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INVOCATION 
M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
PRAYER 

Lord God, you have brought us safely to this 

hour of prayer. We thank you for providing all 

that we need for body and life. Bless us who 

have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. 

Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with 

the comfort of your Word, and receive our 

hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus 

Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 
 



PASSION HISTORY READING         
Matthew 27:27-66 
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the 
Praetorium and gathered the whole cohort[a] of 
soldiers around him. They stripped him and put 
a scarlet robe on him. They twisted together a 
crown of thorns and put it on his head. They put 
a staff in his right hand, knelt in front of him, 
and mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!”  They spit on him, took the staff, and hit 
him repeatedly on his head. 
 
After they had mocked him, they took off the 
robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they 
led him away to crucify him. 
 
As they were going out of the city, they found a 
man of Cyrene named Simon. They forced him to 
carry Jesus’ cross.  They came to a place called 
Golgotha, which means “The place of the 
skull.”  They offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed 
with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A27-66&version=EHV#fen-EHV-24151a


drink it.  After they had crucified him, they 
divided his clothing among themselves by 
casting lots.  Then they sat down and were 
keeping watch over him there.  Above his head 
they posted the written charge against him: 
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
 
At the same time two criminals were crucified 
with him, one on his right and one on his 
left.  People who passed by kept insulting him, 
shaking their heads,  and saying, “You who were 
going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in 
three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross!” 
 
In the same way the chief priests, experts in the 
law, and elders kept mocking him. They said, “He 
saved others, but he cannot save himself. If he’s 
the King of Israel, let him come down now from 
the cross, and we will believe in him.  He trusts 
in God. Let God rescue him now, if he wants him, 
because he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”  In the 



same way even the criminals who were crucified 
with him kept insulting him. 
 
From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, there 
was darkness over all the land.  About the ninth 
hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” which 
means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”  
 
When some of those standing there heard this, 
they said, “This fellow is calling for Elijah.” 
 
Immediately one of them ran, took a sponge, and 
soaked it with sour wine. Then he put it on a 
stick and gave him a drink.  The rest said, “Leave 
him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 
 
After Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, he 
gave up his spirit.  Suddenly, the temple curtain 
was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 
shook and rocks were split.  Tombs were opened, 



and many bodies of saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised to life.  Those who came out of the 
tombs went into the holy city after Jesus’ 
resurrection and appeared to many people. 
When the centurion and those who were 
guarding Jesus with him saw the earthquake and 
the things that had happened, they were terrified 
and said, “Truly this was the Son of God.” 
Many women who had followed Jesus from 
Galilee and who had served him were there, 
watching from a distance.  Among them were 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 
Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 
 
When it was evening, there came a rich man 
from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a 
disciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered that it be 
given to him.  Joseph took the body, wrapped it 
in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new 
tomb that he had cut in the rock. He rolled a 
large stone over the tomb’s entrance and 



left.  Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were 
there sitting opposite the tomb. 
 
On the next day, which was the day after the 
Preparation Day, the chief priests and Pharisees 
gathered in the presence of Pilate  and said, “Sir, 
we remembered what that deceiver said while he 
was still alive: ‘After three days I will rise 
again.’  So give a command that the tomb be 
made secure until the third day. Otherwise his 
disciples might steal his body and tell the people, 
‘He is risen from the dead.’ And this last 
deception will be worse than the first.” 
 
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard. Go, make 
it as secure as you know how.”  So they went and 
made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and 
posting a guard. 
 
 
 
 



HYMN  
Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted    #127 
 

1  Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,  

See him dying on the tree! 

’Tis the Christ, by man rejected;  

Yes, my soul, ’tis he, ’tis he. 

’Tis the long-expected Prophet,  

David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 

Proofs I see sufficient of it:  

’Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 

2  Tell me, as you hear him groaning,  

Was there ever grief like his? 

Friends through fear his cause disowning,  

Foes insulting his distress, 

Many hands were raised to wound him,  

None would intervene to save, 

But the deepest stroke that pierced him  

Was the stroke that Justice gave. 

 

 

 



3  If you think of sin but lightly  

Nor suppose the evil great, 

Here you see its nature rightly,  

Here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the sacrifice appointed;  

See who bears the awful load— 

’Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed,  

Son of Man and Son of God. 

 

4  Here we have a firm foundation,  

Here the refuge of the lost; 

Christ’s the rock of our salvation,  

His the name of which we boast. 

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,  

Sacrifice to cancel guilt— 

None shall ever be confounded  

Who on him their hope have built. 

 

 
SERMON 
 
 
 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

 died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

 right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 



DUET    Lamb of God 
 
PRAYER 
Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works come from you. Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

your commandments. Defend us also from the 

fear of our enemies that we may live in peace 

and quietness, through the merits of Jesus 

Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
 gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor, and give you 
 peace. 
Amen. 



CLOSING HYMN    

Now the Light Has Gone Away #593 

 

1  Now the light has gone away;  

Father, listen while I pray, 

Asking you to watch and keep  

And to send me quiet sleep. 

 

2  Jesus, Savior, wash away  

All that I’ve done wrong today. 

Make me ever more like you,  

Good and gentle, kind and true. 

 

3  Let my near and dear ones be  

Safe with you eternally. 

Oh, bring me and all I love  

To your happy home above. 

 

4  Now my evening praise I give;  

You once died that I might live. 

All your precious gifts are free— 

Oh, how good you are to me! 

 



5  Ah, my best and kindest Friend,  

You will love me to the end. 

Let me love you more and more,  

Always better than before. 

 

 


