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Advent 2 

Christ is Coming: Repent! 
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
December 8, 2019 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
We love that you are here today!  The library in the back serves as a quiet room for parents with 
children. Restrooms are in the hallway to the right and also across the hall on the right side, 
opposite the school office.  Quiet bags with activities for young children are available on the rack 
just inside the doors of this worship space.      

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Before Jesus began His public ministry and was revealed to Israel as the promised Savior, 
the Lord sent John the Baptizer to announce that the Savior had come.  To prepare the 
people for the Lord Jesus, John urgently called out: “Repent, because the kingdom of 
heaven is near.”   This same message fills our lessons and hymns today, for it is the only 
way to be a people prepared for the Lord.  Christ is Coming: Repent!  Admit your sin and 
rely on Jesus, who freely gives you the saving treasures of His eternal kingdom!   

PLEASE RESPECT OUR PRACTICE OF “CLOSE COMMUNION” 

Christ says the Sacrament is an expression of unity (1 Co 10:16-17). We WANT to be unified 
with you on the basis of Christ and His doctrine! Honesty compels us to ask you to WAIT 
before communing with us: 1) until you’ve had a chance to find out what we teach; 2) until 
you make your unity with us evident by membership at Peace. Regular classes are 
conducted for this purpose (837-5346). WELS & ELS guests please sign a Connection Card 
and give it to an usher before communing.  Thank you. 
 
The flowers today were provided by Alice Schweiger in remembrance of Derick 
(Schweiger) Bantz. 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
  

Presider ............................................................................................................................   Rev. Shaun Arndt 
Organist..........................................................................................................................   Mrs. Lynn Proeber 
Communion assistants ....................... 8:00 Michael Gresens; Don Johnson; Jeff Zondag; 10:30 Jim Pingel 
Ushers .............................................................................   Team #4    8:00 – Huebner(c);   10:30 – Pilgrim(c) 
 Monday Night – McDowell 
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THE SEASON OF ADVENT  

Today we observe the second week of the season of Advent.  Our word “Advent” is derived 
from the Latin for “coming” or “arrival.”  Advent is a time of preparation when we 
anticipate the arrival of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
There are actually three Advents of Jesus the Bible teaches us about:  
Christ’s coming to this world as the God-Man to save us, which we celebrate at Christmas.  
Christ’s coming again at the end of time to judge the living and the dead and to bring His 
believing people the full enjoyment of the victory over sin and death He won for us.   
Christ’s coming to us right now in the Gospel (the good news of God’s love and 
forgiveness) in the Bible, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Word and Sacrament).   
 
It is through the Holy Spirit’s working repentance and faith by Word and Sacrament that 
we are ready for every arrival of Jesus, whether it be our celebration of His birth at 
Christmas or His coming again on the last day.    
 
The general themes of the four Sundays in Advent can be summarized as follows:  
 

Advent 1 – Readiness 
 
Advent 2 – Repentance 
 
 
 
 
Advent 3 – Rejoicing 
 
 
 
 
Advent 4 – Revelation 

We hear Jesus’ call to be ready for His coming again. 
 
We listen to St. John the Baptizer prepare the way for 
Jesus by believing the dread and deadly reality of our sin 
and looking in faith  to Christ the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. 
 
The good news that Christ comes to rescue us and 
restore us to God brings joy and peace to our hearts to 
encourage us while we still live in this world of struggle 
and sorrow. 
 
God’s Word reveals and Spirit-worked faith believes what 
we could never know or believe on our own: the child 
born of Mary, the eternal God the Son, is our Savior! 

      

THE ADVENT WREATH  
As successive candles are lit on the wreath and the light grows, we are reminded how God gave 
successive promises about the coming Savior through the prophets, until at His birth “the true 
Light that gives light to every man” had arrived into this world (John 1:9). 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway | 702 

Mission Statement 

As men, women and children united in faith and worship by the Word of God, we are committed to 

making disciples, using the gospel to win the lost for Christ, and nurturing believers for Christian 

service, all to the glory of God. 

