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Easter Gifts from the Risen Savior: 
Lasting Peace 

 
WELCOME  
 
INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
EASTER GREETING  
M: Christ is risen!   
C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 
HYMN     #142,  Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain  
(Vs. 1) 
Come, you faithful, raise the strain  

Of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought his Israel  

Into joy from sadness.  

See the spring of souls today:  

Christ has burst his prison  

And from three days’ sleep in death  

As a sun has risen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 
 
HYMN     #142,  Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain  
(Vs. 2) 
All the winter of our sins,  

Long and dark, is flying  

From his light, to whom we give  

Laud and praise undying.  

Neither could the gates of death  

Nor the tomb’s dark portal  

Nor the watchers nor the seal  

Hold him as a mortal. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their 
fears with your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word 
and Sacrament and banish our fears with the comforting 
assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON         Acts 10:34a, 36, 39-43 

34Then Peter began to speak: 36“He sent his word to the people of 

Israel, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, 

who is Lord of all. 



39“Indeed, we are witnesses of all the things he did in the country 

of the Jews and in Jerusalem, yet they killed him by hanging him on 

a cross. 40But God raised him on the third day and caused him to 

be seen, 41not by all the people, but by the witnesses God had 

already chosen—by us, who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify solemnly that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that, 

through his name, everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
HYMN     #142,  Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain  
(Vs. 3) 
But today among his own  

Christ appeared, bestowing  

Blessed peace, which evermore  

Passes human knowing.  

Come, you faithful, raise the strain  

Of triumphant gladness!  

God has brought his Israel  

Into joy from sadness. 

 
SECOND LESSON           1 Peter 1:3-9 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 

great mercy he gave us a new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4into an inheritance 

that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 
5Through faith you are being protected by God’s power for the 

salvation that is ready to be revealed at the end of time. 
6Because of this you rejoice very much, even though now for a 

little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various kinds of 

trials 7so that the proven character of your faith—which is more 

valuable than gold, which passes away even though it is tested by 

fire—may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when 

Jesus Christ is revealed. 

 
8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 

see him now, yet by believing in him, you are filled with a joy that 

is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9because you are receiving 

the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
HYMN     #165, O Sons and Daughters of the King 
(Vss. 1-3) 
1  O sons and daughters of the King, 

Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 

Today the grave has lost its sting! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2  On that first morning of the week, 

Before the day began to break, 

The Marys went their Lord to seek. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

3  An angel bade their sorrow flee, 

For thus he spoke unto the three, 

“Your Lord will go to Galilee.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL             John 20:19-31 
 

19On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were 

together behind locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. 

Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with 

you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

 



21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father 

has sent me, I am also sending you.” 22After saying this, he 

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23Whenever 

you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 
24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not 

with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples kept telling 

him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and 

put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his 

side, I will never believe.” 

 
26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was 

with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 

among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your 

hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but 

believe.” 

 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 
29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 
30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous 

signs that are not written in this book. 31But these are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN    #165, O Sons and Daughters of the King  
(Vss. 4-7) 
4  That night th’ apostles met in fear; 

Among them came their Lord most dear 

And said, “Peace be unto you here.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

5  When Thomas afterwards had heard 

That Jesus had fulfilled his word, 

He doubted if it were the Lord.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6  “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 

“My hands, my feet, my body see; 

And doubt not, but believe in me.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



7  No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

SERMON            1 Peter 1:3-9 
What Makes A Living Hope A Living Hope? 

 
 
HYMN     #165, O Sons and Daughters of the King 
(Vss. 8-9) 
8  Blessèd are they that have not seen  

And yet whose faith has constant been; 

In life eternal they shall reign.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

9  On this most holy day of days  

To God your hearts and voices raise 

In laud and jubilee and praise.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

God of all grace, we thank you for the gift of eternal life in your 
Son.  By the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and by the faithful 
testimony of the apostles, you have assured us that our faith 
stands on a sure and solid foundation.   
For these priceless gifts… 
 

We thank you Lord.   
 

Though we do not see Jesus with our physical eyes, help us see 
Him with the eyes of faith.  Through your Holy Spirit, breathe on 
your Church that it may faithfully proclaim the gospel of our risen 
Savior with courage and diligence in all lands and to all people.  
Grant that we also may be illumined by the heavenly light of your 
Word, and so keep us in the one and only true faith.  Lord, in your 
mercy… 
 

Hear our prayer.   
Preserve us from all assaults on our souls, deliver us from doubt 
and despair, and preserve us from worldly wisdom and false 
teaching.  Forgive the sins of your people.  Strengthen the doubting 
and faithless. Bring back the forgetful and wayward, and comfort 
the anxious and the distressed.  Lord in your mercy… 
 

Hear our prayer.   
 

Special Prayers  
 
 

Grant peace and rest to us all.  We pray this in the name of Christ, 
our Lord, who taught us to pray…  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN      #149, Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

1  “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” 

Saints on earth and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; 

Sing, O heav’ns, and earth, reply. 

 

2  Love’s redeeming work is done, 

Fought the fight, the battle won; 

Lo, our sun’s eclipse is o’er; 

Lo, he sets in blood no more. 

 

3  Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 

Christ has burst the gates of hell. 

Death in vain forbids his rise; 

Christ has opened paradise. 

 

4  Lives again our glorious King! 

Where, O death, is now your sting? 

Once he died our souls to save; 

Where your victory, O grave? 

 

5  Soar we now where Christ has led, 

Foll’wing our exalted head. 

Made like him, like him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies! 

 

6  Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to you by both be giv’n! 

God has now fulfilled his Word; 

Praise the resurrected Lord! 

 
 


