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Pastor Shaun Arndt 

March 8, 2020 

Sermon Text – Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

Lent 2: See Christ Our Champion!  

He Defeats Unbelief with His Gospel 

 

Praise be to the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised.  Not one word has failed of 

all the good promises he gave.  Amen.        

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

  

 With a voice filled with respect, she says, “Just like your father, trustworthy and dependable.”  With a 

voice filled with frustration he says, “Just like your father, stubborn and hard-headed.   

 

Just like your father…this is true of each of us when it comes to our common father: Abraham.  

God’s Word in our second lesson from Romans says of Abraham: He is the father of us all.  So let us see how 

God’s apostle teaches that you are just like your father Abraham.   

 

In the first three chapters of Romans, Paul has been teaching about the only way a person becomes 

righteous, how people can be “right” with the holy God.  Now in chapter four, Paul points to Abraham as a 

famous example of what he has been saying about how a person is justified, how we are declared “right” and 

clear in God’s courtroom, how we are saved.   

 

 Even though Abraham lived 4000 years ago, he is remembered and recognized by billions of people 

today. Not just Christians but also Muslims and followers of Judaism look up to Abraham.  The Bible tells us 

Abraham is in heaven.  But what got him there?  Was Abraham right with God because of something he did or 

because he cooperated with God in some way?   

 

Not in the least!  Paul shuts that line of reasoning down and he shuts it down hard: If indeed Abraham 

had been justified by works, he would have had a reason to boast—but not before God.  

 

Yes, Abraham did some amazing things.  God told him go to a new land and just like that he left and 

went!  But not even this gave him a reason to boast before God.  None of Abraham’s works or efforts saved 

him. 

 

Especially since Paul just gone done saying this back in chapter 3: There is no one who is righteous, 

not even one…no one will be declared righteous in (God’s) sight by works of the law, for through the law 

we become aware of sin (10, 20).   

 

All human beings born in the natural way fail to keep God’s law perfectly, and so all are sinful.  That 

includes Abraham.  So you can’t be saved by trying to keep God’s law, for the law condemns sinners to death 

and hell, as Paul writes: For law brings wrath.     

 

Ok, so then how was Abraham saved?  The Bible answers: “Abraham believed God and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”  …To the person who does not work but believes in the God who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited to him as righteousness. 

 

Abraham was saved not by what He did, but by what He believed.  He was saved by the work of God, 

who forgives ungodly sinners and gives them a right standing in His eyes.   God can do this because of the 

work of the promised Savior He had said would come from Abraham’s family.   
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 That Savior was Jesus.  Jesus is indeed righteous and perfect by what He did, for He was not born in the 

natural way, but born through that awesome miracle where true God became true man to live and die in the 

sinner’s place!   

 

In John 8, Jesus says: Abraham saw (my day) and rejoiced!  Abraham was saved through faith that 

looked forward to Jesus’ saving work, just as in faith we look back to all Jesus did.  That’s why Abraham is the 

father of us all, for the one who has the faith of Abraham (that is faith in Jesus) is one of Abraham’s 

descendants.   

 

But can’t we at least get some credit that we believe?  No, for our lesson says: To the person who does 

not work but believes in the God who justifies the ungodly.  

 

Not work but believes.  That tells us faith is the very opposite of works.  Hot is the opposite of cold, East 

is the opposite of West.  Faith is the opposite of works.  Faith is not our work for which God owes us 

something.  Rather, faith is His gift worked in us by the Holy Spirit through the Word.    

 

In all of this did you catch what Paul is saying about Abraham?  To the person who does not work but 

believes in the God who justifies the ungodly.  

 

Whoa!  The Bible calls Abraham, this hero of faith, what?  It calls him ungodly.  But not just him, 

remember, we’re just like our father Abraham…  

 

 There is a bitter pill here our sinful pride doesn’t want us to swallow!  If Abraham, called the father of 

our faith, Abraham who did all those great things, if Abraham had nothing to bring to the table except sin when 

it came to getting right with God, then the same goes for you and me.   

 

The fact is, God does not save nice people.  In his holy sight there are none!  God does save people who 

do more good than bad, for there none of us have perfectly done the good His law requires!  God does not save 

the worthy, for none of us are.  No, it says God justifies the ungodly, and so that is me and that is you, just like 

your father Abraham.  

 

Now if—as our sinful hearts love to do—if you want to disagree with this Biblical assessment that of 

ourselves we are totally corrupt, lost and helpless sinners, then listen to this:  if people are heirs by the law, 

faith is empty and the promise is nullified…  

 

If you want to say there’s something you can do or contribute to being saved, if you think you are saved 

because in at least some small way you are better than other sinners, than you are telling God that the promise 

of Jesus’ forgiveness is worthless and empty and that the sacrifice Christ made on the cross was utterly 

unnecessary.    

 

Instead, just like our father Abraham let us confess we are sinners who must say: “Lord, when it comes 

to being saved, I’ve got nothing, I’m empty.  You and you alone must save!”    

 

 And wonder of wonders what does God answer?  To the person who does not work but believes in 

the God who justifies the ungodly…    

 

Rejoice and be glad!  For God justifies, He declares ungodly sinners forgiven, holy and righteous in 

His sight.  Rejoice, for Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 Tim 1:15) and so He came to save 

you and me!   

 



3 

 

Christ and Christ alone lived the perfect, righteous life.  On the cross, Christ and Christ alone paid for 

Abraham’s sin, your sin, my sin, the world’s sin, the guilt and ungodliness of us all.  Jesus Christ, true God, 

died for the ungodly and as a result.   

 

Through the gift of faith, God takes the forgiveness Jesus won, the holiness He lived and He puts it into 

your spiritual bank account, just as Paul says: to the person…who believes…his faith is credited…as 

righteousness.  Through God’s gift of faith in Jesus, you are just like your father Abraham: righteous and 

right before God.   

 

Can you be certain of this?  Yes!  Because just as it was for Abraham, this saving righteousness before 

God does not depend in the least on us, but it depends entirely on God’s promise and God’s gift of Jesus, as our 

lesson says: The promise is by faith, so that it may be according to grace and may be guaranteed to all of 

Abraham’s descendants…to the one who has the faith of Abraham. 

 

Do you see what a blessing, what amazing good news this all is?  If our getting right with God did 

depend on us in even some small way, it would never be certain, never be guaranteed, it would always be in 

doubt.  For all the time we do things like lose our keys, lose track of our homework assignments or walk into a 

room and promptly forget why we are going there.  If it depends on us, we’re doomed.     

 

But because it depends on grace—the undeserved gift of God—it is certain.  Because our eternal life 

depends on God, it is guaranteed!   

 

For He is the God who always keeps His promises, He is the God who makes the dead alive. He said 

Jesus would rise from the grave and He did!  And since this God promises you are right with Him through faith 

in Jesus, then it is true, solid, certain and guaranteed!     

 

And that makes you just like your father, Abraham.  Just like him, you are right with God.  Just like 

Abraham, your place in heaven depends on Jesus Christ alone.  Just like Abraham you are chosen, forgiven and 

called by the living God.  Just like Abraham, you will inherit a place in that new and perfect world God’s 

people will enjoy at the resurrection.   

 

Just like your father Abraham, God has given you a new heart that trusts Christ and is eager and 

willing to go wherever the Lord’s Word commands.   

 

And just like Abraham, when we stumble and fall along the way, we rejoice to see Jesus and know 

God’s promise is guaranteed.  Thank God, you are saved by God’s grace in Christ, just like your father 

Abraham.  Amen.  

  

May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our Fathers, may he never leave us or forsake us.  Amen.   
 

 


