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Pastor Shaun Arndt 

December 15, 2019 

Sermon Text: Job 1:6-22 

Advent 3 – Christ Is Coming: Wait Patiently 

 

“When there is no reason to rejoice… 

…there is still a Reason to rejoice!” 

 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people…(just) as he said 

through his holy prophets of long ago.   Amen.                      

 

Dear Friends in Christ…  

 

 It's the most wonderful time of the year 

 With the kids jingle belling,  

 When friends come to call,  

 It's the hap-happiest season of all.  

 There'll be parties for hosting  

 Marshmallows for toasting  

 And caroling out in the snow,   

 When loved ones are near  

 It's the most wonderful time of the year.   

 

Now it is true those things in that old Christmas song are good gifts of God that we can enjoy with 

thanksgiving to God.  But if the decorations, gifts and get-togethers are what makes this the most wonderful 

time of the year, then our Christmas celebrations will be shallow and short-lived.      

 

And it will fall apart if there aren’t many presents because money is tight.  If the friends don’t come to 

call because the friends moved away or the relationship fell apart, or if there’s tension and argument in the 

family, or that dear loved one is no longer on this earth, then we may have no reason to rejoice.   

 

But the Lord who loves us and wants us to rejoice, not just at Christmas, but for all eternity, teaches us 

in His Word that even When there is no reason to rejoice… there is still the Reason to rejoice.   

 

 After what happened, we might expect Job would never again rejoice.  Especially since Job didn’t know 

what we learn at the start of our reading.  He didn’t know how the angels assembled, the devil showed up, and 

how God was setting Satan up for defeat.   

 

 Despite all Satan’s roaming the earth and causing trouble, He still can’t destroy God’s work.  The Lord 

is in control and working for the good of his people.   

 

God brought Job to faith, and through His promises, God would keep Job in faith despite the devil’s best 

shots.  You see, it was never Job versus Satan, but it would be God versus Satan and God will win for His 

people.      

 

 But Job didn’t know this.  Without warning his world came crashing down in a single day.  All of his 

wealth—his herds and flocks for farming, food, wool, and trading were wiped out.  But worst of all, his dearly 

loved 10 children were all dead.   
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 Job’s reaction is utterly amazing!  He doesn’t explode with anger cursing the raiders and longing for 

revenge.  He doesn’t shake his fist at heaven shouting: Why God?  How could you let this happen?  He doesn’t 

become desperate and try to end his own life.   

 

And it’s not because He isn’t devastated by these losses. He is. He shows his grief in the custom of his 

culture: tearing his clothes and shaving his head as he mourns.     

 

Then Job falls to the ground, to worship. Job praises God: The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken 

away.  May the name of the LORD be blessed. 

 

Job doesn’t think God is powerless or has forgotten about him.  He confesses the Lord is in control and 

in His Divine wisdom has allowed these losses.  And He blesses, He praises the saving name of the LORD.   

 

When humanly speaking, there was no reason to rejoice, Job still rejoiced in the Lord!  This is a joy— 

not an outward happiness based on whether things are good or bad in life, but a joy based on trust in the Lord 

and his unfailing love and promises.   

 

How amazing!  Especially when we compare it to the way we so often handle trouble and loss.   

 

Yes, like Job we all experience those deep and overwhelming moments of sorrow that crush our hearts.  

But there are also plenty of times we have suffered a whole lot less than Job but acted a whole lot worse.   

 

Our old sinful hearts make it so much easier to come up with a list of reasons to complain, rather than 

praise God for His goodness.  What is it but sin, that makes us recall and be bitter about two days of loss when 

the LORD has taken away, but easily overlook about a 100 days when the LORD gave, blessing us richly.    

 

How often our first reaction in pain and suffering can be to panic or pout rather than pray, whine rather 

than worship, and question God instead of praising Him.  God, where are you?  Don’t you care?  Have you 

forgotten about me?  

 

 Even when we’ve just muttered in hearts this isn’t fair, the sinful nature within is charging the LORD 

who does all things well as though He is doing wrong.   

 

And so the devil works hard to drive us away from God instead of running to the Lord in time of trouble.    

 

Such reactions can show that deep down, we start to base our hope and joy on earthly blessings instead 

of on the Lord, our greatest treasure.  Kind of like the way we can be tempted to think the joy of Christmas 

depends on gifts and gatherings, rather than the good news of the Christ child born for us!    

