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Pastor Shaun Arndt 

February 2, 2020 

Sermon Text - Daniel 3:13-27 

See You Are Blessed 

 

 

There Will Be Fire… 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.            

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

 

 They are young, handsome and intelligent.  They live in a rich and powerful land.  They have important 

jobs with a promising future.  They are all set to live comfortable, prosperous lives.     

 

 All they have to do is just blend in and go with the crowd.  Just bow down once to the King’s golden 

statue.   

 

From a human perspective, they wouldn’t even have to give up their faith or convert religions, but just 

make a little nod that the gods of Babylon are legitimate and powerful.  “After all, don’t all temples point to 

heaven?”    

 

 But no!  To fall down and worship that statue would mean unfaithfulness to the Lord and His Word.  

It would mean denying the truth that there is only one true God and only one way to be saved.  It would mean 

hiding the only truth that saves them, and is able to save those around them…their neighbors, their coworkers, 

their countrymen.   

 

 So instead, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego quite literally stand up for the Lord, when everyone 

was bowing down to Babylon’s gods.   

 

And now there will be fire.  They will face heat for their faith in the promised Savior.  Not just the heat 

of standing out from the crowd and going against culture.  Not just the heat of being called lawbreakers and 

disloyal for going against the king.  Not just the heat of standing before an angry King who laughs at their most 

unreasonable faith: “What god will be able to save you from my hands?”   

 

They face real fire, being thrown alive into a blazing fiery furnace.  For Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, faithfulness to the Lord meant there will be fire.   

 

 And they are not alone.  In today’s gospel Jesus told us how the prophets of old were insulted and 

persecuted.  From a prison cell, the Apostle Paul wrote: Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted.   

 

 Dear friends, that means as we follow Jesus, there will be fire.   

 

There are places throughout the world where right now Christians face arrest, beatings, exile and death 

for their trust in Christ.  Let us remember to pray for those believers facing such things.   

 

Right now, we are blessed to enjoy religious freedom in our country, so that it’s not likely that we will 

face literal fire like the three men in our lesson, being tied up and tossed into a blast furnace.   
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But you don’t have to look far to face the fire of insult for taking a stand on God’s Word.  Read the 

newspaper, watch TV, scroll through social media and you will find no shortage of examples that make fun of 

those who would take the Bible seriously.  There are plenty of people who will tell you that believing God made 

the world in six days or that the Bible is the true Word of God is as foolish as defying a king who can toss you 

in a blazing furnace!   

 

Like ancient Babylon, our culture doesn’t mind if you want to believe in Jesus, but don’t you dare say 

He is the only truth and only way to life with God.  Stand by that truth and you can expect to take “fire” for 

being intolerant of other’s beliefs.   

 

While such things may not be “life threatening,” they still burn.  It hurts to be called ignorant, backward, 

irrelevant, to be left out or ignored for saying what God says.  And it can build up and make us fearful to share 

our faith.         

 

 And then there is the way the devil’s flaming arrows of temptation often take the form of a nice warm 

blanket of comfort for ourselves, rather than taking fire for our faith. A nice comfy blanket of just not saying 

anything. 

 

After all, if I talk to that friend about their need for Jesus, it might make the relationship uncomfortable.  

I’ll just laugh along with the sinful jokes and listen in on the gossip, otherwise they’ll think I’m weird.   

 

 I’ll just mind my own business and stay comfortable with people I know rather than take the effort to 

get to know my neighbors, coworkers, countrymen who might need to hear that one and only saving truth of 

Jesus.  

 

I’ll just stay comfortable with my own entertainment and hobbies, rather than go to the effort of digging 

into the Word or to be ready to be speak up for Jesus when the time comes or sacrificing to do His work.   

 

We may not bow down to a golden statue like the one Nebuchadnezzar made, but because of the 

treacherous sinful nature within, we so easily bow down to another false god—the god of our sinful self, that is 

tempted to blend in to avoid persecution and eager to put our comfort ahead the Lord’s mission to reach the lost.   

 

Like all our other sins, these deserve the fire of hell that will never be quenched.  So how could we ever 

be saved?   

 

 Simple.  The same Lord who saved Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego is the one who saves you and 

me.  The same God who came to their rescue, and made it so that the fire could not harm them has already come 

to our rescue and done the same for us!   

 

In Jesus Christ, the One true God became our brother and stood in the fire for us and instead of us.  Jesus 

didn’t give up a little comfort to come to this world to save us, He gave up everything, leaving heaven to be 

insulted and rejected as He spoke the truth.  Where we have withered in the heat of persecution or grown 

fearful, Jesus stood firm and faithful in our place.   

 

 What’s more, Jesus chose to give His sinless soul up to a heat infinitely more intense than a furnace 

heated seven times hotter.  On the cross, Jesus endured the burning punishment of hell itself that our fears and 

our listening to the selfish sinful nature deserves.  With His holy blood, shed for us, Christ has put out the fiery 

punishment our sin has earned.   
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 And then Jesus rose from the grave in victory to keep His promise that not even death itself can harm or 

hold those who trust in Him.  Jesus lives to be with us in every difficulty, every trial and every persecution.  He 

will stand by His own and bring them safely even through the valley of the shadow of death.   

 

Jesus lives to raise our bodies up from the grave at the last day, to give His people life that knows no end 

and joys that outweigh any sorrow, insult or heat we may suffer for our faith in this world as we follow our 

Savior.  Any harm we suffer now will be completely undone in heaven’s joys.   

 

Not because of our faithfulness, but because of Jesus’ faithfulness, our God does exist and does save!   

 

That’s why Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego could be so bold when they stood before the king.  

Listen again to what they said:  

 

Since our God, whom we serve, does exist, he is able to save us from the blazing fiery furnace.  So, 

he may save us from your hand, Your Majesty.  But if he does not, you should know, Your Majesty, that 

we will not serve your gods, and we will not worship the golden statue that you set up.” 

 

Now remember, you and I know how this turned out for them, but they didn’t!   Notice carefully what 

they said.  He may save us… they acknowledged God could use a miracle to rescue them from the furnace, but 

they didn’t know if he was going to that.   

 

So they also said: But if he does not…  They acknowledged it might be God’s plan to let them die for 

their faith in that furnace.   

 

But even if that were the case, they would still remain faithful to Him, because they know He is the God 

who saves eternally, the God who raises the dead, the God who watches over His people not for a brief time in 

this world, but gives them perfect life forever and ever!  The Lord’s promises and Spirit worked faith made 

them bold!   

 

So can you and I be bold like them?  By ourselves, no.  By the power of God’s Word; yes!  These words 

we read today don’t just tell us about the boldness God gave these men, but it is the word of God that has the 

power to give us the same boldness!   

 

Indeed, that’s why we’re here this morning, and that’s why Jesus wants us to be here listening to His 

Word in worship, and in Bible class, in home devotions and as we recall His promises.  For through His Word, 

the Lord forgives our sins, comforts our hearts, and builds up our faith that we may also live boldly for Him, 

standing up for His saving truth and using His powerful Word.   

 

When this happens there will be fire… the kind of fire the Lord talks about in Jeremiah: Is not my 

Word like a fire? declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?  In other words, 

though we may be weak, He is strong, and He will use His powerful word to do great things in us and through 

us.  The Lord who cannot lie has promised it.   

 

Yes, when we follow Christ in a sinful world, there will be fire.  But so what?!  Our God is the God 

who saves both from and saves through fire.  Amen.   

 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom.  To him be 

glory for ever and ever.  Amen.   

 


