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Pastor Shaun Arndt 

November 17, 2019 

Sermon Text: Isaiah 65:17-25 

End Time 3: Saints Triumphant 

 

THE HOME OF GOD’S SAINTS 

  

Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and Who was, and Who is to come!  Amen.  

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

 

Construction begins.  The foundation is laid.  The frame goes up and the roof appears.  

As you watch, you start to see what the coming building will be like.   

 

Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord helps us to get a little look at the most amazing 

building of all—the eternal future of His people—The Home of God’s Saints. 

 

(The Lord says,) “Watch this! I am about to create new heavens and a new earth.”  

This home for God’s people is new not just because it replaces this old sin-wrecked world which 

will one day come to an end.  It is also new in the sense of fresh and unspoiled, improved, and 

radically different from this old world where sin has brought pain, trouble and sorrow. 

 

2nd Peter 3 also talks about this new heaven and a new earth and says it is where 

righteousness dwells, meaning everything there will be right and perfect.   

 

No wonder the Lord says: “Rejoice and celebrate forever, because of what I am 

creating.”  Forever.  The joys of this perfect home will never come to an end, the celebration is 

never done, its happiness never gets old, the beauty never fades. 

 

Perfect peace, perfect happiness, joy forever and ever, for all eternity.  It sounds great, 

but it’s hard to picture, because it’s entirely beyond our experience!  It’s so different than this 

imperfect, sin-ruined existence where things wear out and disappoint, where the good times are 

quickly interrupted by pain, loss and death.   

 

Therefore, one of the most meaningful ways for God to describe heaven to us is by telling 

us what won’t be there: 

 

“The sound of weeping will not be heard in her again, nor will the sound of crying.”   

 

There won’t be any tears, for there won’t be any sin, the cause of all sadness.  No tears 

from loneliness, sickness, pain and life just being hard.   

 

“They will not build a house and have another person live in it.  They will not plant 

and have another person eat the crop… they will not give birth to children doomed to 

disaster.”   
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The ancient Israelites who first heard Isaiah’s prophecy experienced war and enemy 

invaders who took away their homes and crops and children too.   

 

This is the same loss and disappointment felt by the farmer whose hard work is ruined by 

the early snows ruining their crops.  It’s the frustration many a child has experienced as the Lego 

creation they worked so hard on falls off the table to shatter to pieces.  It’s the grief of seeing a 

young life full of promise cut down by death or disaster. 

 

But there will be no such thing in the Home of God’s Saints: “The days of my people 

will be like the days of a tree, and my chosen ones will enjoy all the work of their hands.”  

There will be no frustration and trouble in heaven.   

 

And there will be no more tears because of death: “There will never again be an infant 

there who lives for only a few days, or an elderly man who does not fill out all his days.” 

 

That means there won’t any hospitals in that new creation!  No Newborn Intensive Care 

Units or nursing homes.  No obituaries or funeral homes.  Just as the book of Revelation 

promises: “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, there will be no death or 

mourning or crying or pain.” 

 

Since God’s Word makes it clear there will be no death in eternal life, why would Isaiah 

write this: “For one who dies at a hundred will be considered a young man, and one who 

fails to attain the age of one hundred will be regarded as cursed.” 

 

Clearly, God is not saying there will be death in heaven, as that would contradict other 

clear passages of the Bible.  Even the immediate context of these verses rules out death in 

heaven, because it goes on to say there will not be any harm.   

 

So what then is the prophet getting at?  Again, consider that even though we use words 

like eternal life, living forever, we can’t really begin to picture what that’s like.   

 

The prophet takes something we know from this world and makes us imagine what if it 

were 10 times better than what we experience now, that we could maybe start to imagine.  And 

then use that concrete picture ramped up by about 10 billion times better and we might just start 

to get an idea of how awesome is eternal life with the Lord!     

