
 

That is the sum and substance of it. The office of the sword is in itself right and is a 
divine and useful ordinance, which God does not want us to despise, but to fear, hon-
or, and obey, under penalty of punishment, as Saint Paul says in Romans 13. For God 
has established two kinds of government among men. The one is spiritual; it has no 
sword, but it has the word, by means of which men are to become good and righteous, 
so that with this righteousness they may attain eternal life. He administers this righteousness through 
the word, which he has committed to the preachers.  

The other kind is worldly government, which works through the sword so that those who do not want 
to be good and righteous to eternal life may be forced to become good and righteous in the eyes of the 
world. He administers this righteousness through the sword. And although God will not reward this 
kind of righteousness with eternal life, nonetheless, he still wishes peace to be maintained among men 
and rewards them with temporal blessings.  

He gives rulers much more property, honor, and power than he gives to others so that they may serve 
him by administering this temporal righteousness. Thus God himself is the founder, lord, master, pro-
tector, and rewarder of both kinds of righteousness. There is no human ordinance or authority in ei-
ther, but each is a divine thing entirely. 

(From “Whether Soldiers, Too, Can Be Saved” 1526  Am Ed) 
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 February 2  Elders’ Mtg 11:30am 

 February 9 Girl Pioneers Pine Wood Derby 2-5pm 

 February 5 Harvest Meeting 6:30pm 

 February 10 Pastors’ Circuit Mtg 10a-1:30pm, Zion 

 February 15 Members’ Trivia Night 6:30-8pm 

 February 20-21 No School—Teachers’ Convention 

 February 20 Pioneer Ski Day 9am-5pm 

 February 22 Open House—School & GPLC 

 February 26 Ash Wednesday: Fellowship Meal 6pm 

 February 26 Ash Wednesday Worship w/Lord’s 

   Supper 

 

 Women’s Bible Study, John—February 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Women’s Bible Study, Psalms—February 4, 18 

 Senior Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm—February 5, 12, 19 

 Senior Choir Rehearsal 7:45pm—February 26 

 Narrow Luther Middle—February 6, 13, 20, 27  
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We Are a “Confessional” Lutheran Church 

cles 
• The Formula of Con-

cord 
 

Again, these confes-
sions add nothing new 
to the Bible. They arose 
out of necessity: some 
for the purpose of 
teaching, some to de-
fend the true faith, and 
some to clarify Scrip-
ture’s teaching in order 
to settle misunder-
standings. 
 

In the past we have 
conducted various clas-
ses explaining each of 
these creeds, and it is 
highly probable we will 
do so in the future. 
 

At the very least, it is 
good to be aware that 
we are a confessional 
Lutheran Church. 

We hold to 9 state-
ments of belief called 
creeds or “confessions.” 

Scripturally, to confess 
means “to agree, or to 
say the same thing.” 
Creeds help us to main-
tain unity in what we 
believe. We not only 
believe the same things 
with each other, we 
even say it the same 
way together. 

We hold to these con-
fessions because they 
faithfully and plainly 
set forth the Bible’s 
truth. They do not add 
anything new to the 
Bible. 

What are these confes-
sions? 

The first three are: 

• The Apostles Creed 
• The Nicene Creed 
• The Athanasian Creed 
 

These are likely famil-
iar to you if you have 
been a Christian for a 
while. They are called 
the three universal 
creeds because they 
define the Christian 
faith so succinctly. 
 

As a confessional Lu-
theran Church we as-
cribe to 6 distinctly Lu-
theran creeds. They 
are: 
• Luther’s Small Cate-

chism 
• Luther’s Large Cate-

chism 
• The Augsburg Con-

fession 
• The Apology of the 

Augsburg Confession 
• The Smalcald Arti-

 

Wednesday Lenten Services 2020 
Beginning February 26 

Services at 1:00 and 7:00 

Supper served at 6:00 

 

  Wednesday, February 26 is Ash Wednesday. 

The 7:00 service will include the Imposition of Ashes. 
 

