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Sermon Text: Psalm 98 

Christmas Day: Join In the New Song! 

 

I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  Amen.      

For our sermon we meditate on the words of Psalm 98 that we sang earlier in the service.   

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 Christmas and music just go together.  It’s been that way from the start.  God who gives us the ability to 

make music, filled the record of Jesus’ birth with songs that we still use in worship today: the song of the 

angels: Glory to God in the highest, the song of Mary and the Song of Simeon.   

 

Today we sang another God-given song found in the Old Testament Hymnal: the book of Psalms.  

Psalm 98 speaks of a New Song filled with marvelous things only God can do.  This song is ancient, and yet it 

will never get old, but will last through eternity.  On this Christmas day, let us listen to and then Join in the 

New Song.   

 

Psalm 98 is loud!  Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  It calls upon all 

the earth, the sea, the mountains and rivers to shout for joy to the LORD and burst into jubilant songs 

with music, to make music and join in singing.   

 

 To understand this joyful noise, we need to know about the old song.  The old song can stand for what 

the book of Revelation calls the old order of things, things like death, sorrow, crying and pain.   

 

The old song is all that sin brought into the world.  Ever since our first parents sided with Satan and 

went astray, this tragic song of hurt and grief has filled the world.   

 

We still hear it in every fight between brothers and sisters, in wars between nations, we hear it in 

political strife, crime, oppression, murder, disease, disappointment and death.   

 

 Since God made this world for human beings, the sour notes of human sin has spilled over into nature, 

bringing thorns and thistles, death and disaster.  So our dogs and cats get sick and die.  Drought, disease and 

early snows destroy crops.  Emerald Ash Borer destroys beautiful old trees, storms and floods bring death and 

destruction.     

 

Sin’s sad old song also plays loud and clear in you and me.  Inside each of us is an old sinful nature 

handed down parent to child all the way back to Adam and Eve’s first sin in the garden of Eden.  Our sinful 

hearts croak out the sour notes of guilt and shame, fear and doubt, lust and selfish hate, thirst for personal 

vengeance, jealousy and greed and every sinful failure to perfectly love God and serve neighbor in word and 

action as well.   

  

All this sin, our sin, is nothing less than a horrible, screeching racket in the ears of the Holy God who 

deserves only the sweetest melody of perfect love and obedience.  So all we should hear is God’s thundering 

judgment and the endless weeping and gnashing of teeth in hell.   

 

We desperately need a new song!  



 

 

And oh what an amazing song God gives us to sing this day!  The Child in Bethlehem’s manger brings a 

brand new song to our hearts, to our lips, to our world!  Sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done 

marvelous things.   

 

Just think of the marvelous brand new things God gives us to sing about at Christmas!  The virgin will 

be with child and will give birth to a son.  The birth of Jesus is marvelous, new and amazing.   

 

After long generations of children conceived and born sinful, by the awesome miracle of the Holy Spirit, 

through wondrous power of God, though born of a sinful woman, yet Jesus is born without sin.   

 

After thousands of years of human hearts stained with sin, Jesus’ heart is pure and perfect.  Born of 

Mary, He is truly human.  He shares our flesh and blood, body and soul, hurts, pains and temptations, but not 

our sinful condition!   

 

 And yet this child wrapped in swaddling clothes is also the One true eternal God, through whom 

everything was made.  The One Who in the manger lies is He who built the starry sky.  This little baby with 

tiny little fingers is the mighty LORD whose right hand of power opened a highway of dry land for His people 

through the Red Sea!   

 

No wonder the psalmist urges us to join in the new song, for truly the LORD has done marvelous 

things with this amazing birth in Bethlehem.   

 

But more marvelous still is why God the Son, the eternal Word became flesh.  The Psalm sings: The 

LORD has made His salvation known.  He did it all to save us!  He did it all to rescue you and me from the 

sad song of our sin and all the eternal pain it earned.   

 

 Jesus comes to end the sad song of sin and death and replace it with eternal peace!  He replaces our sin-

stained birth with His pure and holy one.  He replaces the screeching of our every sin with the perfect melody of 

the Holy life He lived in our place, a life that from beginning to end was in tune with all God requires!  Yes, 

Jesus has revealed His righteousness… in His righteous, holy life in all He did.     

 

 With His righteousness, Jesus makes the most marvelous gift exchange ever!  He puts the perfect song 

of His obediently keeping all God’s commands into our hearts, lives and mouths so that now God no longer 

hears the shrieking of our sin, but only the perfect melody of Jesus’ sinless life.  And then on the cross, Jesus 

took our sin and the thunder of God’s judgment we deserved to hear.    

 

 To see just how marvelous this song of Jesus’ love is, consider this: If you have a choice to change the 

channel, and a song comes on the radio that just grates on your ears, what are you going to do?  You change the 

channel.  You definitely don’t go out and buy that song!   

 

But that’s exactly what Jesus did.  As the Holy One, sin is like the sound of fingernails scratching on a 

chalk board, or the piercingly loud feedback of a microphone.  But in love for us, He leaves the serene sounds 

of heaven to live in this world of sinful discord.   

 

On the cross, He let the volume be turned up all the way as He suffered what our sin deserved!  Yes, the 

LORD has done marvelous things for you and me only because of His love and His faithfulness.    

 

On Easter morning, the Lord again did a marvelous thing!  With His glorious rising from the grave, 

Jesus drowned out the old song of death to show that those who trust in Him will not experience the sounds of 

hell’s weeping, but will share our Savior’s chorus of life and victory over the grave!    



 

 But there’s still one more verse to this new song of Jesus’ love for us!  Remember how human sin 

brought the sad song of pain, misery and death to the created world of nature as well?  A day is coming when 

Jesus’ New Song will also replace the groaning of this sin ruined creation.    

 

 The verses of Psalm 98, not included in the shortened version we sang earlier, puts it this way: Let the 

sea resound, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.  Let the rivers clap their hands.  Let the 

mountains sing together for joy… before the LORD, for He comes to judge the earth.   

 

 2 Peter puts it like this: In keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 

new earth, the home of righteousness.   

 

 The prophet Isaiah describes that perfect eternal home Jesus will give to His people when He comes 

again in glory at the last day with these words: The sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no 

more… the wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox… they will neither 

harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain.   

 

And the hymn Joy to the World says it this way: Let Heav’n and nature sing!   Let all their songs 

employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy!  Nor more let sins and sorrows 

grow nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found.   

 

 In that perfect new world, where we will live with God, the old song of sin and pain and death in nature 

will forever be replaced with the music of peace, beauty and happiness that will never come to an end!   

 

While God doesn’t tell us everything we would like to know about that new world we will live in, He 

tells us what we need to know: that it will be perfect in every way, every hurt will be gone and every wrong will 

be righted and God’s people will live in endless peace.   

 

 Most importantly, He shows us the way to Join in this New Song of heavenly Joy: All the ends of the 

earth have seen the salvation of our God.   

 

 And so through His Word, you see it too, don’t you?  Right there in the manger, is God’s Salvation, 

God’s Rescue, our Savior Jesus born to take away the sad song of our sin and welcome us into heaven’s endless 

melody.       

 

 With Spirit-given faith, take a good look at God’s Love for you lying in the manger, and if you listen 

carefully, you will hear it…the new and joyful, heavenly song.  Amen.  

  

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! Amen. 

 


