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WELCOME  
 
INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
EASTER GREETING  
M: Christ is risen!   
C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 
HYMN #160,  This Joyful Eastertide (Vs. 1) 
1 This joyful Eastertide 

Away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the Crucified, 

Has sprung to life this morrow. 
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Refrain: 

Had Christ, who once was slain, 

Not burst his three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 

But now is Christ arisen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their 
fears with your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word 
and Sacrament and banish our fears with the comforting 
assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON    Acts 24:10-21 

10When the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul 
replied, “Because I know that you have been a judge over this 
nation for many years, I gladly make my defense. 11You can 
verify for yourself that it was no more than twelve days ago 
when I went up to worship at Jerusalem. 12They did not find 
me arguing with anyone in the temple or stirring up a crowd in 
the synagogues or anywhere else in the city. 13And they cannot 
prove to you the accusations they are now making against me. 

14“But I do confess to you that I worship the God of our 
fathers according to the Way, which they call a sect. I believe 
everything written throughout the Law and in the Prophets; 
15and I have the same hope in God that these men have, that 
there is going to be a resurrection of both the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 16This is the reason I continue to do my best to 
have a clear conscience toward both God and people. 
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17“After several years, I came to bring my people gifts for 
the poor and to present offerings. 18While I was doing these 
things, they found me ceremonially purified in the temple, 
without a crowd or disturbance. 19But there are some Jews 
from the province of Asia who ought to be here before you and 
bring charges, if they have anything against me. 20Or let these 
men here state what crime they found in me when I stood 
before the Sanhedrin, 21unless this is about the one thing I 
shouted while standing in their presence: ‘It is concerning the 
resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.’” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
HYMN  #160, This Joyful Eastertide (Vs. 2) 
2  Death’s flood has lost its chill 

Since Jesus crossed the river; 

Lover of souls, from ill 

My passing soul deliver. 

Refrain: 

Had Christ, who once was slain, 

Not burst his three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 

But now is Christ arisen. 

 

LESSON    1 Peter 1:17-21 
 

17If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according 
to the work of each person, conduct yourselves during the time 
of your pilgrimage in reverence, 18because you know that you 
were redeemed from your empty way of life handed down to 
you from your forefathers, not with things that pass away, such 
as silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like a 
lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was chosen before the 
foundation of the world but revealed in these last times for 
your sake. 21Through him you are believers in God, who raised 
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him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 
hope are in God. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
HYMN  #160,    This Joyful Eastertide (Vs. 3) 
3  My flesh in hope shall rest 

And for a season slumber 

Till trump from east to west 

Shall wake the dead in number. 

Refrain: 

Had Christ, who once was slain, 

Not burst his three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 

But now is Christ arisen. 

 
GOSPEL            Luke 24:13-35 
 

13Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a 
village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
14They were talking with each other about all of these things 
that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing 
this, Jesus himself approached and began to walk along with 
them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17He 
said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?” 
Saddened, they stopped. 

 
18One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 

only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have happened there in these days?” 

 
19“What things?” he asked them. 
 
They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a 

man who was a prophet, mighty in deed and word before God 
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and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed 
him over to be condemned to death. And they crucified him. 
21But we were hoping that he was going to redeem Israel. Not 
only that, but besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things happened. 22Also some women of our group amazed us. 
They were at the tomb early in the morning. 23When they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even 
seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb. They found it just as 
the women had said, but they did not see him.” 

25He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ 
have to suffer these things and to enter his glory?” 27Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to 
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

28As they approached the village where they were going, he 
acted as if he were going to travel farther. 29But they urged him 
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is almost evening, and 
the day is almost over.” 

 
So he went in to stay with them. 30When he reclined at the 

table with them, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and 
began giving it to them. 31Suddenly their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him. Then he vanished from their sight.  

 
32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 

within us while he was speaking to us along the road and while 
he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33They got up that 
very hour and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven 
and those who were with them assembled together.  

 
34They were saying, “The Lord really has been raised! He 

has appeared to Simon.” 35They themselves described what 
had happened along the road, and how they recognized him 
when he broke the bread. 

 



6 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life everlasting.  
      Amen. 
 
HYMN  #167, Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense (Vss. 1-3) 
1  Jesus Christ, my sure defense  

And my Savior, now is living! 

Knowing this, my confidence  

Rests upon the hope he’s giving, 

Though the night of death be fraught  

Still with many an anxious thought. 

 

2  Jesus, my Redeemer, lives;  

I, too, unto life shall waken. 
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Endless joy my Savior gives; 

Shall my courage, then, be shaken? 

Shall I fear, or could the head 

Rise and leave his members dead? 

 

3  No, too closely am I bound  

Unto him by hope forever;  

Faith’s strong hand the rock has found,  

Grasped it, and will leave it never.  

Even death now cannot part  

From its Lord the trusting heart. 

 
SERMON             1 Peter 1:17-21 
 

Hope that will never Disappoint 
 
 

HYMN #167, Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense (Vss. 4-5) 
4  I am flesh and must return  

Unto dust, whence I am taken;  

But by faith I now discern  

That from death I shall awaken  

With my Savior to abide  

In his glory, at his side. 
 

5  Glorified, I shall anew 

With this flesh then be enshrouded; 

In this body I shall view  

God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 

In this flesh I then shall see 

Jesus Christ eternally. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you 
fulfilled your promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, from the dead so that our faith and our hope rest on 
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solid ground.  For your Word of Truth and for the victory you 
give us through our Lord Jesus Christ…    
 
We thank you Lord.   
 
In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who 
laid down his life to rescue the lost.  Drive out all doubt and 
gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.   Lord, in 
your mercy… 
 

Hear our prayer.   
 
Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make 
intercession for the saints, and grant us confidence in the 
greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your 
redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the 
song of victory. Lord, in your mercy… 
 
Hear our prayer.   
 
Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news 
of hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of 
all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our 
treasures.  Live in us that we may live for you.  Lord, in your 
mercy… 
 
Hear our prayer.   
 
Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen 
the faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure them of your 
abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal 
life. 
Special Prayers  
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Gracious Lord, you have restored to us the joy of your 
salvation.  Trusting your promises we pray as you have taught 
us…   
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN      #382           My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

1  My hope is built on nothing less  

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare to make no other claim  

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2  When darkness veils his lovely face,  

I rest on his unchanging grace; 

In ev’ry high and stormy gale  
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My anchor holds within the veil. 

Refrain 

 

3  His oath, his covenant and blood  

Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,  

He then is all my hope and stay. 

Refrain 

 

4  When he shall come with trumpet sound,  

Oh, may I then in him be found, 

Clothed in his righteousness alone,  

Faultless to stand before his throne. 

Refrain 