 

Service Times 

Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 am; Monday 6:30 pm 

Television: Sunday 9:00 am  

channel 98 analog; channel 983 digital 
TDS channel 13 

www.peacewels.org 

1007 Stonehaven Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

 

Church Office: (608) 837-5346  church.office@peacewels.org 

School Office: (608) 834-1200  school.office@peacewels.org 

Pastor Shaun Arndt   shaun.arndt@peacewels.org 

Pastor Luke Werre    luke.werre@peacewels.org 

Principal Kyle Raymond   kyle.raymond@peacewels.org 

Early Childhood Director Kirsten Duin   kirsten.duin@peacewels.org 
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Please stand 
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INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION  

 Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

      For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

      For sins of habit and sins of choice,  

      For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,   

 You should cast me away from your presence forever;  

 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION  

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through 

his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

☩ and of the Holy Spirit 

 Amen. 

 LORD, HAVE MERCY 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in 
sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 Christ, have mercy. 
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 For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as 
we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 Amen.  

 Please be seated 

  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

We light the second Advent candle remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came 
into a world of sin and death. 

We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah.  

John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord. We hear his call to repent. 

We light the second Advent candle as a sign of our repentance and desire for 
renewal. 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 

RESPONSIVE SONG (Red hymnal 23 melody, “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”) 

Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice ! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 
Oh, bid our sad divisions cease, and be yourself the King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 
 

 And also with you. 
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Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By his coming give 
us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

  

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON   Daniel 4:19-37 

 19Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was horrified for a moment, and his thoughts 
troubled him. The king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream and its meaning trouble you.” 

Belteshazzar answered, “My Lord, if only the dream were about your enemies and its 
meaning about your foes!” 

20The tree which you saw grew and became strong. Its height reached to heaven, and it was 
visible to the whole earth.21Its leaves were beautiful, and its fruit was abundant. On it there was 
food for all. The wild animals lived under it, and the birds of the air lived in its branches. 

22You are the tree, Your Majesty. For you have grown, and you have become great. Your 
greatness has increased and reached to heaven. Your dominion reaches to the ends of the 
earth.23And you, Your Majesty, saw a watcher, who was a holy one, coming down from heaven, 
and he said, “Chop down the tree and destroy it. However, leave the stump with its roots in the 
ground, with an iron and bronze band around it. Let it be with the grass of the field. Let it be wet 
with the dew from the sky. Its place will be with the wild animals, until seven times pass over it.” 

24This is the interpretation, Your Majesty:  
It is a decree of the Most High that has come upon my lord, the king. 25You will be driven 

away from humans, and your dwelling will be with the wild animals. You will have to eat plants 
as bulls do, and you will be wet with the dew from the sky. Seven times will pass over you until 
you know that the Most High rules the kingdoms of men, and he gives them to whomever he 
wishes. 26Because they said to leave the stump with the roots of the tree, your kingdom will 
remain yours when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 

27Therefore, Your Majesty, let my advice be pleasing to you. Break away from your sins with 
righteousness and from your guilty deeds by showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps your 
prosperity will be extended. 
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28All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29At the end of twelve months he was walking 
on top of the palace of his kingdom in Babylon. 30The king said, “Isn’t this the great Babylon that 
I built for a royal residence by my mighty power and my majestic glory?” 

31While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice came down from heaven. It said, “It is 
announced to you, King Nebuchadnezzar: The kingdom has been taken away from you. 32You 
will be driven away from humans, and your dwelling will be with the wild animals. Grass will be 
fed to you as grass is fed to bulls, and seven times will pass over you until you know that the 
Most High rules the kingdoms of men, and he gives them to whomever he wishes.” 

33Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar, and he was driven away from 
humans. So he ate grass as bulls do, and his body was wet with the dew from the sky until his 
hair grew long like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws. 

