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Pastor Shaun Arndt 

January 12, 2019 

Sermon Text: Matthew 3:13-17 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

 

What’s the Big Deal with Baptism? 

 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what 

we are! Amen.       

 

Dear Friends in Christ…  

 

 It is so quick.  It looks so simple.  The act itself only takes only a few seconds as water is applied with 

God’s Word: “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  It’s all so plain, 

we might be tempted to ask as sadly, many others have: “What’s the big deal with Baptism?”   

 

Well, passage after passage of God’s Word tells us Holy Baptism truly is a big deal – it’s filled with big 

comfort, power and importance.  Our Gospel lesson helps us see Baptism is indeed a Big Deal—both Jesus’ 

Baptism, and our own.    

 

God sent John the Baptist to announce the long-promised Savior would soon appear publicly.  John 

confronted the people with their sin and their need for their Savior, and then comforted those who took his 

message seriously by pointing them to God’s forgiving love and to the personal application of that forgiveness 

in Baptism. To quote Mark’s Gospel: John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Since baptism is for sinners, since baptism is about forgiveness, it shouldn’t surprise us that John would 

try to stop Jesus from being baptized.     

 

After all, John knew Jesus is the perfect, sinless Lamb of God.  As true God, conceived and born 

without sin through the miracle we celebrated at Christmas, Jesus is The Holy One.  Certainly, the sinless Son 

of God does not need baptism… for the forgiveness of sins.   

 

 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  

With his carefully worded answer, Jesus agrees with John that He does not need baptism for himself, for He has 

no sin.     

 

But He will be baptized because it will fulfill God’s plan to rescue sinners, to make them righteous—

forgiven and right in the sight of God.   

 

To do that Jesus came as our sinless substitute living the perfect life in our place.  But to make sinners 

righteous before God, He would need to carry away all our wrong: He would have to carry the burden and 

punishment of all sin and guilt.  And so in His baptism He identifies Himself with the sinners He’s come to 

save.      

 

 When the Germans were bombing London night after night during World War II, the English King 

could have escaped to the countryside.  Instead, he stayed in the city and would even inspect bombed and 

burning parts of the city.  When an old man saw this, he shouted to the King: “You? Here?  In the midst of this?  

You are indeed a good king!”   
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Far more amazing is Jesus, the King of kings who has the right to destroy sinners, and instead leaves His 

heavenly throne not just to be in the midst of sinners, but to stand shoulder to shoulder with us sinners in the 

Jordan river to say, “I have come for them, to save them.”   

 

Indeed He does more than stand by us, He stands in for us, suffering all our sin earned upon the cross.  

What’s the big deal with Jesus’ Baptism?  It shows us He is on our side, to rescue us!   

 

It is important to be qualified for a job.  The more important the job is, the more important to be 

qualified to do it.  No job could be more important than the work of God’s promised Savior.  So at the start of 

His public ministry, God shows us Jesus is completely qualified by these special signs at His baptism.   

 

Suddenly, the heavens were opened for him!  And no wonder, this is where He came from.  Yes, He 

has become fully human and lives as an ordinary, indeed lowly human life in our place, but let there be no 

mistake, He is God’s only Son from heaven.   

 

You have the Father’s own word on it: This is my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with him.”  

The Bible doesn’t give us the details for most of the first 30 some years of Jesus’ life, but these words assure us 

all He did, every moment as an infant, every action as a child, all His faithful work as a carpenter, it was perfect 

and pleasing to God.   

 

God the Spirit was also present with an important message at Jesus’ baptism: He saw the Spirit of God, 

descending like a dove and landing on him.   

 

In the Old Testament, the kings, prophets and high priests who served God’s people were anointed with 

olive oil to picture the Holy Spirit would equip them for their work.  But Jesus is the promised Savior to whom 

all the prophets, priests and kings pointed.  So Jesus is not anointed with olive oil, but as our second lesson says 

with the Holy Spirit and with power.   

 

What’s the big deal with Jesus’ baptism?  In every way it assures us Jesus is the promised Christ, 

God’s chosen Savior, our true human brother and our Almighty Lord who has come to rescue us!  So yes, Jesus’ 

baptism is a big deal!   