The remaining 5 Wednesdays we will hear the Passion History of Christ from 
the Gospel of Matthew.  We will also hear devotions from our pastors on 
Christ’s “High Priestly Prayer.” 

mailto:Church.office@peacewels.org
mailto:Luke.werre@peacewels.org
mailto:School.office@peacewels.org
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Saluting a New Flag 
It had been a while since we’ve flown a flag on our flagpole. This is because the wind prevails so 
strongly out here that a typical flag doesn’t last very long before it is torn to pieces.  
 

A new flag has been purchased made of a special material which promises to be more durable. On 
a Wednesday right after chapel the whole student body went outside for a “flag-raising.” Once the 
flag was up, they recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Game Night & Chili Cook-off 
Sponsored by our  Parents-Teachers-Friends Organization 

Saturday, February 1, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

The PTFO is hosting a chili cook-off followed by a game 
night. All are welcome! Come for one or both events. We’ll 
serve the contestants’ chili from 5:30-6:15 pm and begin 

game play shortly thereafter. If you’d like to enter a pot of chili in our informal 
contest, please sign up at https://signup.com/go/pbEtbpD. Bring board or card 
games from home and have fun playing with friends old and new! Contact the PTFO with ques-
tions: ptf@peacewels.org. 
 

Perhaps you don’t have children in Peace Lutheran School but you would you like to be in-
volved in a hands-on way to supporting.  We would love for you to attend and participate in our 
PTFO meetings no matter what age you are or whether or not you have children in Peace School. 
That’s why we have named it Parents-Teachers-Friends Organization.  We wish to give opportuni-
ty for all Peace members to offer the time and abilities to bless our school ministry. 

A Note about Parking 

In general, we encourage our senior citizens and parents of little children (especially babies and 
toddlers) to use the north (smaller) parking lot.   

We encourage able-bodied and less encumbered members to use the west (large) parking lot. 
Please consider saving some parking spaces closest to the building for visitors. 

Thank you!! 
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February Birthdays* – Happy Birthday!  
“The Lord make His face shine on and be gracious to you.”  ~ Numbers 6:25 

February  1 Dean Henkel 
February  1 Betty Yelk 
February  2 Rita Hissom 
February  2 Eric Uher 
February  3 Noah McCrary 
February  4 Steven Gustafson 
February  6 Caleb Studnicka 
February  7 Nevaeh Dorn 
February  7 Joyce Moeller 
February  7 Ronald Schwerdtfeger 
February  7 Kyle Schwoch 
February  7 Aubrey Wilke 
February  8 Leone Grossman 
February  8 Wanda Hahn 
February  8 Sonja Hahn 
February  8 Mackenzie Novak 
February  8 Craig Rossiter 
February  8 Joel Thiede 
February 10 Jeffrey McDowell 
February 10 Jordan Simonis 
February 11 Sarah Barrett 
February 12 Vince Hildestad Jr 
February 13 Virginia Ziegler 

February 14 John Birkinbine 
February 15 Aiden Eisberner 
February 15 Christopher Syverson 
February 16 William Hunsicker 
February 16 Evelyn Wineke 
February 18 Jamie Arndt 
February 19 Shaylee Kersten 
February 19 Arthur Schweiger 
February 20 Natalie Anderson 
February 20 Judith Calvin 
February 20 Evan Schwoch 
February 20 Raquel Timothy 
February 21 Benjamin Bilitz 
February 22 Zachery Timothy 
February 23 Jennifer Rortvedt 
February 23 James Stark 
February 24 Robert Petry 
February 25 Scott Werschem 
February 26 John Mandler 
February 26 Ambria McCrary 
February 27 Owen Schwoch 
February 28 Jacob Constien 
 

February Wedding Anniversaries* 
“Where you go I will go.” Ruth 1:16 

          Years Married 
February 11, 2017 Krenz, Gregory & Bittany  3 
February 13, 1990 Fritz, Judith & (Patrick)   30  
February 14, 1981 Freitag, Alice & (Tom)   39  
February 14, 1970 Gotzion, Bonnie & Richard  50 
February 14, 1999 Ruhland, Kerri & Al   21  
February 25, 2012 Lemke, Matt & Kristin    8 
February 28, 1987 Bublitz, Bill & Ronda   33 
 

* If you are a member of Peace and your February birthday or wedding anniversary is not listed, we would love to add your 
birth or anniversary date to our records so you will be acknowledged next year! Please contact us at (608) 837-5346! Thank 
you! 

