t perceive the half of it –so wonderful will our salvation be. God’s judgment is right. Our faith is evidence 

of it. Our enemies will experience it. Our eyes will see it. Our salvation is in God’s hands. That’s comfort 

enough to persevere –to keep trusting in Him –through all troubles or hardships that our faith brings us in this 

temporary world. 

 

 

 


