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Pastor Shaun Arndt 

January 5, 2019 

Sermon Text: Matthew 2:1-12 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 

 

EPIPHANY SHOWS AMAZING THINGS 

1. An Amazing Journey 

2. An Amazing Treasure 

 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  Amen.    

 

Dear Friends in Christ,   

 

 God does not always tell us everything we would like to know, but His Word always gives us what we 

need to know.  So it is with the amazing events of Epiphany.  We don’t know exactly when our Gospel lesson 

took place, but it wasn’t the night of Jesus’ birth, since the Christ child is in a house rather than a manger.     

 

We don’t know if God used a star that already existed or if he used a miracle star to alert the Wise Men 

to the Savior’s birth.  We don’t know how exactly they knew that star indicated the King of the Jews was born, 

but we do know what they did with this information:   

 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east came 

to Jerusalem.  Like the shepherds before them, they had to go and see this thing that had happened.     

 

 We don’t know for sure where their trip to see the Savior King started, but a good guess would be 

Persia, since the Bible term Matthew uses for the Wise Men is connected back to Babylon and Persia.  Such 

Wise Men were the professors and scientists of their day.  They often served as advisors to rulers like we see 

them doing in the book of Daniel.   

 

 Now if they were indeed from Persia, these Wise Men took a journey of around 800 miles to see Jesus.  

If as some have guessed they came from Eastern Arabia, we’re still talking about a 500-mile trip.    

 

 Of course, they couldn’t just jump in a car or take a plane.  They had to travel by camel, donkey or foot.  

That means this journey took months, not days.  Their route would go along desert wilderness, over rugged 

ridges and across large rivers.  Such a trip brought burning sun by day, freezing cold at night and danger from 

bandits eager to attack wealthy travelers.   

 

Now last time I checked, camels don’t have heating, air conditioning or cell phones to call for help.  

Even without the special start that started and ended their trip, this was An Amazing Journey!  What great 

efforts they made to see Jesus!   

 

The same is true for their gifts: Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

 Gold was valuable then, just as it is today, a fitting gift for a king.  Frankincense was also a costly gift.  

It comes from trees in far off Arabia, parts of Africa or India and was prized in making sweet smelling 

perfumes.  Myrrh, often used in perfume was another expensive ingredient imported from plants in India and 

Arabia.  Truly, the Wise Men brought Christ their very best, an amazing treasure.   
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 And here’s why they did it: “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star 

when it rose and have come to worship him.”   

 

The wise men did not go to such expense and effort just to come greet an earthly king of a small and 

conquered nation.  No, they had come to worship the King of kings.     

 

Somehow God had brought these wise men into contact with some of the Old Testament promises of the 

coming Savior, and through them the Holy Spirit brought them to trust that the one who is born King of the 

Jews would be the Savior King for all people, for them.  The Savior they were eager to worship with 

overwhelming joy.   

 

What we hear about the Wise Men is amazing, but doesn’t it also make us ashamed?   

 

After all, we worship the same Jesus as they did.  We even know so much more about Him and all He 

would do!  And yet so often we come to worship Him with so much less effort and joy as they did.   

 

 Instead we’ve complained to mom or dad, grandma or grandpa about going to church or Sunday School, 

and still as adults it can sometimes be a battle with our own hearts to come to hear His Word, and yes that 

includes preachers too!     

 

No deserts, mountains or rushing rivers stand between us and reading our Bibles or joining other 

Christians in Bible study, just a small sacrifice of time for our glorious God, and yet it’s so hard for us to do or 

to always do it gladly.   

 

And when it comes to serving Jesus with the treasures of our time, lives, abilities and wealth, do we 

grudgingly bring him leftovers instead of eagerly bringing him the best?   

 

 The root problem is that the deep darkness of sin we heard about in our first lesson clings to us and fills 

our old sinful nature, ready to pour ice water on our dedication and devotion to our Lord.  This darkness of our 

sin deserves a one-way journey into the valley of the shadow of death, followed by hell’s endless darkness.   

 

 What could save us from this mess of our sin?  Only an amazing journey and amazing treasure.  No, 

not a trip we could make like the Wise Men made, but a journey of infinitely greater effort and cost.  The 

journey made by that child in Bethlehem.  The journey Jesus made for the Wise Men and for a world of 

sinners, for you and me.   

 

 The journey the Son of God made from His throne of bliss down to such a world as this.  The trip He 

willingly took, leaving the realms of glory to be born of a poor Jewish woman so that made fully human, the 

Lord of all would shiver in the cold, sweat in the heat, endure grief and pain, shame and loss.  A Journey that 

put His life in danger from the very start, as King Herod secretly made his plans to kill the baby Jesus.     

 

 No journey is more amazing than Jesus made!  As He who made the stars in the sky spends years as a 

carpenter.  Then for three years He journeys on foot throughout the land of Israel, teaching and preaching, often 

without a place to lay his head.   

 

And then He freely makes that last journey to Jerusalem, knowing that it will bring suffering, cross and 

death.  And during the hours of darkness on that cross, Jesus journeyed into depths of suffering and hell we 

cannot understand as He endured the punishment the darkness of our sinful hearts deserve.   
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Yes, to our shame our hearts can be so cold toward Him, but Jesus’ heart longed for us with such love it 

took Him all the way to death and grave to save us.   

 

But Jesus’ journey didn’t end there.  He came alive on the third day, bursting open the walls of death to 

open the way to life for us.  Forty days later, Jesus took made the glorious journey of His Ascension, showing 

He has prepared a place in heaven for you and me all who trust His saving work.    

 

Yes, Jesus took this far more amazing journey to bring us an amazing treasure.  Far more valuable 

than the gold, frankincense and myrrh the Wise Men brought Jesus was the Treasure Jesus came to give 

them and us.  The treasure written about in 1 Peter:  

 

It was not with… silver or gold that you were redeemed… but with the precious blood of Christ, a 

lamb without blemish or defect.  More precious than all the gold and incense in the universe is the One who 

made all things.  And for you, for me, Jesus, the eternal God in our flesh and blood gave His precious blood, 

His life to cleanse away all the cold sinful darkness of our hearts. 

 

That means Jesus gives another treasure, one that can’t be stolen and will never perish, spoil or fade: 

the eternal life He has prepared you in that perfect world to come!   

 

And if He loves us with such an undeserved love, that He goes to such cost and effort to give us an 

eternal home, we can also know He will not forget about us, but He will be by our side to hold and help us in 

every difficult journey we face in this world until He gives us that amazing treasure of our bodies risen from the 

dead to life and joy with Him forever.   

 

Yes, let us respond to Jesus’ love like the Wise Men, eager to worship Him and bring Him our gifts.  

But we can only begin to do that as we first see God’s gifts to us in Jesus—Christ’s amazing journey to give us 

the amazing treasure of eternal life.  Amen.   

 

You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for our sake he became poor, so that 

through his poverty we might become rich!  Amen.  

 


