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Sermon Text: Matthew 3:1-12 

Advent 2 – Christ Is Coming: Repent! 

 

Prepare the Way of the Lord! 

 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people…(just) as he said 

through his holy prophets of long ago.   Amen.                    

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

 

Prepare!  It’s a common theme this time of year.  The Sunday school children prepare their parts for the 

Christmas service.  We get ready for Christmas celebrations by cleaning, decorating, baking, shopping, 

wrapping and so much more.    

 

Prepare!  Before Jesus began His public ministry as the climax of His saving mission, God sent John the 

Baptist with a message to the people of Israel: Prepare the way of the Lord.  Through God’s Word, John’s 

urgent message still speaks to you and me this very day: Prepare!       

 

People are busy preparing, because Christmas is near, just 17 days away!  John tells us to prepare 

because something bigger and better than anything this world can offer is present: because the kingdom of 

heaven is near! 

 

The kingdom of heaven… is not a place or an earthly kingdom like the “Kingdom of England.” The 

kingdom of heaven is God the great heavenly King, graciously coming to rule among His people.  The Lord 

does not rule by taking or demanding, but by winning hearts over His priceless promises and eternal gifts.   

 

God’s Kingdom brings peace and security, joy and happiness that will never come to an end in eternal 

life.  For our King takes away sin, the root cause of all pain, trouble, suffering and death.  In God’s Kingdom, 

there is forgiveness full and free, rescue from death and hell, life from the dead, peace and life with God 

forever!   

 

The Kingdom is near, because the Savior King, the Lord Jesus is present with the rescue and life with 

God He brings for all people.  But in the end, the only ones who will enjoy the blessings of this eternal kingdom 

are those who are prepared.   

 

So how do you prepare the way for the Lord?  Like the prophets before him, and like Jesus after him, 

John the Baptist tells us: Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near.   

 

Only those who repent enjoy God’s kingdom.  This Bible word repent first-of-all means a complete 

and total change when it comes to sin.     

 

Our lesson takes a picture from ancient times to illustrate this.  When a king was coming to your town, 

you would prepare by fixing up the roads for His arrival.  Since our King is the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

he deserves nothing less than a perfectly straight and smooth road: Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his 

paths straight.”       

 

But there’s a problem.  That doesn’t describe us!  Instead our natural sinful hearts are crooked and fill 

our lives with sharp turns of sin in thought and action.   

 



 God commands a perfectly straight path of trust in His promises, but we respond with a crooked path 

that winds between worry and doubt on one side to pride and forgetting-we-need-the-Lord on the other side.  

The Lord teaches us to be content because He is our Greatest Treasure, but our sinful hearts quickly veer off 

course toward greed and selfishness, jealousy and envy of others.   

 

 Now listening to the call Repent is definitely not saying to ourselves, “Boy I can think of some people 

who really need to hear this and admit their sin!”  No.  That’s the way the Pharisees thought when they came to 

John but didn’t want anything to with repentance, because they didn’t think they needed it.  They saw 

themselves as good enough by who they were and what they did.  After all they were leaders in the true church, 

descendants of Abraham himself!   

 

But John said that wouldn’t save them from the coming wrath, God’s righteous punishment for sin.  

The same goes if we think we’re good with God just because we were confirmed, or we are members of a 

church, or sit in these chairs on a Sunday, or because my grandpa was a pastor, or because I am a pastor.  None 

of that will save you. 

 

So, repent is instead saying with the Psalmist: Against you Lord… I have sinned.  Yes, Lord, I am the 

one in need of your mercy!   

 

Notice John doesn’t make a distinction, saying there’s some bad in your life to repent for, but you’ve 

probably got plenty of good that’s just fine.  No!  He simply says: Repent, as in everything!  For all we of 

ourselves can bring to the table is sin: we are sinful from the beginning of life, sinful in thought and word and 

deed.  By nature, all we are and all we do needs a total change from sin to holiness.   

 

 Repent is believing there is not a thing we can do to save ourselves!  John told the Pharisees and 

Sadducees: Produce fruit in keeping with repentance!   

 

These religious leaders loved to boast of the good works they did, the laws and commands they followed 

and the sacrifices they made for God.  But because they refused to see themselves as wretched sinners in need 

of rescue, despite all their efforts, in God’s sight they were dead trees ready to be cut down.     