 

Suppose God acted fairly and gave us exactly what our sins deserve… then left to ourselves we would 

be buried beneath an avalanche of trouble in this life followed by the never-ending sorrow of hell.  Then we 

would have no reason to rejoice.  

    

But instead, God has shown us amazing love and mercy.  He has given us The Reason to rejoice!  It is 

the same Reason that led Job to praise God’s name even from the depths of horrible loss, The Reason Job 

spoke about later on, in Job 19: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the 

earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.   

 

Yes, Job needed a Redeemer, a Savior to rescue and defend him.  Though we heard about a towering 

moment in Job’s faith in our lesson, praising God in the middle of loss, yet Job was a sinner just like us.   
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Though he never gave in and cursed God in unbelief in his troubles, yet when you read the rest of the 

Bible book that bears his name we also hear him stumbling, complaining and questioning God just like we have.   

 

Yet, Job remained confident, could be sure He was right with God, because He had a Redeemer to take 

his sin away, one who would even physically raise Job up from death to eternal life!     

 

Job’s Redeemer, Jesus, is also our Redeemer.  Jesus gives us the Reason to always Rejoice, because He 

rescues from our biggest problem: our sin that should condemn us to hell.      

 

In Jesus, we have The Reason to rejoice even if everything is falling apart around us.  For Jesus shows 

us God has not forgotten about us but is on our side to save us!  God chose to make our problem to be His 

problem when He sent His Son born of Mary.   

 

I think it’s safe to say, that we usually like to avoid pain, loss and suffering if we can.  But Jesus’ love 

was so great, He chose to come into this world of tears, to take the path of pain, trouble and suffering, all to set 

us free.     

 

For you, for me, Jesus chose to suffer loss as greater than Job’s losses as heaven is above earth!  For the 

almighty, Holy Son of God who only good entered this world in weakness and lowliness, suffered pain, 

rejection and insult.  His closest friends deserted him, one betrayed him and one denied he ever knew Jesus.   

 

And then on a cross, He endured hell’s sorrow, the fair punishment our sins truly deserved.  By manger 

and cross and everything in between, Jesus proves His love for you is so great, He would rather go to hell for 

you then go to heaven without you.    

 

He did it all without whining or complaining.  Jesus had every right to say what He suffered wasn’t fair, 

but He chose to suffer it all for you, all for me.    

 

Jesus did it to give us Reason to Rejoice forever!  By His saving work, He removes every sinful 

complaint, every failure to praise God in confident trust.  He has replaced it all with His own uncomplaining 

obedience, His perfectly enduring cross and suffering to save us.   

 

The result is Jesus gives us the heaven He alone earned instead of the hell we deserve.  Trusting in Jesus, 

the day will come when we get to rejoice right along with Job with glorified risen bodies that will never suffer 

again!  Jesus is why no matter what we experience, we still have a reason to rejoice for all eternity!    

 

Just as He was for Job, Jesus is also the Reason for us to be able to trust and bless our Savior God even 

in midst of earthly pain and sorrow.   

 

After all, if God loved you enough to become poor and lowly for you, lying in a manger, joined to your 

flesh and blood to give you a heavenly home free from trouble, then He absolutely must care about you, 

regardless of how your troubles make you feel.   

 

Jesus’ rising from the grave means your Redeemer lives to stand by your side and keep His promise to 

be with you and help you in every difficulty, just as He has said: Never will I leave you,  Never will I forsake 

you.   
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Yes, the LORD gave… He has given you what is most important, treasures that will endure forever: 

The Father gave His Son to save you and prove His love for you.  The Son laid down His life for you.  Through 

the Word, the Holy Spirit gave you the miracle of faith to believe and live forever.   

 

All this proves the LORD will most certainly keep His promise to do what is best for you.  And yes, that 

includes when the LORD has taken away.  Look at his love to you in Jesus and let it assure you that your God 

loves you enough to even take away a momentary comfort or blessing on earth if in doing so means keeping 

you in Christ and bringing your safely home to heaven.    

 

In Jesus, we always have The Reason to rejoice.  Even with tears in our eyes, we can rejoice in our 

hearts to see the manger, the cross, the empty tomb, and know that the Lord loves us!   

 

Look to the proof of God’s love for you in Jesus, and no matter whether things are good or things are 

bad, your Savior gives you the Reason to rejoice forever!  Amen.   

 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  The Lord is near.  Amen.   

 

 


