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Sermon Text: John 3:16 

Christmas Eve –The Greatest Gift! 

 

Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to His people on earth.  Amen.              

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

   

 I don’t think it’s a wild guess to say that most of the children here have spent some today thinking about 

the gifts they will open… and maybe a few adults too.  Ok, if I’m honest… on Christmas Eve, I think about 

gifts too.      

 

 In a way, it is good to think about gifts at Christmas, especially if it helps us to see The Greatest Gift.  

The gift not wrapped in paper, but in swaddling cloths.  The gift not placed beneath a Christmas tree, but laid 

in a manger.  The Gift we hear about in John 3:16:  

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 

Need makes a gift great.  A new tie for a person who has a closet full of ties is a nice gift, a lovely gift, 

but it is not truly needed.  The person who gives one of their kidneys to save another from death, that is a great 

gift for a great need.   

 

 The gift God gave that we celebrate at Christmas is the Greatest Gift, because it meets our greatest 

need: This gift tells us God loves us.  

 

 And yes, we need to hear this, because there are so many things we see and experience that can make us 

question, “Does God really love us?”   

 

 We see a world broken and wearing out because of sin: fires, earthquakes, floods, droughts, disasters of 

every sort.  We see a messy world filled with human sin—stealing, hurting, jealousy, arrogance and injustice 

everywhere.  We experience our own personal sorrows and setbacks.  And we may start to wonder, is there a 

God, does He even care?   

 

 Deep down inside, a nagging voice adds: “there is no way God should love me.  How could he love me 

when there are those things in my past and the guilt of the present: shameful things I’ve thought, hurtful things 

I’ve said.  Not just regretful things I’ve done, but all those things I should have done but didn’t, the help I didn’t 

give because I was looking out for myself.”   

 

 The unvarnished truth is this: though there’s a lot of evil out there in the world, yet the cause behind it 

all: greed, envy, jealousy and self-focus, such evil also lives inside here, in my unclean heart.   

 

And since God’s Word calls even those attitudes sin which deserve everlasting punishment, the question 

is not so much “Does God love me?”, but “How could God love me?”   

 

But no matter how you ask it, the answer is the same.  Yes, He did love you.  Yes, He does love you.  

No matter how things may sometimes look, no matter how unlovable or abandoned you may feel, the reality is 

God does indeed love you!   

 



 

He says so: For God so loved the world… And He proves it by the Gift He gives: He gave his only-

begotten Son.  

 

 How could God’s love for you be greater?!  He gave you His greatest Treasure!     

 

 Just think about it.  Even if you had ten sons, you wouldn’t give one of them to save another person, 

would you?  Suppose a doctor comes to you and says there is a person who is dying, but they will live, if you 

give that person your child’s heart.  But of course that would mean your child would die.   

 

Take it further.  Suppose the person who needs your child’s life to live has only treated you like an 

enemy.  Would you give your child to save them?  Who would agree to such a thing?  Who would be willing to 

make such a sacrifice?   

 

Your God would.  Your God did.  He loved with an unearned, undeserved love.  A love that looked at 

imperfect people, who could never please Him, the Holy One—and He chose to love us anyway.   

 

Though our sins mean we have treated Him as an enemy, He gave us His very best!  He gave His only-

begotten Son.   

 

This Savior born for you is the one of a kind, the one and only Son of God, begotten from all eternity.   

Yes this baby who is born in Bethlehem, is God the Son who has existed for endless ages before time itself 

without beginning and without end, for His goings forth are… from the days of eternity.   

 

This baby lying in the manger, this Jesus is the undeniable, flesh-and-blood proof that God loves you.  

For Christ came to this world for one purpose: to rescue us.  

 

God gave His Son to do what no one else could do.  He came to stand in for us.  Born with a pure and 

holy heart He lives the pure and holy life we lacked.  He loved and obeyed His Father in Heaven with every 

word, every deed, every thought and attitude of His heart.   

 

Though our sin had made us His enemies, yet He loved us.  He loved us all the way from heaven to a 

manger.  And He loved us all the way from the manger to the cross, where He freely gave Himself up to hell 

and death to rescue us from all our wrongs.  He shed His holy blood to wash clean our unclean hearts.  He took 

what our guilt and shame deserved, enduring punishment in our place.   

 

Therefore God says, “I forgive you.  I no longer hold your sins against you.  I take your guilt away and 

give you my Son’s perfection in exchange.  My Son’s peace, my Son’s right to endless life sealed by His rising 

from dead: all this I give you.  Dear child, know that I love you.”   

 

But can we really be sure God gave Jesus for us here tonight?  For you?  For me?  Hear the beautiful 

answer:  God so loved the world… 

 

What’s your address?  Sun Prairie?  Madison?  De Forest?  Is it in this world?  Of course it is.  Then 

know for certain this Savior and the endless peace He brings is indeed for you.  Since God so loved the world, 

since He has given His Son to save you, then yes, most certainly, God loves you!   

 

And no gift could be greater!   

 

The Christmas treats you get will soon be gone.  Many longed-for gifts opened today or tomorrow will 

soon lose their newness and excitement.  Many will break, most will be forgotten.  Even if the gifts last, we do 

not.  We eventually waste away and must leave them all.   



 

 

But that is not the case with God’s Gift of Love, with the Greatest Gift: Jesus Christ.  Whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 

What God gives you in Christ, lasts forever.  In fact, what God gives you in Christ, makes you last 

forever.  Clinging to Jesus, now the only thing that will wear out and waste away is death, pain, sorrow, and the 

trouble of this broken world.   

 

As one who trusts in Jesus, when you leave this world, God Himself will welcome you into His 

everlasting home where the joy and peace, love and beauty will never perish, spoil or fade.   

 

All because, God so loved the world.  All because God so loved you and gave you His Son, The 

Greatest Gift.  Amen.   

 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  Amen.   

 

 