 

Repent is taking seriously what God says our sins have earned us:  the sharp axe of God’s judgment 

falling upon us, forever burning in the unquenchable fire of hell.   

 

Hand me a life jacket on dry land I say, “ok…”  But give me a life jacket when I’m on a sinking ship 

and I’ll cling to it for dear life.  Dear friends, recognize in this call to repent, that we are on the sinking ship of 

our sin and we desperately need rescue.  If you do not see that about yourself you are not listening to God’s 

Word through John and you will never be prepared for what Christmas is all about and you will not enter the 

joys of God’s kingdom.   

 

So repent, see that sin is not something fun or no big deal, but that it is a death sentence dragging us 

down to the depths of hell.   

  

Do not stop there, but also listen to the rest of John’s message, where God himself puts the life jacket 

around us that lifts us up into the Kingdom of Heaven:  The One who comes after me is mightier than I. I am 

not worthy to carry his sandals.    

 

First, notice John puts himself in the same sinking boat as you and me.  He doesn’t deserve a place in 

God’s Kingdom either, He can’t even carry the King’s sandals.   

 



And yet John tells us that King is coming to save: Repent, because the Kingdom of heaven is near.  

We could not make our way into God’s Kingdom, so He brought it to us.  He gave us a King from heaven itself, 

a King who even as John spoke was walking among His people to save them.   

 

This is the King whose birth we celebrate at Christmas.  The King who is the Mighty God, who so loved 

us, He became a helpless baby in a manger.  Jesus shared our flesh and blood, body and soul to come and rescue 

us from the coming wrath our sin deserves.   

 

Just marvel for a moment at this!  God the Son, actually had sandals to carry as He lived in this world 

in our place, as He stood in our sandals so to speak, keeping the commands we broke.  

 

Jesus walked the perfect life of faith and obedience as our stand in.  His trust in God’s promises was 

unshakeable.  His heart was content in God alone, even when He had no place to lay his head, even when the 

only place to lay His head was a manger!     

 

Jesus lived this sinless life to save you, to count you holy and perfect in God’s sight.  He gives us that 

complete change we needed from sin to holiness, as He replaces our sinful crookedness with His own straight 

paths.    

 

And then Jesus took our lifetime of crooked, sinful thoughts, words and deeds coming out of sinful 

crooked hearts and He took the blame and punishment for it all!  Again, Jesus “stepped into our sandals” as He 

let the ax of God’s judgment strike Him down instead of us.  As He suffered on the cross, God poured out the 

unquenchable fire we deserve on Jesus, instead of us!   

 

 Risen from the grave, Jesus your King is near with the forgiveness He won for you on the cross!   

 

 So near in fact, that He literally touched you with His forgiveness and holiness in your baptism.  John 

baptiz(ed) people for repentance so that they would be part of God’s kingdom.   

 

The Lord ruled all human history so that the same thing would happen for you, when you were brought 

to the baptismal font.  Just as the book of Galatians says: As, many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

been clothed with Christ.   

 

Jesus’ forgiveness and holiness are yours.  You are now greater than a child of Abraham, for God’s 

Word promises: you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  Connected to Jesus through Spirit- 

worked faith, you are God’s children and part of His eternal Kingdom!   

 

In its broadest definition, repent also means a change about how you are saved: understanding you 

cannot do anything to get right with God, but that Jesus has done it all for you.  So if you do not see yourself as 

God’s dearly loved, forgiven child through Jesus, then you are not listening to John and you are not prepared.   

 

Instead, listen to this message repent and look to Jesus Christ alone as the Savior you desperately need 

and trust His promise: you are forgiven and will share in the joys of His everlasting Kingdom!   

 

Yes the Kingdom of heaven is near—it is staring us right in the face in Words of the Bible that tell you 

how Jesus saves you, in the promise God made in your baptism that He adopted you into His family and in 

Jesus’ body and blood given for you for forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper. So let us listen with Spirit-given 

faith, confess our sins and looking to Jesus who prepares us for eternal life!  Amen.   

 

Because of our God’s merciful compassion, the Dawn from on high will visit us… to guide our feet into the way 

of peace.  Amen.   

 