34At the end of the set time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason 
returned to me. So I blessed the Most High, and I praised and glorified the one who lives 
forever, because his dominion is an eternal dominion, and his kingdom lasts forever and ever. 
35All of the inhabitants of the earth are considered to be nothing, and he does as he wishes with 
the army of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth. So there is no one who can hold back the 
hand of the Most High and say to him, “What have you done?” 36At that time my reason 
returned to me, and my splendor and glory returned to me for the honor of my kingdom. So my 
advisors and nobles looked for me. I was reinstated over my kingdom, and I became even more 
majestic than I was before. 37Now, I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt, and honor the King of 
Heaven, because all his works are true, and his ways are just. All those who walk in arrogance he 
is able to humble. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 14 
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SECOND LESSON   Acts 3:19-26 

19Therefore repent and return to have your sins wiped out, 20so that refreshing times may 
come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you. 
21He must receive heaven until the times when everything will be restored, as God spoke 
through the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 

22“Moses said to the fathers: 
The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet from your brothers who is like me. 
Listen to everything he tells you. 23And this is what will happen: Every person who does 
not listen to that Prophet will be completely cut off from the people. 

24“Also, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have talked about these 
days. 25You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with our fathers 
when he said to Abraham: 

In your Descendant all the families of the earth will be blessed. 
26“God raised up his Servant and sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of 

you away from your wicked ways.” 
 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  

Alleluia.  Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.   

All mankind will see God’s salvation.  Alleluia.   

 

 Please stand 
 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 3. 

Glory be to you, O Lord 

In those days, John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, 
2“Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near!” 3Yes, this is he of whom this was spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah: 

A voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.” 
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4John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. His food was 

locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region around the Jordan were 

going out to him. 6They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 
7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to 

them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore 

produce fruit in keeping with repentance! 9Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from 

these stones. 10Already the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not 

produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for 

repentance. But the one who comes after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing shovel is in his hand, 

and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, but 

he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise be to you, O Christ.  

  

 Please be seated 

 

 

 HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry | 16 
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SERMON Matthew 3:1-12 

“Prepare the Way of the Lord” 
 

  
Please stand 

CREED  The Augsburg Confession Article XII – Concerning Repentance 

Of Repentance they teach that for those who have fallen after Baptism there is 
remission of sins whenever they are converted and that the Church ought to 
impart absolution to those thus returning to repentance. Now, repentance 
consists properly of these two parts: One is contrition, that is, terrors smiting 
the conscience through the knowledge of sin; the other is faith, which is born 
of the Gospel, or of absolution, and believes that for Christ’s sake, sins are 
forgiven, comforts the conscience, and delivers it from terrors. Then good 
works are bound to follow, which are the fruits of repentance, as John says in 
Matthew 3: “Bear fruit worthy of repentance.” 

 Please be seated 
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 OFFERING 

Members of Peace have committed themselves to support the ministry of this church through the 
offering. Our guests should not feel obliged to participate. We do ask that you would sign a guest card 
from the chair in front of you and drop it in the offering plate. Thank you. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to 

send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets 

of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 

pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

is near.” 

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. 

Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In 

these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of 

commercialism. 

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your 

Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
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Silent prayer. 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE  

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is good and right so to do. 

 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

 who comes with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working repentance 
and faith by his Spirit until he comes again.  

 Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has 

ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.  

By his incarnation, he became one with us.  

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.  

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.  

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.  
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 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

 Amen.   

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 Amen.  
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

Please be seated 

DISTRIBUTION   

Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members of Peace and 
churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see the inside cover of this worship 
folder.  Thank you.  
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  When All the World Was Cursed | red hymnal 20 
Arise, O Christian People | red hymnal 14 

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying | red hymnal 13 
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Please stand when presider indicates  

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 Now may this true body and blood of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen 

and preserve you in the true faith into life everlasting. Your sins are forgiven. The 

peace of God is with you. Amen. 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 
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 We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your 

holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding 

supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 Amen. 

BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 Amen. 

   

CLOSING HYMN  Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel | 23 v.1 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
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