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A PRAYER LONG FORGOTTEN 

 

What is the longest stretch of time over which you’ve prayed repeatedly about something?  And was that prayer 

more like a pressing thought that entered your mind from time to time, or was it a full-on, daily down on your 

knees, head leaning on the edge of your bed sort of prayer? 

 

For these three Wednesdays of Advent we will contemplate the prayers of Zechariah and Elizabeth and Mary. 

Tonight I’d like to draw your attention to what the angel said to Zechariah. Verse 13 of Luke 1 states, The angel 

said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 

son.” 

 

The angel speaks with such disarming certainty. Your prayer has been heard. No question of that. As sure as 

there is ground beneath your feet, as sure as I am standing next to you, as sure as there is a God –your prayer 

has been heard.  You see that kind of certainty repeated everywhere in the Psalms: Praise be to the Lord, for he 

has heard my cry for mercy. 

 

And what was the prayer for?  Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son. There’s the rub!  For you see, when we 

are introduced to Zechariah and Elizabeth in Luke 1 we are told, They had no children, because Elizabeth was 

barren; and they were both well along in years.  Zechariah himself objected to the possibility of having children 

at this point. He retorted: How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years. 

 

One wonders if Zechariah had long given up ever praying for a child.  That was a young man’s prayer.  At this 

point he should have been praying about grandchildren.  He should have been concerned with making 

arrangements for his and Elizabeth’s retirement years. After all, who would there be to look after them–he no 

doubt thought bitterly more than once.  One wonders how many decades it had been since Zechariah had prayed 

for a child. In a sense, you could say it was a long-forgotten prayer.  

 

But not by God. Your God does not forget. God does not work on a timeline. He sees all time as one thing. He 

knows and remembers and takes into consideration every prayer you’ve ever offered. There is not a time limit 

on your prayers. Prayers you offered as a child, or as a teenager or as a young professional or in your middle 

age. 

 

Even now, there are times when you have something pressing to pray about. You’ve poured out your heart to 

God more than once on the matter. And it is something heavy and important you should continue to pray about 

every day –but in the harried busyness of things, or as you are muddling through your own emotional 

weaknesses and personal issues, or sometimes even out of plain neglect  - you haven’t prayed about it for a 

while, even though it is a truly serious thing – do you really think God will declare your request null and void 

because you didn’t keep up on that prayer daily? 

 

That is not to suggest we don’t need to pray daily. We do and we should and God tells us to. But for whatever 

part of our neglect to pray is due to sin, God’s Son has atoned for it by His death on the cross! As we look to 

Jesus, God has forgiven all our sins. In His forgiving view of things, He sees our prayers, He regards them as 

pure, He loves them, He collects them, He treasures them, He remembers them, He selects them, He weaves 

them into the fabric of His loving, saving plan for us. There they remain on His mind, our prayers. He does not 

forget even if we do.  



 

Here’s a question: how many things are happening in your life right now that are an answer to prayers you 

offered long ago, prayers you’ve long since forgotten?  Here’s another question:  How many things are you 

praying about now that you or someone else will experience an answer to decades from now and even after 

you’re gone?   

 

Do not be afraid, Zechariah, the angel said. Your prayer has been heard. 


