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The First Sunday After the Epiphany 

The Baptism of  our Lord 
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
January 12, 2020 

WELCOME!  
We love that you are here today!  We are glad that you have joined us to hear the good news 
and peace God gives us through Jesus’ baptism and our own baptisms.  The service is 
printed for you in its entirety in this worship folder, with the exception of the communion 
distribution hymns which may found in the red hymnals under the chairs in front of you.  
 

Restrooms are located in the hallways to the right as you exit the worship space,  
as well as across the hallway as you enter into the school hall.       

 

Quiet room  If you have a young child or nursing infant and are in need of a quiet 
place which still allows you to see/hear the service you may use the library in the 
back of this worship space. 

 

Quiet bags with activities for young children are available on the rack just inside 
the doors of this worship space.      
 

Connection cards are found in the pocket on the back of the chair in front of you. 
We ask that before worship or during the offering you fill one out and drop it in 
the offering plate or hand it to an usher at your convenience. 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR PRACTICE OF “CLOSE COMMUNION” 

Christ says the Sacrament is an expression of unity (1 Co 10:16-17). We WANT to be unified 
with you on the basis of Christ and His teaching! Honesty compels us to ask you to WAIT 
before communing with us: 1) until you’ve had a chance to find out what we teach; 2) until 
you make your unity with us evident by membership at Peace. Regular classes are 
conducted for this purpose (837-5346). WELS & ELS guests please sign a Connection Card 
and give it to an usher before communing.  Thank you. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

At Jesus’ Baptism heaven is opened, the Father speaks and the Holy Spirit came down 
upon Him, letting us see that He is indeed God’s Son, the promised Savior we need.          

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
  

Presider  Rev. Luke C. Werre 

Sermon  Rev. Shaun Arndt 

Organist Mrs. Jennifer Werre 
UshersTeam  #3    8:00 – Meyer (c);   10:30 –Dobbratz(c); Monday Night –Miller 
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GATHERING RITE ON HOLY BAPTISM 
  

Please stand 

M In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.1 

C Amen. 

 

 
 I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 

and the Spirit.  

 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  (John 3:5,6) 

 

 Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.   
(Psalm 51:5) 

 But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

 
1 These words mark the beginning of the service and the beginning of our relationship with God. They 
were spoken at our baptism. 
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 As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 
 

 Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 
 Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by 
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the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant 
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless 
(Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 2 

  Amen. 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray.  

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into 
Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with him of everlasting 
life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 Please be seated 

 
2 This is the ongoing use of our baptism: we confess our sins and our sins are “absolved” or washed by the 
announcement of God’s forgiveness in Christ. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON   Isaiah 42:1-7 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight. 
I am placing my Spirit upon him.  He will bring forth the verdict for the nations. 
2He will not cry out.  He will not raise his voice.   
He will not make his voice heard in the street. 
3A bent reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not snuff out. 
He will faithfully bring forth the verdict. 
4He will not grow dim, and he will not be crushed until he establishes the verdict on the 
earth.  The coastlands will wait for his teaching.  5This is what the true God says, the LORD, 
who creates the heavens and stretches them out, who spreads out the earth and everything 
that comes out of it, who gives breath to the people upon it and life to those who walk on it. 
6“I am the LORD.  I am calling you in righteousness.  I will grasp your hand,  
and I will guard you.  I will appoint you to be a covenant for the people, 
to be a light for the nations, 7to open blind eyes, to bring the prisoners out of the dungeon 
and to bring those who live in darkness out of prison. 
 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 45 

  

 
My heart is stirred by a noble theme* 

as I recite my verses for the King. 
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You are the most excellent of men,* 
and your lips have been anointed with grace. 

 
Gird your sword upon your side, O Mighty One;* 

clothe yourself with splendor and majesty. 
 
In your majesty ride forth victoriously;* 

let your right hand display awesome deeds. 
 
Refrain 
 
Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;* 

a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
 
You love righteousness and hate wickedness;* 

therefore God has anointed you with the oil of joy. 
 
I will perpetuate your memory through all generations;* 

therefore the nations will praise you for ever and ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 

 SECOND LESSON   Acts 10:34-38 

34Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really am beginning to understand that God does not 
show favoritism, 35but in every nation, anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36He sent his word to the people of Israel, proclaiming the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 

37“You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John preached. 38God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 
around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the Devil, because God was with him. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  
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 Alleluia.  You are my Son, whom I love;  

 With you I am well pleased.  Alleluia 

  

 Please stand 
 

 

GOSPEL Matthew3:13-17 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 3. 

Glory be to you, O Lord 

 
 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan. 14But John tried to 

stop him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” 
15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John let him. 16After Jesus was baptized, he immediately went up out of 
the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened for him! He saw the Spirit of God, descending 
like a dove and landing on him, 17and a voice out of the heavens said, “This is my Son, whom I 
love. I am well pleased with him.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

 Please be seated 

 
 HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert | 709 
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SERMON Matthew 3:13-17 

“What’s the big deal with Baptism?”  

Please stand when presider indicates  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated 
  

OFFERING 

Visitors need not feel obliged to participate in this offering. We do ask you to fill out a 
“Connection Card” from the chair in front of you and drop it in the offering plate or give it to an 
usher. Thank you! 

 

Please stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord Jesus, at your baptism you revealed yourself as the obedient Son of Man, fulfilling 
all righteousness. Your heavenly Father revealed you as his beloved Son, in whom he is 
well pleased. The Holy Spirit revealed you as the Christ, anointed and armed to 
destroy the work of the devil. 

We thank you, beloved Son of God, that you took on yourself the nature of a 
servant, became like us, and were obedient to the will of your heavenly Father. 

Lord Jesus, eternal Word of God, you have connected your mighty Word and gracious 
promises to the water of Holy Baptism. In Baptism you cleansed us from sin, redeemed 
us from death, and clothed us in your perfect righteousness. We praise you for the 
promise and treasure of Baptism. 

Encourage us to remember our baptisms daily as we die to sin and rise to new 
life with you. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE  

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is good and right so to do. 

 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who came as the Light of the world so that the world may have light and life through 
him. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 
your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has 
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.  

By his incarnation, he became one with us.  
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.  
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.  
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.  

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
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preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting. 

Amen.   

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen.  

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  
  

 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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Please be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION   
Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members of Peace and 
churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see the cover of this bulletin.  Thank you.  
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord | red hymnal 89 
How Lovely Shines the Morning Star | red hymnal 79 

 


