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Pastor Shaun Arndt 

December 1, 2019 

Sermon Text: Matthew 24:36-44 

Advent 1 – Christ Is Coming: Be Ready! 

 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come.  Amen.      

 

Dear Friends in Christ,   

 

 It was years ago during deer season.  I was alert, gun at the ready, looking for a deer to come down the 

trail.  But as the day wore on, it seemed like the deer would never come.  So I sat back against a tree and put the 

shotgun across my lap.  Soon I was asleep.   

 

Suddenly my eyes popped open to find myself eye-to-eye with a deer less than ten feet away.  By the 

time I fumbled to bring up my gun all I saw was a white tail waving goodbye through the trees.  I wasn’t ready, 

so I missed out. 

 

One day, life on this world will screech to a halt at the sound of the heavenly trumpet as Christ returns in 

glory, surrounded by His angels.  On that day, those who are ready will enter the fullness of eternal joy with our 

Savior, but those who are not ready will be left to eternal judgment.    

 

 For most of us, this isn’t new information.  We’ve heard it many times in the creed: He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.   

 

 But what happened to me in the woods looking for deer can happen to us on a spiritual level.  We may 

start to wonder if Jesus will ever return.  We can lose focus and nod off spiritually.   

 

Therefore, our Dear Lord who loves us and wants us to share His eternal victory tells us exactly what we 

need to hear: Be Ready!     

 

 Jesus tells us to Be Ready as we pay attention to the time; No one knows when that day and hour will 

be… the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not expect him.   

 

We do not and cannot know when Jesus will return on the last day.  Just as a thief does not tell you 

when he is coming to your house, so God has not announced the time when Christ will return.     

 

Jesus drives this truth home with a history lesson: Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be 

when the Son of Man returns… people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage… 

they did not realize what was coming until the flood came and took them all away.    

 

 Though the flood took the ancient world by surprise, it shouldn’t have.  You see, God announced the 

judgment ahead of time and gave people 120 years to turn back to Him.   

 

 He even gave them a giant visible sermon as Noah built the Ark!  That giant ship spoke of impending 

judgment, but also showed the LORD was serious about saving sinners and keeping his ancient promise to send 

the Savior.     

 

Tragically, all but a handful ignored God’s warning and went on with their lives like nothing would ever 

change until the flood swept them away in God’s righteous judgment.        
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 It will be the same way when Jesus returns.  God has given His warning that His judgment against sin 

will come on this world and has also given the way for people to be saved through Jesus.  But once again, the 

vast majority ignores God’s warning and so will not be ready when Jesus returns any more than the ancient 

world was ready for the flood in the days of Noah.   

 

So let us be ready by listening to Jesus’ words.  The end of this world may come at any time: This 

morning. Next week. 1,000 years from now.  Any time.   

 

 Since the last day could be any day, we need to be ready every day.  This isn’t just a logical conclusion, 

it is God’s Word: So be alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.    

 

 Jesus’ point is clear, but how seriously have we always taken His words?  Do we act each day like this 

day might be our last, whether Jesus returns this day or our life ends?   

 

 Do we live each day like the time is short for us to tell that friend or family member about Jesus?  Do we 

support the work of the church with our talents, time, prayers and offerings like the time is running out for us to 

tell the message of Christ’s saving love to a world full of people unprepared to for that last day?  Do we dig into 

God’s Word each day for His comforting promises like this might be our last day before standing before the 

Lord’s judgment throne?   

 

 Or do we think: maybe later, when I have more time.  First, we don’t know how many more days God 

will give any of us—“later” may never come.  Second, there won’t actually be “more” time later either.  The 

fact is, you need to make time now for what is most important.   

 

 But the temptation is strong to think there’s nothing more to life than eating and drinking… marrying 

and giving in marriage.   

 

Now there’s nothing wrong eating, drinking, marrying or any other good gift God gives us to enjoy 

with thanksgiving. The problem is that we can get so caught up with good gifts God gives in this life, that it 

crowds out time for taking care of our faith.   

 

 If you don’t think there is a real danger that you could fall from faith, forget the Lord and not be ready 

for the last day, then stop and realize Jesus, the Lord himself is saying these things to you for a reason!  You 

also need to be ready!   

 

 But we all have old sinful hearts that are so easily distracted.  We fail to be alert and ready, watching 

and praying so that we do not fall into temptation, we don’t make perfect use of the time God has given us.   

 

So there’s no way we can be ready by ourselves or anything we could do.  All we have earned is to be 

swept away in God’s eternal judgment.   

 

 That means to be ready for Jesus’ return we need to look beyond ourselves for help.  Only the Savior 

God can actually make us ready for that last day!   

 

 In our lesson, Jesus calls Himself the Son of Man.  This beautiful little title Jesus so often used to speak 

of himself shows us He is exactly the Savior we need.   

 

He is Man, born of Mary, truly human, and yet this Son of Man is the one who will return to judge the 

living and the dead, for He is true and eternal God, the Son of God who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

reigns forever the One true God.  
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 And why did true God become true man in Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of Man?  Jesus himself 

once answered that question with these words: For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost (Lk 

19:10).   

 

 Jesus came to this world the first time as a little child to rescue, to save us who by our straying hearts 

and sinful imperfection were lost.  As true man, He took our place to live the perfect life of spiritual alertness!   

 

Jesus never wasted a moment of time—He perfectly watched and prayed so that He never fell into 

temptation, but remained sinless and holy.   

 

He worked hard making the most of every moment, teaching God’s saving message, reaching out to 

friend and foe alike, He enjoyed God’s good gifts when He ate and drank with sinners, but never lost His focus, 

never got distracted, but perfectly carried out His saving mission.   

  

 And though He has all the power and might of God as the God-Man, yet Jesus chose to lay aside its full 

use to rescue us.  That’s why in our lesson as He lives on this earth in His humble state not making use of His 

Divine knowledge, Jesus can truly say that not even He knows the day and hour!   

 

Just think, Christ loves you so much He who knows everything chose not to know so He could live in 

your place to save you.   

 

 This is the same love He showed us when He did not make use of His mighty power to crush His 

enemies, but let them nail Him to the cross where He suffered the full weight of the judgment your sin and mine 

deserves.   

 

 With his holy life and innocent death, Jesus built you and me an “Ark” of His saving work, His 

forgiveness full and free, His perfect life counted as our own.  The only way to Be Ready for that last day is 

looking to Jesus in Spirit-worked trust.  Christ alone makes us ready.     
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 Yes, just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be when the Son of Man returns.   By their 

unbelief, many were left and swept away in the judgment of the Flood, but God kept His believers safe, 

rescuing Noah and His family.   

 

 So it will be when Jesus returns.  By their own fault and unbelief, some be left and lost forever in hell at 

the judgment.   
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 But all who trust in Jesus alone as their Savior will not just “survive” the judgment, our lesson says they 

will be taken.  Taken, Take.  This is the exact same word in Greek that Jesus uses in John 14 when after saying 

He is preparing a place for us in His Father’s house, He adds: I will come back and take you to be with me 

that you also may be where I am.   

 

Those who trust in Jesus will experience no condemnation, but only joy and peace on the day their Lord 

returns to take them to share in His victory and happiness forever!    

 

  So Be Ready for that day by firmly keeping the eyes of your faith fixed on Jesus who comes to you in 

Word and Sacrament and do not stop until you see your Savior face to face in heavenly joy!  Yes, Be ready.  In 

Christ alone, you are ready.  Amen.   

 

He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  The grace of the 

Lord Jesus be with God’s people.   Amen.      
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