 

And the same is true with your baptism, and mine.  It’s a big deal, because we need it!   

 

 Unlike Jesus, who had no need for forgiveness, we have to completely agree with what John confessed 

about himself: I need to be baptized by you.   

 

Yes, we need to be baptized, we need to be washed, because over and over God’s Word tells us we are 

filthy with sin from the very beginning of our lives.  As we heard at the start of the service, we are sinful flesh 

coming from sinful flesh, missing the mark of God’s perfection, already at birth, already when we were 

conceived.   

 

This sinful condition is why we don’t need to teach children to fight over a toy or hit their sibling or talk 

back.  Such sinful selfishness just comes naturally—sinful naturally.   

 

Earlier we confessed the result of this sinful condition in our lives every day: I have disobeyed you 

(God) in my thoughts, words and actions.  On our own, even as believers, all we do, say and think falls 

awfully short of the righteousness, the perfectly holy life God’s law requires.  Without such righteousness we 

cannot have life with God, but only death and hell.   
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But God did not leave us on our own.  He sent His Son to save.  Jesus came to this world, born pure and 

holy to give us His own righteousness.  He stood by the side of sinners in the Jordan River and He stood in our 

place on the cross to suffer all our sin deserved.  For us He stood alive again on resurrected feet as the proof He 

gives His people endless life and peace.  

 

And then, that you can be absolutely certain that Jesus did this not just for the world, but for you 

personally, God joined you to Jesus and all His saving work in your baptism.  God’s word says so in Galatians: 

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ. 

 

Baptized into Christ, His holy life covers you like a robe, giving you the holiness you lack, wrapping 

you up in the forgiveness you need.  With Jesus’ holiness as your holiness, and His death counting for your 

death, with Him forgiving your every sin, you are righteous in God’s sight.   

 

Yes, Christ won forgiveness for all the world.  But at the baptismal font, He was not forgiving the world, 

but forgiving you, just you at your baptism.  Now trusting His promise, you may know that you, yes you are 

forgiven—you, yes you are saved.  What’s the big deal with baptism?  It’s where God personally clothed you 

with Christ’s saving work.   

  

Jesus’ baptism was a Big Deal because the Triune God Himself was present.  The same was true when 

you were baptized.  The Word of God with the water says so:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 So the Son of God, Jesus Christ was there at your baptism with all His blessings to say to you what He 

says in the book of John: You did not choose me, but I chose you.   

  

 God the Holy Spirit was there at your baptism, working through the Word, through the message of the 

gospel in Baptism to create or strengthen faith in Christ in your heart.    

 

God the Father was there at your baptism, to on account of Jesus’ saving work, say to you what He said 

at Jesus’ baptism: This is my (child), whom I love. I am well pleased with him. 

 

What’s the big deal with your baptism?  It’s where the Triune God put His Name on you, claiming 

you as one part of His family, one of His forgiven and treasured people!   

 

 Just think what this tells you!  It means you can confidently pray Our Father in Heaven and know 

heaven is opened, God is listening and He will answer in the way He knows is for your best, eternal good.   

 

It means power through forgiveness to fight against the devil’s temptations and lies, as we remember 

Satan is no longer our master, Jesus has set us free.  We belong to the Lord and find in His strength help against 

the devil’s attacks.   

 

And when the devil hits us with guilt for our sinful failures and falls, we have God’s assurance that Jesus 

washes us clean from sin just as 1 Peter promises: Baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the 

body, but the guarantee of a good conscience before God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  And 

since God says you are clean, you are clean, regardless of what the devil or our feelings say!   

 

 Baptism means the God who made you part of His family, will be with you always.  It means through 

faith in Jesus, when you die, the heavens will be opened for you, just like they were at Jesus’ baptism.   
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But it was not just your soul that was baptized, but also your body.  And so when He comes in glory, 

Jesus shall raised your baptized body to everlasting life and joy.   

 

That’s the Big Deal with Baptism.  May we believe and treasure it always.  Amen.    

 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.  Amen. 

 

 


