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INVOCATION 
M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, when you instituted your Holy Supper for the Church 
of all time you also demonstrated your love by an act of lowly service.   
Grant us your Holy Spirit so that whenever you give yourself to us in 
that blessed Sacrament we are in the same way prompted to give 
ourselves to each other in selfless deeds of humble service.  We ask this 
in your name because you lived and died for us. Amen.  

 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                             John 13:1-15, 34 
Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that the time had come for him to 
leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved those who were his own 
in the world, he loved them to the end.  
By the time the supper took place, the Devil had already put the idea into 
the heart of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 
Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going back to God.  He got up from the supper 
and laid aside his outer garment. He took a towel and tied it around his 
waist.  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” 
Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I am doing now, but later 
you will understand.” 
Peter told him, “You will never, ever, wash my feet!” 
Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.” 
“Lord, not just my feet,” Simon Peter replied, “but also my hands and my 
head!” 

 Jesus told him, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet, 
but his body is completely clean. And you are clean, but not all of 
you.” Indeed, he knew who was going to betray him. That is why he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.” 
After Jesus had washed their feet and put on his outer garment, he reclined 
at the table again. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked 
them.  “You call me Teacher and Lord. You are right, because I am.  Now if I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.  Yes, I have given you an example so that you also would do 
just as I have done for you. 
 

A new commandment I give you: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
so also you are to love one another.  

 
 
CHOIR             Jesus, Source of Life and Pleasure     
Jesus, source of life and pleasure,  
Truest friend and dearest treasure, 
By Your love I am invited,  
By Your love, with love requited. 
From this banquet let me measure,  
Lord, how vast and deep its treasure. 
Through the gifts that here You give me,  
As your guest in heav’n receive me. 

 

 

SERMON Christ’s High Priestly Prayer John 17:24-26 
 
 
SOLO                  When You Woke That Thursday Morning 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS     
Dear friends in Christ, many among us will be endeavoring to receive 
the Lord’s Supper in observance of this Maundy Thursday. This gives us 
occasion, whether receiving the Sacrament or not, to confess our sins. 
For whether in the Sacrament or by word of mouth our Lord Jesus 
desires us to receive the special comfort of His forgiveness and peace. 
 



If we examine ourselves carefully and honestly, we will find nothing in 
us but sin and death from which we can never free ourselves. For this 
reason our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us and has taken on 
Himself our nature so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law 
of God. For our deliverance and salvation He suffered death and all that 
we by our sins have deserved.  He desires to strengthen our faith in 
Him and to spur us on to cheerfully obey His holy will. For this reason, 
He communicates His forgiveness to us verbally through the minister 
and also through the Sacrament. 
It is fitting for us to take special pains to confess our sins and to be 
assured of His forgiveness in remembrance of His passion, His 
sufferings and death and His resurrection.  The Bible says, He was 
handed over to death because of our trespasses and was raised to life 
because of our justification (Romans 4:25). 

 
And now I ask you before God, who searches the heart: 
1) Do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and 
deserve His wrath and punishment?  Then declare so by saying:  
I do confess. 
 

Truly, it is good to confess. Holy Scripture declares, If we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us (1 John 1:8). 
 
2) Do you sincerely repent of all your sins committed in thought, word 
and deed? Then declare so by saying: 
I do repent. 
 

Truly, it is good to repent, as did the penitent sinners: King David, who 
prayed for a contrite heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the sinful woman 
who wiped His feet with her hair; the prodigal son; and others. 
 
3) Do you believe that God, by grace, for Jesus’ sake, will forgive you all 
your sins? Then declare so by saying: 
I do believe. 
 

Truly, it is good so to believe, for Holy Scripture declares: God so loved 
the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).  
 
4) Do you promise that with the aid of the Holy Spirit you will amend 
your sinful life? Then declare so by saying: 

I do promise. 
 

Truly, it is good to make this promise. Christ the Lord says, Let 
your light shine in people’s presence, so that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father who is in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 
 
5) Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of Christ, 
you will receive the forgiveness of all your sins? Then declare so by 
saying: 
I do believe. 
 
As you believe, even so it will be done to you: 
 

God our heavenly, Father has been merciful to us and has given his 
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER 
Gracious Father, you have been merciful to us and have forgiven the 
guilt of our sin. You have given us your peace. We thank you more than 
our words can express. Make our hearts new that we may be able to 
forgive and love each other. Help us live in the way of the new 
command which your Son Jesus gave us in the upper room on Maundy 
Thursday evening.  In His name we ask this, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN Lord Jesus, You Are Going Forth  #126 

“The Soul” =  Congregation at home              “Jesus” =  Minister 
1  (The Soul:) 
Lord Jesus, you are going forth For me your life to offer, 
For me, a sinner from my birth, Who caused all you must suffer. 
So be it, then, My dearest Friend; I follow after, weeping, 
Tears flowing free Your pain to see, Watch o’er your sorrows keeping. 
 
2  (Jesus:) 
O soul, come hither and behold The fruit of your transgression! 
My burden is the curse of old And for your sin my passion. 
Now comes the night Of sin’s dread might; Your guilt I here am 
bearing. 
Oh, weigh it, soul; I make you whole, No need now of despairing. 
 
 
3  (The Soul:) 
’Tis I, Lord Jesus, I confess, Who should have borne sin’s wages 
And lost the peace of heav’nly bliss Through everlasting ages. 
Instead you go To bear the blow, My punishment to carry. 
Your death and blood Lead me to God; By grace I there may tarry. 
 
4  (Jesus:) 
O soul, I take upon me now The pain you should have suffered. 
My death will your release allow; My gift is freely offered. 
The curse I choose That you might lose Sin’s curse and guilt forever. 
My gift of love From heav’n above Will give you blessing ever. 
 
5  (The Soul:) 
What can I for such love divine To you, Lord Jesus, render? 
No merit has this heart of mine; Yet while I live I’ll tender 
Myself alone And all I own In love to serve before you. 
Then when time’s past, Take me at last; In heav’n I shall adore you. 

 


