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Epiphany 5 

 

Joshua 24:14-24 

 

CONTINUE TO SERVE THE LORD 

 

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve… but as for me and my household we will serve the 

Lord.” 

 

Perhaps you’ve been in a home where Christians live and you’ve seen a plaque on their wall with these words 

from Joshua 24: “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…but as for me and my household we will 

serve the Lord.” 

 

It’s a wonderful sentiment to have on the wall of your home. At the same time, those words can be misread by 

people. People may visualize this now-or-never moment, as though Joshua were saying: “From here on in, you 

Israelites, you have to choose. Starting now, you can decide to have a relationship with the true God or not.”    

 

But Joshua wasn’t speaking to unbelievers. He wasn’t speaking to people who hadn’t known God before. He 

was speaking to people who already had a long-term relationship with God. In fact, by way of introduction 

throughout this whole chapter, Joshua recounted to the Israelites how God took the initiative in their 

relationship way back;  how God chose Abraham, the father of their nation, who had been worshipping idols 

and God made a covenant with Him; how God rescued Abraham’s descendants, the Israelites, from slavery in 

Egypt; how God had protected and provided for the Israelites for forty years as they wandered about in the 

desert wilderness; how God defeated all their enemies in battle, and now how God was about to give them the 

lush, green land of Canaan to be their home. God made them His people. God did it all. They didn’t lift a finger 

to initiate a relationship with God. 

 

It is on that basis that Joshua now said to the Israelites, “Now fear the Lord and serve him.” The original 

Hebrew of this verse may actually be translated, “Now CONTINUE to fear the Lord and serve Him.”  They 

were not being given a choice to start something new with God. Joshua exhorted them to stay in the relationship 

that they already had with the true God. 

 

It’s not unlike the way God initiated your relationship with Him. Most likely it began at your baptism. You 

didn’t make the first move toward God. You didn’t make any decisions that day. You likely were kicking and 

gurgling and maybe hoping for lunch. But God came to you through a minister, through a sort of bath, through 

His Word and promises at Holy Baptism and claimed you for Himself. He washed your sins away. His Spirit 

gave birth to you spiritually and brought you to life by giving you faith in Jesus.  The Bible says, “When you 

were dead in your sins…God made you alive with Christ.”  

 

Originally, it was God’s choice that He picked you, not your choice that you picked Him. Then God nurtured 

your relationship with Him through Christian parents and teachers, through a Christian church, through 

worship, through a Sunday School, a pastor, an influential brother or sister in Christ. And that is why you are 

here today. So God truly does get all the glory, all the credit. 

 

Joshua said nothing different from the way a pastor encourages you every Sunday in worship, “Now continue to 

fear the Lord and serve Him. Look at everything He has given you and has done for you. If you need a running 

list, recite the Apostles Creed.  Look at everything you have in Christ. His Spirit has even given you the desire 

to love and stay with Him. So continue in what you have!” 

 



But there are still those words we stumble over. Don’t the wall plaques and the inspirational check blanks focus 

on the quote, “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve?” Ah yes! Here the Hebrew wording here is 

very emphatic: “Choose FOR YOURSELVES whom you will serve, you Israelites. God has been making the 

choices FOR YOU all along so far, God has established this relationship with you and sustained you all this 

while, but if you’re not satisfied with what God has done for you, then choose FOR YOURSELVES whom you 

will serve.” 

 

Now, as I read, listen very closely to the choices Joshua did set before the Israelites that day: “If serving the 

Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.”  If they were 

going to make their own choice for themselves, their only options were damning ones–either one set of false 

gods here or another set of false gods there. If we choose for ourselves, it can only go bad. The Bible says, 

There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. 

 

Even after the Israelites declared to Joshua, Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! Joshua 

retorted, “You are not able to serve the Lord.”  He meant it as a warning. They should not be smug in their faith 

and presume they were under no danger of falling away. We should not underestimate our sinful human 

capacity or inclination to turn away from God for something we like better. David wrote in the Psalms, All have 

turned away. There is no one who does good. Sadly, Joshua was later proved right. No sooner did Joshua and 

the leaders of his generation pass away, than the Israelites began devoting their attention to other gods.  

 

Therefore Joshua led by example that day and said, “As for me and my household, we will continue serving the 

Lord!”  Countless are the Christian mouths over the last three thousand five hundred years who have echoed 

these words, even as you and I are doing today, with the very best of intentions. 

 

But what do we find in our households? Yelling? Off-color jokes? An insatiable craving for more money, fun, 

to be left alone, the right kind of food? Is there love in our homes? Tenderness? Do the walls of our kitchens 

echo with Sunday School memory work? The walls of our bedrooms with prayers? Are our eyes at home filled 

with the Word of God and the daily tasks He has set before us, or with the television screen and the latest reality 

show that robs us of our soul and our grasp of reality itself? 

 

You see what a good thing it is that our salvation doesn’t depend on choices we have made for ourselves or on 

our faithfulness. In fact, the Bible says, It does not depend on man’s desire or effort but on God’s mercy. In 

mercy, Christ did make all the right choices to save our lives. He chose to come to earth and become one of us. 

He deliberately feared and served His heavenly Father perfectly. Every decision He made was consciously good 

and holy and pure and He followed through with every good action completely. God assesses Christ to be 

innocent in every way. Therefore, since Christ was human, God gives us humans the credit for what Christ did 

and God mercifully regards you and me innocent in every way based on what Christ has done. 

 

God also regarded Christ to be our sin, our wrong choices, our selfish decisions, our unfaithfulness and half-

hearted dedication when Christ hung on the cross. God’s damning anger hurled Christ into death’s gaping maw. 

And even though it would seem death is never satisfied, swallowing up billions and billions of lives more, yet 

Christ proved too big for death. He broke death open so that it can never keep hold on you and me again as we 

trust in Christ. 

 

Because of Christ God has forgiven us and in Baptism He gave you that forgiveness. It was there in Baptism, 

with His forgiveness, that God started something new in you. A new lease on life, a new life, a new relationship 

with your heavenly Father. He poured His Spirit into you in Baptism and made you a new person, a child of 

God that you might aspire to be more and more like someone who belongs to His household all eternity. 

 

You have all this from God: Christ, forgiveness, a new life, a new identity, rescue from death and judgment, a 

Father-child relationship, a heart of trusting obedience and an eternal home. But if these things are not 



satisfactory to you, then find something else and choose for yourselves whom you will serve.  May God grant 

that we would each respond: As for me, I will continue to serve the Lord. 