 

We can be sure that these petitions (of the Lord’s Prayer) are acceptable to our Father in 
heaven and are heard by him, for he himself has commanded us to pray in this way and 
has promised to hear us. Therefore we say, “Amen. Yes, it shall be so.” 

(From Luther’s Small Catechism) 
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        Changes in our Congregation 

Removed 
 
 

Baptized 
 

Transferred In 
Mary Klett 

Deanne Gauerke 

What’s New in the Church Library? 

We wish to introduce you to 

“The People’s Bible” commentary series! 
 

This Bible commentary series was written to explain the Bible in 

the simplest terms for the average reader. For example, are you 

mystified by the book of Revelation? This paperback commentary 

of only 228 pages helps you understand what you are reading. It 

was written by Professor Emeritus Wayne Mueller who taught at 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  

You can find a “People’s Bible” commentary on any book of the 

Bible. Look for them on the lowest shelf in our church library. 

To check one out just sign/date the card in the back cover and put it 

in the card receptacle on the library counter.  

MINISTRY REPORT                                                                                              January 

 Weekly  

 Average 

Sunday Worship Attendance 359 

Communion Attendance 243 

Bible Study Attendance 92 

Sunday School Attendance 55 

Private Communion (Monthly Total) 16 

Members In Comm. Bapt. 

  

Members Out Comm. Bapt. 

Baptisms   Death   

Confirmations   Excommunication   

Profession of Faith   Released   

Transfer In 2 2 Removed   

Reinstatement   Transfer Out   

Total Incoming 2 2 Total Outgoing   
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An Event for All Ages 
Peace Lutheran Church Trivia Night 

 

Saturday, February 15, 6:30-8:00 pm 
In the worship space 

Refreshments 
Sponsored by TNT 

Peace Seniors 
(55 and “Better”) 

On a sunny January Monday afternoon  
27 Peace seniors gathered together for 
a Bunco tournament.  There were  
snacks and prizes. 

Such a good time was had by all that 
everyone said, “Let’s do this again next 
month!”  Here are the activities for  
February: 

 Civic Theatre Event: Sunday, February 2 at 2:00 p.m.  
Title:  “The Game’s Afoot” - a Sherlock Holmes style comedic thriller.  $13 per person.  At Cardinal 
Heights Upper Middle School, 220 Kroncke Dr., SP.  Please RSVP at 837-5346 or 
church.office@peacewels.org. The tickets will be ordered on line FOR YOU. Afterwards you can 
make a check out to Peace Lutheran Church for the cost. 
 

 Valentine Brunch:  Friday, February 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
We are planning to reserve the back room at Market Street Diner, 110 Market St., SP and eat there 
as a group - dutch. (Approval pending from the restaurant manager.) 
 

 Bunco Tournament:   Monday, February 17 at 1:00 p.m. 
Let’s do it again!  If you weren’t able to make it last time, come this time!  We’ll teach you how to 
play. 

A Post- “One Christ” Reminder 
The One Christ, One Peace, One Mission offering concluded on December 31. 

To meet ongoing ministry needs we are now asking Peace members to prayerfully consid-
er one of two options: 

 1) If you participated in the One Christ offering, continue giving 25% of your One 
 Christ offering toward our operating budget. 

 2) If you did not participate in One Christ, increase your normal offering to the       
 operating budget by 5% 

If we all do this, it will help insure that we are able to meet operating expenses for our 
growing ministry this year.  
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Looking Forward to Lent 
 

As we enter the month of February, it is a good time to make note of the final Wednesday of the 
month. This date, February 26th, marks the celebration of Ash Wednesday, the 1st Wednesday of 
Lent and the 1st of our Lenten suppers. Similar to the Advent dinners, they will be served at 6 pm 
prior to the 7pm services on the six Wednesdays of the Lenten season as well as on Maundy 
Thursday.  
 