 

In this world, in our experience, to reach a hundred is old.  Now imagine a world where 

at a hundred you’re just a teenager, you’re just getting your driver’s license.  Imagine a world 

where it would be a shock to hear of someone as young as only a hundred dying! 

 

Now take that and up it still more to that perfect world where there will be no crippling 

effects of old age, where there will be no more death.  Sure we still can’t fully grasp it, but 

maybe we’ve got a little better idea by thinking about it the way the prophet does here. 
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And there’s more!  “The wolf and the lamb will graze together, and lions will eat 

straw like cattle, but the serpent will eat dust as its food.”    I’ve never experienced perfect 

peace, but I imagine it looks a bit like that!  No harm or trouble in all creation. 

 

As we hear about the serpent, it calls to mind how the devil took the form of a serpent 

when he led our human race into sin and death.  But in that Home of God’s Saints the devil will 

never be able to harm, accuse, or tempt us again.  He will “eat dust,” he loses forever in hell’s 

punishment, because He has been crushed by Christ.   

 

Yes, there will be nothing to do with sin in that perfect Home God has prepared for His 

people! 

 

But then how can you and I ever live there?  After all, we lack in ourselves the perfection 

such a perfect place deserves.  This is a place for saints—holy people who have no sin.   

 

But you and I have plenty of sin—sin inherited from our parents at the very start of our 

lives, imperfection in all we’ve thought, said and done.     

 

It is true there is pain and sorrow in this world simply because it has been ruined by 

human sin.  But it is also true there has been pain and sorrow you and I have personally caused 

others.   

 

Like the times we were so focused on ourselves and getting our way that we failed to 

notice or make time for that person who needed a kind word from us, or a moment of our time 

and listening ear.  There’s the impatience and jealousy that led to harsh words and deeds that 

even more actively caused pain right in the lives of those we love most. 

 

Sinners that we are, we have earned a place in hell every bit as awful as heaven is 

awesome.  So how can we ever live in the Home of God’s Saints?!    

 

Only because God says this: “I am about to create Jerusalem to be a source of 

gladness, and her people will be a source of joy.  I also will be glad because of Jerusalem, 

and I will rejoice over my people.” 

 

“Jerusalem…” and “my people” speak of God’s Church of all believers.  Yes, you and I 

and all believers in Christ will experience that heavenly Home, not because of what we do, but 

because of what God does!  Because He creates us, makes us to be people He is glad with and 

rejoices over us!   

 

Since God is holy, He can’t be glad with anything less than holy, perfect people.  So holy 

is what He makes us!   

 

He takes our sins, our imperfection, the hurts and pains we have caused that break his 

command to love and help, and He has washed it clean in the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God who died to save us.  He has taken all our sin, all our wrongdoing and erased it, removed it, 

forgotten it in the flood of Jesus’ precious’ blood.    
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There has only been one true Saint, one true Holy Person in this world’s history, and that 

is Jesus Christ, true God who became man and lived a sinless life.   

 

Because you are, as our reading says, one of God’s chosen ones, whom He in His mercy 

chose and called to faith in Jesus through the Gospel, He also gives you the saintly status of the 

holy life Jesus lived in your place, giving you the status of saint, holy one—holy with Jesus’ own 

perfection.    

 

You see God doesn’t just create this perfect New Home for His saints, He is also the one 

who creates the saints. The Father’s love that sent His Son to save, the saving work of Jesus that 

forgives us, the Spirit working through Bible, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper to connect us in 

faith to Jesus’ holiness, it is the Lord who creates us to be the people He rejoices over, making 

us His saints who are precious in His sight!      

 

When the days are hard and tiring, let God encourage you with this beautiful Home of 

God’s Saints where you will live, because of Jesus, who lived and died for you.    

 

Know this Home is real, because Jesus rose from the dead to prove He keeps every 

promise, like the one He speaks in Revelation—echoing these verses from Isaiah—He says: 

“I am making everything new!”  Amen.   

 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly 

kingdom.  To him be glory for ever and ever.  Amen.   

 

 


