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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD – CHRISTMAS EVE       

GOD’S LOVE IN SCRIPTURE AND SONG              

M(inister):  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation):  Amen. 

M:  God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

C:   While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 

M: So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, 

C:  so also death spread to all people because all sinned. (Romans 5:12) 

M:  Certainly, I was guilty when I was born. 

C: I was sinful when my mother conceived me. (Psalm 51:5)  

 God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour 
Was born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan's pow’r 
When we were gone astray: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 
M: But when the set time had fully come, 

C: God sent his Son to be born of a woman, 

M: so that he would be born under the law, in order to redeem those under the law, 

C: so that we would be adopted as sons. (Galatians 4:4-5) 

M: For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

C: but to save the world through him. (John 3:17) 
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 Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed; 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
M: “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all 

people:    

C: Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord.” 

(Luke 2:10-11) 

M: “Glory to God in the highest,   

C: and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.” (Luke 2:14) 

  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
M: This is how God’s love for us was revealed: 

C: God has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through 

him.  

M: This is love: not that we have loved God,  

C: but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

(1 John 4:9-10) 

M: The LORD has made his salvation known. 

C: He has revealed his righteousness to the eyes of the nations. (Psalm 98:2) 

M: Let the heavens rejoice. Let the earth celebrate. 

C: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it. (Psalm 96:11) 
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 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
CHILDREN’S SONG    I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes | 51 v.1-3 

Grades K4-3 
 
 

I am so glad when Christmas comes, 
The night of Jesus’ birth, 
When Bethl’em’s star shone as the sun, 
And angels sang on earth. 
 

The little child of Bethlehem, 
He was a king indeed! 
For he came down from heav’n above 
To help a world in need. 

He lives again in heaven’s realm, 
The Son of God today; 
And still he loves his little ones 
And hears them when they pray. 

 
 

LOVE’S BIRTH                    

Recitation by Peace Sunday School Children        Luke 2:1-20 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 
And everyone went to his own town to register.   
 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  
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While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 
 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 
joy for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  
 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
 

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just 
as they had been told. 
 

 
HYMN    Angels We Have Heard on High | 63 

Grades K4-8 v. 1;  Congregation & Grades 4-8 v.2-3 
 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain:   
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? 
 

Refrain 
 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
 

Refrain 
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LOVE RESCUES 
LESSON  Isaiah 9:2,6-7 

2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. For those living in the land of the 
shadow of death, the light has dawned.  

6For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. 
He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7There 
will be no limit to his authority and no end to the peace he brings. He will rule on David’s throne 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from now 
on, into eternity. The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this. 

 
 

HYMN    A Great and Mighty Wonder | 36 v.1,4,5 
 

A great and mighty wonder, a glorious mystery: 
A virgin bears an infant who veils his deity. 
 
Refrain:  
Repeat the hymn again:  
“To God on high be glory and peace on earth to men.” 
 

Since all he comes to ransom, by all be he adored, 
The infant born in Bethl’em, the Savior and the Lord.   
 
Refrain 
 

All idols then shall perish and Satan’s lying cease, 
And Christ shall raise his scepter, decreeing endless peace.   
 
Refrain 
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LOVE’S NAME 
 
LESSON  Matthew 1:18-25 

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged in marriage 
to Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 
19Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her. So he decided to 
divorce her privately. 20But as he was considering these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  

22All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name him Immanuel,” which 
means, “God with us.”  

24When Joseph woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him. He took Mary home as his wife, 25but he was not intimate with her until she gave birth to 
her firstborn son. And he named him Jesus. 

 
 
 

HYMN    Now Sing We, Now Rejoice | 34 
 

 



7 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LOVE BRINGS PEACE 
 
LESSON  Micah 5:2-5 

2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, from you, 
will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. His goings forth are from the beginning, 
from the days of eternity.  

3Therefore the LORD will give them up, until the time when the woman who is in labor bears 
a child. Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel. 4He 
will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD 
his God. They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth. 5This 
one will be their peace. 
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HYMN    O Little Town of Bethlehem | 65 
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LOVE MAKES US HEIRS 
 
LESSON  Titus 3:1-8 

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready to do any good 
work, 2to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, to be gentle, and to display every courtesy 
toward all people. 3For at one time we ourselves were also foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
enslaved by many kinds of evil desires and pleasures, living in malice and jealousy, being hated 
and hating one another.  

4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, 5he saved us 
-not by righteous works that we did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us through 
the washing of rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
become heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal life.  

8This saying is trustworthy. And I want you to insist on these things, so that those who 
believe in God are intent on keeping busy with good works. These things are honorable and 
useful for the people. 

 
 

HYMN    Let All Together Praise Our God | 41 v.1,5-6 
 

Let all together praise our God before his highest throne; 
Today he opens heav’n again and gives us his own Son, 
And gives us his own Son. 
 

He serves that I a lord may be—a great exchange indeed! 
Could Jesus’ love do more for me to help me in my need, 
To help me in my need? 
 

For us he opens wide the door of paradise today. 
The angel guards the gate no more; to God our thanks we pay, 
To God our thanks we pay. 

 
SERMON  John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

 
The Greatest Gift  
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HYMN      Peace Came to Earth | 707    
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THANK OFFERING  

Members of Peace have committed themselves to support the ministry of this church 
through the offering. Our guests should not feel obliged to participate. We do ask that you 
would sign a guest card from the chair in front of you and drop it in the offering plate.  
 

 
 
 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   Sung to the tune of “Away in a Manger” 

 Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name! 
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone; 
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 

 
The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 
As we forgive others, our sins take away; 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near; 
From evil deliver your children most dear. 
 
For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign. 
And yours is the power; all things you maintain. 
To you be the glory, resounding again 
From all of creation, forever! Amen. 

 
 
 
BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C:   Amen. 
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HYMN   Silent Night! Holy Night | 60  
 

 

 
 

 