The menus will vary from week to week, as will the group who serves. If your group at Peace is 
asked to serve, please consider helping out on that night, as it helps to share the work of hosting 
each dinner.  
 

The dinners are open to everyone and are a wonderful 
way to get to know, or just catch up with, other mem-
bers at Peace, as well as to get a good meal! As always, 
we are asking for members to bring a dessert to share if 
they would like. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Peace Fellowship Team 

Peace Teens:    Special Presentation 
Sunday, February 23  

11:30-1:00 - includes lunch 
 

COMMUNICATION SKILLS & RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
 

presented by  
Laura Reinke, Marriage & Family Therapist from Christian Family Solutions 

 
When we look at our design as human beings, God created us to be in relationship with one anoth-
er—through verbal and non-verbal communication. Even the newest revisions of the Bible fail to 
support evidence of technology in the Garden of Eden, yet adolescents and young adults are growing 
up in a world where texting and social media are considered the preferred means of communication. 
This presentation will help attendees become aware of 
what is lost in digital communication and practice simple 
skills to enhance personal relationships through verbal and 
nonverbal communication skills. 
 
Questions:  luke.werre@peacewels.org 

GPLC & Peace School Open House 
Saturday, February 22, 10:00-Noon 

Have you ever had a look in our GPLC wing? 

Please come and see it! 

All the members of Peace are welcome to come and walk through our school & preschool. We wel-
come the opportunity for you to see this large ministry which you are supporting!  Do you know 
anyone with little children? Encourage them to come. 
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Peace Administrative Council & Boards 

  The Peace Administrative Council consists of: 
   

  Officers:    Board Chairmen: 

  President    Family Ministry 

  Vice President   School 

  Secretary    Adult Discipleship 

  Treasurer    Elders 

  Financial Secretary   Outreach 

       GPLC 

       Property 

Everybody but Me 

An excerpt from a blog by Rev. Robert Fleischmann, national director of Christian Life Re-
sources  

According to Scripture we are to respect and care for life – which is there already at conception 
(Psalm 51:5). We err if we were to think all we are to do is point out the error. Our goal is not to 
self-righteously point a condescending finger at those who abort or favor 
abortion. Instead, Scripture instructs us to “correct, rebuke, and encourage 
with great patience and careful instruction” (2 Timothy 4:2). 

As we sadly acknowledge another anniversary of legalized abortion, we who 
know the Scriptures, who recognize our own sinfulness and our own desper-
ate need for a Savior, ought to look to build bridges, not walls. We are to help 
people to live with making God-pleasing decisions. Instead of arrogantly 
wondering why they don’t see the truth as clearly as we do, start with where 
they are at: understand their circumstance, grasp the confused values that 
have influenced their lives, and then practice “great patience and careful in-
struction.” 

If God doesn’t command or permit it, it is always wrong to kill a human life. We ought not to be 
killing others – born or unborn – or be self-killing (suicide). Laws help mitigate the killing, but 
they do not change hearts. When Paul told Timothy to correct, rebuke, and encourage the stand-
ard was not some personal notion of right and wrong. Rather, change came by “preach[ing] the 
Word.” 

If we seek only to end abortion but neglect the soul, we are merely venerating a hollow and sub-
jective notion of morality. We have a firm foundation in God’s Word. The time has come to stop 
being timid, but also to stop being arrogant. Instead, with gentleness and patience, proclaim the 
truth and live our lives in such devotion that people will wonder why we are so loving and so sac-
rificial. It is then that we can talk about sin, salvation, and Jesus (1 Peter 3:15). 

 (https://christianliferesources.com/2020/01/22/everybody-but-me/ ) 

  When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider:   
  God has made the one as well as the other. (Ecclesiastes 7:14) 

https://christianliferesources.com/2020/01/22/everybody-but-me/

