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Epiphany 2 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

GOD’S SECRET WEAPON TO SAVE THE WORLD 

 

Every fisherman has a secret. A special lure. A certain fishing hole. A special technique. It’s their secret to 

catching a lot of fish. And typically, they’re not eager to share it. 

 

In Isaiah 49 we find that God has a secret too. But unlike most fishermen, God is eager to share this secret. His 

secret is Christ. Isaiah 49 calls Him a secret weapon. But God does not intend to use Christ as a secret weapon 

for harm. Rather His will is for Christ to be a weapon to save and rescue people. So today from Isaiah 49 let’s 

contemplate God’s secret weapon to save the world. 

 

First, let’s understand the form of preaching of Isaiah. It is called prophesy. It is a semi-poetic prose filled with 

imagery. At first glance it may seem hard to understand, but the culture to whom Isaiah preached 2700 years 

ago readily absorbed this type of lofty and thought-provoking proclamation. It’s not unlike hearing the poet 

Robert Frost today… Two roads diverged in a yellow wood. At first, the poem might not seem to say much -

until the intent of the poem is unlocked, that Frost is taking a real and mundane personal experience to express 

how he solved the dilemma between two paths of life. All of a sudden the poem opens up a world of 

contemplation about life. The single biggest secret that unlocks the understanding of Isaiah is to know that he is 

writing about the coming of Jesus because Jesus is God’s secret weapon.   

 

Perhaps the most surprising thing in Isaiah 49 is to whom it is addressed.  It opens like this:  Listen to me, you 

coastlands. Pay attention, you faraway peoples!  Notice, these words are not addressed to Isaiah’s fellow Jews 

who would have been standing right in front of him. Listen to me, you coastlands. Pay attention, you faraway 

peoples!  He’s talking to the other nations. He’s talking to faraway people, people like you and me.  The second 

thing we notice is that it is not Isaiah talking.  See if you can guess who is doing the talking:  The Lord called 

me from the womb. When I was inside my mother, he mentioned my name. He made my mouth like a sharpened 

sword. He hid me I the shadow of his hand. He made me a polished arrow. He concealed me in his quiver. He 

said to me, “You are my servant Israel, in whom I will display my glory.” 

 

Were there enough clues to guess it?  If you guessed Jesus you were right. Jesus is the one talking. He is 

describing His own role as appointed by His heavenly Father. Conceived by the Holy Spirit He was called from 

the womb. His mouth is a sharpened sword. He is God’s polished arrow. But He is hidden in God’s hand, 

concealed in God’s quiver. 

 

But what makes him hidden?  What makes Him a secret weapon?  It is because on the one hand the Father said 

in Jesus He would display His glory, yet when Jesus appeared here on earth in human form, He seemed 

anything but glorious. To look at Him, no one would have guessed that He is the eternal Son of God.  Not so 

much as a decent place to be born, and later on no place even to lay His head. The world bustled around Him 

without seeming to take any notice. Ultimately, His own people rejected Him, condemning Him to crucifixion. 

What glory was there in that? 

 

It was a hidden glory. Try not to think of God’s glory as bright light or deafening choirs of angels. God’s glory, 

in other words, the thing He most gets credit for, is His grace, His unexpected kindness, His mercy that we 

could never deserve, His surprising and overwhelming love, how He does all things for our benefit at His own 

expense. Thus God’s glory is revealed most clearly as Christ hangs on the cross, sacrificing His life to save 

ours, suffering in our place the hell that we have earned. It’s a glory that befuddled even the angels and most 

certainly foiled satan because it looked like defeat. But Jesus is God’s secret weapon to save the world. By His 

suffering and death He stuck a spear in the heart of death. He slashed away satan’s claim on us. He put an arrow 



through guilt and blew apart the wall that separated us from our heavenly Father.  God’s glory means our 

salvation. 

 

But the way God reveals His glory to us seems hidden too. It is concealed under words, words which convey 

who this Jesus is and what He did for us. You see, during Jesus’ earthly ministry, it was never His jaw-dropping 

miracles that changed anyone’s mind. No, the only thing that convinced anyone, that brought on the Holy Spirit, 

that opened anyone’s eyes, enlightened minds and filled hearts with faith was Jesus’ words.  In this way, the 

Word about Christ is a secret weapon because it is not the way people would expect God to show forth His 

glory.  And in a sinful world, that Word seems to be largely despised. 

 

Here in Isaiah 49, even Jesus bemoans that the Word He preached appears to have little effect among the people 

of Israel. Isaiah writes it like a mini-drama so to speak. Jesus grieves, but in perfect faith commits Himself and 

His purpose to His heavenly Father - who in turn has huge plans for Him.  Listen again to Isaiah 49: But I said 

to myself, “I have labored in vain. I spent my strength and came up empty, with nothing. Yet a just verdict for 

me rests with the Lord, and my reward is with my God.” But now the Lord, who formed me from the womb to be 

his servant, to turn Jacob back to him, so that Israel might be gathered to him, so that I will be honored in the 

eyes of the Lord, because my God has been my strength - the Lord said: It is too small a thing that you  should 

just be my servant to raise up only the tribes of Jacob and to restore the ones I have preserved in Israel, so I 

will appoint you to be a light for the nations, so that my salvation will be known to the end of the earth. 

 

Do you see why Isaiah 49 called for the attention of us far away peoples at the very beginning? Because this 

happy message is for us! Like a skilled fisherman who isn’t going to be satisfied confining himself to fishing 

Carriage Hills pond but wants to drop a line in Lake Monona, in the Mississippi River, in Lake Michigan, even 

in the ocean, so also God was not satisfied to confine the message of Christ to the Jewish nation only. His intent 

was to reach the world. The Word about Christ is His secret weapon to save the world. 

 

And so Christ came with His Gospel message through 20 centuries of humanity to America, to Wisconsin, to 

Sun Prairie, to your heart.  And with His words this Christ gives you Himself, along with all His grace and 

mercy and forgiveness - all of God’s glory - which He won for you on the cross.  

 

Perhaps in our sinful sluggishness we have missed that hidden glory, perhaps we’ve even despised it. A person 

might say, “I just don’t read much.” And just like that we justify ourselves for not being in Christ’s Word in 

general, as though that makes it OK - as if to say it is God’s fault and God is stupid for not coming up with a 

better way. Do you see, our natural hearts are just that sacrilegious.  

 

Therefore, let us repent. Let’s acknowledge to God if we have excused ourselves from being into His Word 

more. Then let us give our attention to what His Word, His secret weapon, has to say. This weapon arms me as 

a called minister on Christ’s behalf to slay unbelief and run a sword through your guilt by announcing to you 

that your sin is all forgiven. With that simple word of forgiveness the Holy Spirit lifts you up and restores you 

to God’s Kingdom.  

 

Be confident in the power of Christ’s Word for your faith and your salvation. Here in Isaiah 49 God the Father 

makes this ultimate promise to His Son:  This is what the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, its Holy One, says to the 

one deeply despised, to the one who is detested by the nation, to the servant of ruler. Kings will see and stand 

up. Officials will see and bow down, because of the Lord, who is faithful, because of the Holy One of Israel, 

who has chosen you. 

 

The Word of Christ, this secret weapon of God, will continue to do its work until Christ returns on the Last Day.  

Multitudes, both high and low who were brought to faith in Him, will gladly bow before Him. They will 

acknowledge Him as King and our Savior. May God continue to use His secret weapon on us so that we may be 

included in that number. 

 


