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Thanksgiving Day 

 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 

PRAY FOR YOUR NATION 

 

It’s Thanksgiving Day. What are you thankful for? 

 

That’s the general sentiment you hear concerning Thanksgiving Day, isn’t it? Many Christian hymns were 

penned just for the purpose of Thanksgiving in a general sense. 

 

But it was our nation’s first president that assigned a specific purpose to Thanksgiving Day as a national 

holiday.  Yes, the first Thanksgiving had been celebrated more than a century earlier at the Plymouth Colony 

under governor William Bradford as a religious observance. But President George Washington saw in the 

Thanksgiving tradition an opportunity to bring the nation together for a day of joint reflection. On October 3, 

1789, President Washington issued a proclamation designating Thursday, November 26 of that year as a 

national or shall we say a patriotic day of thanks.  

 

Washington harbored a keen awareness of the role that divine providence had played in the formation of our 

fledgling nation. What were the chances that this loose collection of colonies with its starving, ragtag army 

could have survived, much less succeeded, in a war against the world’s superpower?  What were the chances 

that these colonies could come together—each with their own interests, intrigues and power struggles—to 

establish an agreed upon constitutional government? Washington recognized these things were only possible by 

the hand of the Almighty. Not only did our nation have a debt of gratitude to the God of heaven, but also we as 

a nation have a need to call out to God for His continued blessing and protection. 

 

This became the new, specific purpose of Thanksgiving, then, as a national holiday. 

As citizens of America and citizens of heaven we Christians wholeheartedly concur in giving thanks to God for 

His care to our nation.  And in the Bible reading for today, the apostle Paul urges us to pray for our nation as 

well. 

 

On the one hand, let us be thankful for the form in which our nation’s exercise of governing was founded. It’s 

entirely a unique thing. Our nation was established by a constitution of which the primary purpose is not to 

empower the government, but a constitution expressly designed to limit and to restrain the powers of 

government.  

 

That limiting of the government is in part what enables America’s profound prosperity compared to other 

nations.  The limiting of government is also is what gives us our freedom to have churches, to worship openly, to 

knock on doors and invite people to our church, to send out postcards with a Christmas message, to post our 

sermons online, to conduct a Christian high school with a specific agenda of inculcating the Christian faith, or 

even to hold public dialog about Jesus. Such freedoms are unheard of in most nations where government is not 

limited. 

 

George Washington and our nation’s founders understood what a precarious and fragile thing this freedom is—a 

freedom of limited government because human nature is always itching for more power. That was the reason the 

first president entreated the nation to call on God for his continued blessing. 

 



In some ways, you can sort of sense our religious freedoms slipping away, can’t you?  Let the media find out your 

church teaches certain things and you discover what a thin veneer our so-called religious freedom is. Try 

displaying a crucifix in your office cubicle at work or imagine if a celebrity were to tweet that the triune God is 

the only true God or that Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation, watch the firestorm. Take note of things that 

are pushed or promoted or even legislated that are in direct contradiction to God’s clear Word. This is no 

coincidence. It is the result of the inherent sinfulness of our human nature that can go no other way without the 

Holy Spirit enlightening our hearts and minds. 

 

We live in a time when some seem to agitate for governmental power to curtail religious speech if it is deemed 

divisive or harmful to the social collective. We live in a time when a politician might outwardly say that everyone 

should have the right to worship God as they see fit, but what they might mean is, “As long as you keep it within 

the four walls of your church and nowhere else” –a time when a candidate for president might openly, verbally 

attack the Christian church and it would not even regarded as controversial.  

 

I’d like to suggest a possible factor contributing to our eroding religious freedoms. Is it possibly, in part, that we 

Christians have squandered our freedom?  Have we been more concerned about a turkey dinner than reaching 

lost souls with the gospel? Have we been more fascinated with a football game than with learning the Word of 

God for ourselves? Have we been most preoccupied with having a good time rather than making the most of 

every opportunity?  It would make sense, if we have been wasting our freedom using it merely for personal 

gluttony, that God would say, “Fine, I’ll take that freedom away from you.” 

 

If we are guilty, we need to turn to the one who rescues us from the slavery of guilt to the greatest freedom of 

all—Jesus. He sacrificed His life on the cross so that you and I are forgiven, set free from guilt and death and 

judgment and hell and satan and ultimately every bad thing.  Set free to a life of peace with God, the joy of 

serving Him, and the anticipation of heaven.   

 

May Christ’s freedom renew us then, not to sink back into spiritual sluggishness, but to work toward blessing 

our nation and toward expanding God’s kingdom here on earth by spreading the Gospel.  

 

So on this Thanksgiving I read to you once again a portion of the words of Paul from 1 Timothy 2 as an 

encouragement on how to celebrate Thanksgiving Day.  I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 

intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 

peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior who wants all 

men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  

 

 

 

 


