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Epiphany 3 

 

Isaiah 8:19-9:2 

 

LOOK TO THE DAWN 

 

He loved mornings like this. It was dark yet as he stepped out of the front door and the winter chill slapped his 

face. All was quiet and still. It was one of those mornings so still that he felt like he could hear his own heart 

beating, as if the whole landscape was on alert and waiting for something. It seemed to him that this was when 

the stars were always brightest, sparkling so brilliantly like you could almost reach up and grab one. Just east of 

his house was a large open field littered with the snow-covered remnants of a corn harvest. But it looked like 

black emptiness now. Then in that blackness he saw a line, a thin strip of light running along the eastern 

horizon. He smiled. “Another beautiful dawn,” he thought. “It’s too bad so many people miss out on something 

so beautiful.” He could not pull his eyes away from the sight. 

 

As he gazed the strip of light began to widen and bright, blinding light began to pour out from it, light as thick 

as liquid, light that went right through his body. It widened to fill the whole sky and scoured every inch of earth 

with its bleach brightness. He felt himself being drawn up into the light to a focal point which grew and took the 

shape of a great throne and on the throne was a Lamb, ancient and marvelous. He became aware that around 

him countless others were also being drawn up into the light, glad glowing faces looking toward the throne with 

anticipation. Down beneath clumps of humanity huddled, futilely seeking cover from the relentless light.  

 

In his bed he woke up with a start. His heart was pounding. Had it been a dream? 

 

In the Scripture reading today from Isaiah 8 and 9 two words are repeated again and again like the thrumming 

cadence of a death march:  distress and darkness, distress and darkness. Sometimes in all the anxiety and 

desperation of this earthly existence people look for answers anywhere they can find them. Sometimes even 

consulting agents of darkness – spiritists, psychics, mediums, palm readers, séances. And what do they get from 

their inquiries? Not light or life or peace or relief or rescue or salvation. Only more distress!  Only more 

darkness!  With piercing irony God exclaims: Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 

 

Throughout the Bible God condemns such things. He calls them detestable. Horoscopes, fortune telling, 

superstitions – these break the Second Commandment. Rather, if you want life and light look to the dawn, the 

dawn of God’s Word. Here in Isaiah 8 He calls it the Law and the Testimony. This is how the Old Testament 

Israelites referred to the Bible. The Hebrew word Torah translates as Law. The first five books of the Bible 

were written by Moses. “The Law” was shorthand for those first five books since they contained the Ten 

Commandments. Eventually, the entire Old Testament was referred to with this generic term, “The Law.” Even 

Jesus referred to it as “The Law and the Prophets.” The Testimony is a reference to the two stone tablets on 

which God spelled out His covenant with the Israelites and Moses then brought down from Mount Sinai and 

placed before the ark of the covenant in the tabernacle.  They point is, if you are looking for peace and help and 

hope, look to the place where God has revealed His truth, where He has it written down for you. That’s where 

you’ll find the light of dawn. 

 

Listen as I read what God said to the Israelites in Isaiah’s day around 700 years before Christ: When they tell 

you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists, who whisper and mutter,” shouldn’t a people seek their God? 

Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? Turn to the Law and to the testimony! If they do not speak 

according to this word, there will be no dawn for them. They will pass through the land, distressed and 

starving, but when this happens and they are starving, they will be frustrated, and they will curse their king and 

their God. They will turn their faces upward, and they will look down to the ground, but listen: They will see 



only distress, darkness, and the gloom that brings anguish. They will be banished into thick darkness. 

 

There is a context to Isaiah’s words here. The northern territory of Israel had for generations largely abandoned 

the worship of the true God.  Theirs was a history of constant harassment by other nations, military occupations, 

warfare and trouble. Instead of returning to the true God for help they only dug deeper looking for help from 

false gods or other thing like mediums. In Isaiah’s day, this is what God was telling them: they would not get 

the deliverance they were seeking. Only more distress. Only more darkness. Ultimately, their territory was 

annexed by the nation of Assyria. Times were dark. For people who did not look to the Word of God, there was 

no light of dawn. 

 

But for those who were deeply troubled and desired some word of respite from God there was hope. Through 

Isaiah God proclaimed: On the other hand, there will be no more gloom for the one who was in anguish. In the 

former time, he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali (those two tribal territories were the 

furthest to the north – way out on the fringes, hardly recognizable as part of Israel anymore so full of foreigners 

were they), but in the latter time he will cause it to be glorious, along the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles. The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in the land of 

the shadow of death, the light has dawned.  

 

That dawning light Isaiah was preaching about was Christ. God was holding before the despairing and hope-

hungry people of the war torn territory of northern Israel the promise of Christ. In the Gospel Lesson today we 

heard the actual fulfillment of that promise as Jesus traveled throughout that forgotten frontier preaching and 

healing people.  He even set up His headquarters in Capernaum – a city of that region. 

 

Jesus is a light brighter even than the sun in our sky because Jesus alone gives never-ending life, reconciliation 

with God, rescue from death and decay, a resurrection to glory, freedom from satan’s power and from the threat 

of judgment, relief from guilt and the joy of heaven and eternal truth to live by. He took on Himself the 

darkness of this whole world, the blame and judgment and punishment of God against this whole world with all 

its confusion and misdirected energies and evil and faithless despair piled on Him. God’s crushing death 

sentence fell on Jesus so that even the sun in the sky stopped shining as Jesus hung on the cross. But Jesus, the 

Son of God, was much too large for death. He swallowed up death and all darkness.  On the third day after His 

death, Jesus came back to life. He rose from the dead. God said, Should you consult the dead on behalf of the 

living? Why not consult the living on behalf of the living? Why not consult your Savior Jesus, because He is 

living!  His answer to you will be, Because I live, you too shall live. 

 

Dear Christian, are you going through dark times? Then let the light of God’s dawn break out on you through 

His Word. For the living Christ speaks to you through His Word. Let light of God’s dawn break out on you in 

the Sacrament. For the living Christ gives you Himself in the Sacrament, body and blood. When He comes in 

His Word and in His Sacrament He pours forth His forgiveness, mercy, righteousness, peace, comfort, hope, 

new life, wisdom and grace along with the Holy Spirit and faith and salvation.  

 

Turn to the Law and to the Testimony! Look to the Dawn! Look to God’s Word. For there you will have Christ 

in all His glory and you will be made ready and eager for Christ when He takes you into glory at the dawning of 

His glorious return.  


