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Christmas 1 
 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

 

NOT HERE TO STAY 

 

Are you disappointed?  Is this all your Savior amounts to?  Less than a week ago we celebrated His birth in a 

big way! The children always do a magnificent job and they exude joy with their vest sweaters and bow ties and 

green and red velvet Christmas dresses. The high schoolers pour out an abundance of talent as their offering to 

the newborn King during the Candlelight. Christmas morning involved a processional and brass and choir and 

our Martin Luther College students as readers and Holy Communion and a full assembly of believers singing 

their hearts out. We heard Scripture lessons about choirs of angels praising the Son of Mary and excited 

shepherds and Kings from afar presenting royal gifts and bowing down.  

 

And then this.  A Sunday that by comparison might seem pretty blasé. Oh, there are still decorations and we still 

get to sing a few familiar carols, but so much of the fervor has passed. If we thought things were going to be 

different from now on—always exciting, always fever pitch, always a happy conclusion—now we hear a 

Scripture reading that makes our Savior sound like a lost cause from the get-go. It seems He is hardly born and 

already He and Mary and Joseph have to flee into the night like fugitives. The angels are no longer singing but 

passing out warnings. Where is the Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, the Prince of Peace we were told 

about? Where is the One who was supposed to reign over the house of Jacob forever?  At the very least, 

whatever happened to the romantic picture of a cozy new family in a stable? Are you disappointed, dear 

Believer?   

 

An endless number of sermons could be preached on this reading from Matthew 2, but today I offer you one 

take-away:  This Savior Jesus was not here to stay. Not in Bethlehem. Not even in this world. And because of 

that, neither are you. 

 

Herod was enraged because he’d been tricked. When the magi came looking for the newborn King, they had 

stopped off in Jerusalem and had spoken with Herod. Herod instructed them that once they found this rumored 

Jewish Messiah they should report back to him. But an angel had warned the magi not to return to Herod. 

Matthew 2 tells us:  After the magi were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to Joseph in a dream. 

He said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, because Herod will 

search for the child in order to kill him.” Joseph got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and left 

for Egypt. Due to the angel’s warning, Joseph and Mary likely had several hours’ head start. Matthew 2 goes on 

to tell us that Herod, in his paranoid rage, ordered that all the baby boys in Bethlehem be put to death.  

 

This whole scenario leaves us with questions. Instead of sending an angel to warn Joseph to flee—a strategy 

that seems already to admit defeat—why didn’t God call down twelve legions of angels to fight for baby Jesus? 

Why didn’t God simply strike Herod dead and remove the threat? Why didn’t God miraculously whisk the baby 

away like what happened to Philip after he spoke with the Ethiopian?  And if the baby Himself was truly the 

Son of the eternal God, could he not with a twitch of his tiny finger or a blink of a newborn eye or even a mere 

thought in his little hairless head have disintegrated Herod and his entire army into dust particles?  Why does 

He let Himself be chased around like a vagrant? 

 

The answer? Your eternal salvation. It was not God’s will that Jesus make a stand and establish Himself as an 

earthly power.  As the Son of God, Jesus already owned this entire world and everything in it. He had no need 

to lay claim to any earthly place or throne. Rather, He came to save us out of this world. Thus He had no 

intentions of staying here longer than necessary or of even getting comfortable here.  He was not here to stay. 



He was appointed by the Father to earn our way to heaven with a sinless life, to atone to the Father for our sins 

with His death on the cross, and then to crush hell, death and satan by rising from the dead.  To all who trust in 

Jesus He promises peaceful friendship with God now and never-ending life in heaven.   

 

This sin-ruined world will always be filled with cruel tyrants like Herod and many wicked things. But through 

faith in Jesus we are rescued from it all. Through faith in Jesus, you are not here to stay. 

 

Even after Jesus grew up, one time a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus replied, Foxes 

have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man has no place to lay his head.   

 

As followers of Jesus let’s have the same mindset. I am sleeping in a bed in a house, but it is not mine to keep 

and I am not here to stay. I am only a traveler, only here as a visitor, only passing through until I reach my true 

and permanent home in heaven. 

 

You see, our sinful hearts easily become attached to this life and this world. We want to get comfortable here. 

So God makes us uncomfortable as a reminder that we are not here to stay. It may be another radiation 

treatment. It may be that you have no one to sit with in the cafeteria because no schoolmates will let you into 

their group. It may be that your marriage or family is not turning out as you expected. Or that the boy you are so 

in love with just isn’t interested. It may be the increasing feebleness of your aging legs or your geriatric mind, 

the addition of yet another medication or that the dream job is spoiled by a difficult, toxic coworker. God lets us 

suffer, He lets us have pain and sorrow and anxiety to prevent us from setting our hearts on this world and to 

keep us looking ahead to the world He has redeemed us for. 

 

And yet we don’t make this hard journey alone. Remember that nowhere did Christ look more helpless and 

defeated than on the cross. But by His death He brought about for us the greatest victory. Now the One who 

once fled to Egypt enters Sun Prairie, Wisconsin even to this very building to give us a taste of His victory and 

share with us His victory in the Sacrament. He gives us His body and blood as assurance that God has forgiven 

all our sins—even our sinful hearts clinging to this life. With His forgiveness comes a new lease on life, rescue 

from death and the devil and the assurance of God’s all-powerful, loving care in all circumstances ultimately 

leading us to heaven. 

 

Jesus made this promise to His disciples: In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so I would have 

told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 

and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  

 

More than 2000 years ago, Jesus was born in Bethlehem. But it was evident from the very beginning He was not 

here to stay.  He was here to win salvation. From the time you were baptized you were set on a similar path. 

You are not here to stay. You were reborn to receive salvation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


