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Pastor Shaun Arndt 

February 16, 2020 

Sermon Text – Matthew 5:21-27 

Epiphany 6 

God’s Love Changes Us 

 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what 

we are!  Amen.        

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

  

 A young man spends less time with his friends and more time with a certain young lady.  A little child 

gives her ice cream cone to her little brother who is crying because his fell to the sidewalk.  Parents give up 

sleep and so much more for their children.  Love brings changes.   

 

God’s love brings changes too.  And since God’s love is the greatest, his love makes the biggest 

changes.  Our Gospel lesson helps us see how God’s Love Changes Us.      

 

 Jesus teaches about God’s law in our reading.  The Bible teaches that you can sum up all of God’s law 

with the word love.  God commands us to love Him and to love our neighbor, our fellow human beings.  But 

just how much love, kindness and service does God expect from us?  Jesus’ words tell us the love God 

commands is way bigger than people expect.      

 

 “You have heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders 

will be subject to judgment.’ 22But I tell you that everyone who is angry with his brother without a cause 

will be subject to judgment…But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of hell fire. 

 

Just like today, many people in Jesus’ time thought you could keep the commandment: You shall not 

murder, as long as you didn’t actually take someone’s life.   

 

But with the authority of the true God, Jesus tells us the love God demands is far greater than that!  In 

God’s eternal courtroom, angry, insulting names and words deserve the same punishment as murder.  Jesus 

tells us plainly that hate and anger in the heart earns hell fire.   

 

Especially since so often the only cause for our anger is our own selfishness that wants to put us ahead 

of everyone else.   Anger that things didn’t go exactly how I wanted, anger at the person ahead who didn’t drive 

forward the instant the traffic light turned green, anger when the waitress was slow, anger because your sister 

got the bigger piece of pie, anger because they didn’t give me the credit I think I deserved…  

 

All kinds of anger so different than the heart-felt love God wants us to show everyone…anger earning us 

a place in the ever-burning garbage dump of hell.       

 

 Just because of a little anger?  Yes.  Because Jesus says: if you are about to offer your gift at the 

altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of 

the altar and go be reconciled to your brother.   

 

With these words Jesus shows us every sin and failure to love others is at the same time a sin and failure 

to love God whom we are to worship perfectly.  Every shabby treatment of others in our lives is saying God 

doesn’t love you enough to do want you want.   
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 Jesus again shows us God standards are infinitely higher than those of the sinful world and the sinful 

heart as He says: I tell you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery 

with her in his heart.  

 

False teachers of Jesus’ day limited sexual sins to actually sleeping with someone else’s husband or 

wife.  The world today says it’s okay to look, as long as you don’t touch.  One survey says far more people 

think it is always wrong to not recycle a plastic water bottle than those who think it is always wrong to view 

pornography.  But Jesus tells us self-serving lust puts a person under God’s judgment.     

 

The sinful heart says ‘c’mon, what can a little sin hurt?’  But Jesus answers: If your right eye causes 

you to fall into sin, pluck it out and throw it away from you. It is better for you to lose one part of your 

body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 

 

 Is Jesus literally telling us to cut off our hands and pull out our eyes?  Well, if doing that would save you 

from going to hell, then yes, it would be worth it—just as we would cut out a cancerous body part to keep the 

disease from spreading. 

 

But the problem is, Jesus just finished saying it’s not just the eye and hand that condemns us, but the 

thoughts and attitudes of our sinful hearts and minds.  Literally cutting off our hands won’t keep our whole 

bodies from being thrown into hell, because your sinful heart and mine have already earned a place there.   

 

See how clearly Jesus tells us, just one sinful thought, one millisecond of lust, one nanosecond of anger, 

even just one careless word brings an eternity in the ever-burning but never dying fire of hell.   

 

Not to mention all the other sins Jesus warns of in this lesson: wrongful divorce, not lying, but always 

being honest, meaning what you say, never misusing God’s name with foul language, remembering that 

whenever “O My God” is not a prayer, it is sin against God’s holy Name and the opposite of what we say in the 

Lord’s prayer: Hallowed (Holy) be your name…     

 

Do you see how God’s demand of love changes us?  It changes any notion we can ever save ourselves.  

