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End Time 4 – Christ the King 

 

Genesis 49:8-12 

 

THE LION OF JUDAH ROARS 

 

In 2005 the first of a series of motion pictures aimed at children hit the theaters entitled, “The 

Chronicles of Narnia.” It was subtitled, “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,” based on a 

book by Christian writer and apologist C.S. Lewis.  To my family it was a real event. My kids 

were in grade school. The older ones had already read all of the Narnia books. The movie did not 

disappoint. It was magnificent.  To me, normally 65 percent of the reason for going to the theater 

is the popcorn. But in this case, the popcorn was only 10 percent of the reason for going. The 

story, “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,” parallels the story of Christ and how He died to 

save the world. It was no coincidence that C.S. Lewis chose a lion to be the hero of the story. 

That imagery came from the Bible. The portion of God’s Word we are focusing on today, from 

Genesis 49, is one of those places where we see it. Christ is called the Lion of Judah.  On Christ 

the King Sunday it makes perfect sense for us to be reminded that our King is not impotent, 

irrelevant or incompetent as it might seem to the world. Genesis 49 reminds us that our King, the 

Lion of Judah, roars! 

 

Almost 2000 years before Christ, lived Abraham and his son Isaac and his son Jacob. Jacob had 

twelve sons whose descendants would blossom into the 12 tribes of Israel. As Jacob lay on his 

death bed with his 12 sons gathered around him, God the Holy Spirit enabled him to make 

predictions about each of his sons and their descendants. Jacob spoke with a prophetic imagery –

sometimes drawing on pictures of things that had happened already in their lives, sometimes 

drawing new pictures of what was coming. 

 

First Jacob spoke about his oldest son, Rueben. Then Simeon and Levi. Then he spoke about his 

fourth son, Judah. He said, Judah, your brothers will praise you. That’s a play on words because 

the name Judah means praise. Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the 

throat of your enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you. Obviously, though Judah was 

not the oldest brother, he and his descendants were going to be preeminent in their family. Judah 

is a lion’s cub; you have gone up from the prey, my son. . He stopped down. He crouched like a 

lion. He is like a lioness. Who will provoke him?  I wonder what would make Judah like a 

roaring lion? What would make him and his descendants so preeminent, so menacing like a lion? 

Jacob explained: The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his 

feet, until the one to whom it belongs comes. 

 

Ahh! In other words the string of kings who would one day rule the nation of Israel would all 

come from the tribe of Judah. The scepter will not depart from Judah. But it was more than a 

mere succession of kings that would come from Judah. This royal succession of kings from 

Judah would have a much greater Descendant, a greater King who would rule over more than 

Israel. He would rule over all nations. Listen again, The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor 



the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until the one to whom it belongs comes. He will receive 

the obedience of the peoples. 

 

The Lion of Judah roars!  Sometimes it’s a little scary, when you think of how outnumbered the 

Christian Church is in the world. In 2019 the world is estimated to be inhabited by close to 8 

billion people. Out of nearly 8 billion the official estimate is that less than 2 billion even claim to 

be Christian. Out of those 2 billion you wonder how many are Christian only in name. And then 

roughly half, about 1 billion of them, though they follow under the Christian banner, are 

officially taught to trust in their own works to save them. Several large non-Christian religious 

organizations who reject Jesus Christ as true God and numbering 100s of millions are also 

mistakenly lumped into that 2 billion. Taking all this into consideration it’s distressing how small 

and few in number the true Christian Church may be. Besides being overwhelmingly 

outnumbered, it’s scary to see the world’s hatred for Christ and Christians intensifying. It grieves 

us to see how many people we personally know have grown cold and wandered away from the 

faith, or have been blinded by relativism learned in college, or have hardened into unrepentance. 

 

It’s easy for us to lose heart and easy for the world to deem Christianity as an ineffectual 

superstition. But the Lion of Judah roars! The obedience of the nations is His. All earthly 

kingdoms collapse and end up as so much landfill. Where is the ancient Egyptian Empire? Or the 

Babylonian Empire? How about the ancient Greek Empire?  Or Rome? Or the Aztecs? Or the 

English Empire? Or the Communist Soviet Empire? And America’s time will come soon enough 

too. But the Lion of Judah rules over a Kingdom that outlasts them all and endures forever. It’s a 

kingdom that consists of faith for salvation and, in spite of national borders, includes people 

from all around the globe. It will never fall. 

 

He will receive the obedience of the peoples. That means He marks his boundaries and 

establishes his rule not with bullets and steel bars and stealth attack drones and legislation. He 

wins citizens to His Kingdom with His Word. He wins willing followers with His truth. He wins 

loyalty with His grace and forgiveness. On the Last Day, at His roar the remaining kingdoms of 

this world be reduced to ash, but all who belong to His Kingdom through faith will come out of it 

brilliantly shining, imposingly regal and everlastingly permanent. Jesus says to His Church, Fear 

not, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the Kingdom. 

 

The dismay that we can feel over the apparent lack of success of the Christian Church in this 

unbelieving world is similar to the dismay that we can feel at times in our personal lives when 

we suffer so much in spite of the fact that we belong to the Lion. 

 

Jacob’s next prophecy about Judah’s Descendant speaks to us when we feel personal distress. At 

first glance the words seem obscure. But there is an important message for us. Jacob said, He will 

tie his foal to the vine, his donkey’s colt to the choice vine.  Now put yourself into the setting of 

that time. It was a land of many vineyards. Tethering your donkey to a grapevine, especially your 

choicest one, would be unthinkable. The donkey might yank it out. You wouldn’t risk the donkey 

eating the grapes. That’s your livelihood. Donkeys are fine eating thistles and scrub plants. The 

picture is of ridiculous prosperity–as though things were so prosperous you wouldn’t even need 

to be concerned about any loss by tying your donkey to your best grapevine. As though the wine 

were flowing so abundantly you could wash your clothes in it, he says, He has washed his 



clothing in wine, his garments in the blood of grapes. Like someone who is eating well He will 

be the perfect picture of health. Whereas those who are in poverty and are undernourished have 

vacant eyes and poor teeth, Jacob said, His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than 

milk.   

 

So often you and I can feel like the ones in poverty. Perhaps it is the struggle to make ends meet. 

It might be any number of problems that make us desperate or compromised or hollow inside. 

We don’t feel prosperous like everything is going well. It may be a spiritual poverty in ourselves 

that we perceive. Our maturity or knowledge of God’s Word or our conduct compared to other 

Christians makes us feel like a vacant-eyed, starving homeless person with rotting teeth.  

 

In ourselves we will find only the poverty and rottenness of sin. But the prosperity we need and 

hunger for righteousness comes only from the Lion of Judah. The Lion of Judah roars and 

poverty flees. He roared, “Get behind me, satan,” and the devil fled. He roared on the cross, “It is 

finished!” and our guilt and lack of spiritualness was for all time declared forgiven. He came 

roaring out of the grave and death and hell were broken open.  He gives us a success, a 

healthiness, a well-being, a richness, a prosperity that nothing else can. It is the well-being and 

prosperity of being justified by our God, of living under the shelter of His peace, of having our 

personal eternal future secured, of having holiness, royal status, Fatherly care, a guilt-free 

conscience, answered prayers, fellowship with the Church and with angels, and the resurrection 

of our bodies into glory He gives us ridiculous abundance, abundance that no one on this earth 

could have guessed or imagined or hoped for except that it was revealed in His Word. He gives it 

all to us through faith in Him.  

 

When He roars, He roars for you. He roars for His Church. He roars and nothing can withstand 

Him. He is the Lion of Judah. He is Christ our King. 

 

 