It turns our hearts to jelly to see how totally we deserve God’s just punishment forever since He knows our sins 

better than we do, all the impure and angry thoughts of our hearts.  The love God demands changes us to see 

ourselves as the helpless sinners God says we are.   

 

And that truth prepares us for the most amazing change God’s love makes…the love God gives us.  

The love that saves us!  The love described in 1 John 4: This is love: not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.   

 

 The same Jesus who teaches us the true demands of God’s Holy Law is also the greatest proof God 

loves you.   

 

For God looked and saw sinners who at their very best fall infinitely short of pleasing him, sinners like 

you and me who have shattered his commandments over and over and deserve his hell.  And yet God loved 

anyway.  He loved with a totally unreasonable, undeserving and astounding love.  God’s great love went so far 

and deep, He gave His dearest treasure, His only Son to rescue us.   

 

God the Son, willingly took up the Father’s love and entered our human history, born of the virgin to be 

one of us to meet His own demand of love, because we had not.   
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So Jesus did more than teach about the command to love God and neighbor.  Jesus actually kept those 

commandments and every demand, every requirement of God’s Word in our place, just as we heard Him say in 

last week’s Gospel lesson:  I came to fulfill…the Law and the prophets (Mt 5:17).  

 

 Jesus never murdered, not with his hand, his mouth or in his heart.  Even Christ’s anger was always 

holy anger, free from selfish sin and only concerned with God’s honor and the good of souls, like when He 

cleansed the temple from the moneychangers.     

 

Jesus’ words were never spoken to cut down, but to heal and help.  Even when He used the harsh words 

of God’s law, Jesus spoke for the goal of teaching people to cling to God’s forgiving love to save them.  

 

 Christ’s eyes never wandered.  His heart remained perfect and pure, free of any lustful desire.  His 

every word was of perfect truth and love, honoring God’s name, perfectly loving God by perfectly loving his 

neighbor.   

 

 Jesus never sinned and yet He let Himself be placed under God’s judgment.  He paid every last penny 

of our sin’s debt to rescue us from hell fire.   

 

Since cutting off our hands couldn’t save us from the hell, Jesus let His hands be nailed to a cross where 

His whole self was thrown beneath God’s righteous judgment on the cross instead of us.  Since plucking out our 

eyes couldn’t save us from the hell we’ve all earned, Jesus chose to be plucked out of the Father’s love as he 

suffered Hell’s pain on the cross in our place.   

 

With His precious blood as the God-Man, Jesus washes us clean, cleansing our lips from every careless 

word, washing our hearts from every self-centered thought, washing our whole lives and selves.   

 

In amazing love, God the Holy Spirit has brought you to believe this good news that all Jesus did, all He 

won by His holy life, innocent death and glorious rising from death is now yours.   

 

Through faith in Jesus, in God’s eyes you have a perfect record of keeping every commandment, a 

spotless record of loving God and neighbor, Jesus’ own record made to be yours.   

 

Do you see what a marvelous change The Love God Gives in Jesus makes!?  He changes us from lost 

sinners to rescued saints!  His love frees us from the death and hell we earned to live in the endless delights of 

heaven He won for us.  Yes, God’s Love Changes Us: The Love He Gives saves us.   

  

 And let us not forget that God promises us His love changes us in another way.  God’s Word says: if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Cor 5:17)   

 

When He brought us to faith, He gave us new hearts able to view His commands not as some horrible 

demands but as the right way to live to love God and love those around in us in grateful response to the love 

God gives us!   

 

Remember Jesus.  Remember God’s love changes us, remember what He has made you: a child of God 

and fight the temptation to give into selfish anger, guard against lust and what we watch and listen to, watch the 

words we use, and apologize to those we’ve wronged.  Let God’s saving love lead us to cut out of our lives 

whatever would try to lead us away from our Lord.   

 

Thank God, His Love changes us.  His love for you in Jesus is perfect, complete, finished, forgiving 

and saving.  Continually look to His perfect love for you and then love Him and others all the more.  Amen.     


