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WELCOME  
 
INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

EASTER GREETING  
M: Christ is risen!   
C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
HYMN #367,  Christ Be My Leader (Vs. 1) 
 

1  Christ be my leader by night as by day, 

Safe through the darkness, for he is the way. 

Gladly I follow, my future his care; 

Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a 
single will. Make us love what you command and desire what 
you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our 
hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 

FIRST LESSON         1 Kings 18:21-39 

21Then Elijah said to all the people, “How long will you 
stagger around on two crutches? If the LORD is God, follow him. 
If Baal is God, follow him.” But the people did not answer him a 
single word.  

22Then Elijah said to the people, “I am the only one left of 
the LORD’s prophets, but the prophets of Baal total four 
hundred fifty men. 23Provide two bulls for us. Let them choose 
one bull for themselves and cut it up and place it on the 
firewood, but they are not to light the fire. I will prepare the 
other bull and place it on the firewood, but I will not light the 
fire. 24Then you will call on the name of your god, and I will call 
on the name of the LORD. The god who answers with fire, he is 
God.”  

All the people said, “This proposal is good.”  
25Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for 

yourselves one bull, and you go first because there are so many 
of you. Call on the name of your god. But do not light the fire.”  
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26So they took the bull which had been given to them and 
prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from 
morning until noon, “Baal! Answer us!” But there was not a 
sound. No one answered. So they staggered around the altar 
which they had made.  

27When noon came, Elijah mocked them: “Shout louder! He 
is a god, isn’t he? He may be deep in thought or busy or on a 
journey. Perhaps he is asleep and will wake up!” 28So they cried 
out with a loud voice, and according to their practice they cut 
themselves with daggers and spears until their blood flowed. 
29After noon, they kept up a prophetic frenzy until the time of 
the evening sacrifice, but there was no sound. No one 
answered. There was no response.  

30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” So 
they came to him, and he repaired the altar of the LORD, which 
had been torn down. 31Elijah took twelve stones, one for each 
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD 
had come and had proclaimed, “Your name shall be Israel.” 
32He built the stones into an altar in the name of the LORD. 
Around it he made a trench big enough to hold about twenty-
five pounds of seed. 33He arranged the wood, cut up the bull, 
and placed it on the wood.  

Then he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the 
sacrifice and on the wood.” 34Then he said, “Do it again.” So 
they did it again. Then he said, “Do it a third time.” So they did 
it a third time. 35The water flowed all around the altar. It even 
filled the trench.  

36When the time of the evening sacrifice had arrived, Elijah 
the prophet stood up and said, “O LORD, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in 
Israel and that I am your servant and that I have done all these 
things by your word. 37Answer me, LORD! Answer me so that 
this people will know that you, O LORD, are God and that you 
are turning their hearts back to you.”  
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38Fire from the LORD fell on the sacrifice and on the wood, 
the stones, and the dirt. It even licked up the water in the 
trench. 39When all the people saw this, they fell on their knees 
and said, “The LORD, he is God! The LORD, he is God!”  
 
 
HYMN #367,  Christ Be My Leader (Vs. 2) 
 

2  Christ be my teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for he is the truth. 

Grant me to trust him, though shifting as sand. 

Doubt cannot daunt me—in Jesus I stand! 

 
LESSON           1 Peter 2:4-10 

4As you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious, 5you also, like living stones, are 
being built as a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, in order 
to bring spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6For it says in Scripture: 

See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who believes in him will certainly not be 

put to shame. 
7Therefore, for you who believe, this is an honor. But for 

those who do not believe: 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone, 
8and, 

a stone over which they stumble 
and a rock over which they fall. 

Because they continue to disobey the word, they stumble 
over it. And that is the consequence appointed for them. 

9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, the people who are God’s own possession, so that you 
may proclaim the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.  



5 

 

10At one time you were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but now 
you have been shown mercy. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
 
HYMN #367,  Christ Be My Leader (Vs. 3) 
 

3  Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for he is the life. 

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 

Can touch my salvation—with Jesus I reign! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL               John 14:1-12 
 

“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe 
also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many mansions. If it were 
not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for 
you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and take you to be with me, so that you may also be where I 
am. 4You know where I am going, and you know the way.” 

5“Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas 
replied, “so how can we know the way?” 

6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. 
No one comes to the Father, except through me. 7If you know 
me, you would also know my Father. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” 
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8“Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough 
for us.” 

9“Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you 
still do not know me, Philip? The one who has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t 
you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I am telling you I am not speaking on my own, but 
the Father who remains in me is doing his works. 11Believe me 
that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. Or else believe 
because of the works themselves. 

12“Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes in me will 
do the works that I am doing. And he will do even greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life everlasting.  
      Amen. 
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HYMN  #356,You Are the Way; through You Alone (Vss. 1-3) 
 

1  You are the way; through you alone  

Can we the Father find; 

In you, O Christ, has God revealed  

His heart and will and mind. 

 

2  You are the truth; your Word alone  

True wisdom can impart. 

You only can inform the mind  

And purify the heart. 

 

3  You are the life; the empty tomb  

Proclaims your conqu’ring arm, 

And those who put their trust in you  

Not death nor hell shall harm. 

 

 
SERMON            John 14:1-12 

Comfort for Troubled Hearts 
 
 

HYMN  #356,You Are the Way; through You Alone  (Vs. 4) 
 

4  You are the way, the truth, the life;  

Grant us that way to know, 

That truth to keep, that life to win  

Whose joys eternal flow. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Almighty God, we praise and honor your holy name for your 
numerous acts of love and mercy on behalf of your people.  We 
especially thank you for the gift of your one and only Son, who 
has conquered the grave, ascended into heaven and sits at your 
right hand.  We rejoice in the knowledge that He is our 
advocate before your throne and that He intercedes for us in all 
our needs.  For the confidence you give us in Christ, the Way, 
the Truth and the Life…   
 
We thank you Lord.      
 
Send your Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds with 
understanding and knowledge of your heavenly truths.  Give to 
all who serve your holy Church a full measure of your grace 
that Christ may be confessed, his cross uplifted, and his gospel 
declared as the only way to eternal life.  Lord in your mercy… 
 

Hear our prayer.   
 
Bless all parents that they may be wholesome examples to 
their children.  May they teach their children to love you, to 
practice virtue, to desire to pursue instruction in your Word 
and to serve your Church and all people.  Lord in your mercy… 
 
Hear our prayer.   
 
Hear the prayers of all who are afflicted.  In the quiet hours of 
the night when they are weighed down with pain, loneliness, 
and anxiety, bring them strength and hope by assuring them 
that your love endures, your power overcomes, and your 
presence remains constant.  Lord, in your mercy… 
 
Hear our prayer.   
 
Special Prayers  
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As we leave this hour of worship, we give all glory to Jesus.  To 
him be praise and honor and glory and power now and forever.  
In His saving name we pray…   
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN  #153       Alleluia!  Jesus Lives   

1  Alleluia! Jesus lives!  

He is now the living one;  

From the gloomy house of death  

Forth the conqueror has gone,  

Bright foreruner to the skies  

Of his people, yet to rise. 
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2  Jesus lives! Let all rejoice;  

Praise him, ransomed ones of earth. 

Praise him in a nobler song,  

Cherubim of heav’nly birth. 

Praise the Victor-King, whose sway  

Sin and death and hell obey. 

 

3  Jesus lives! Why do you weep?  

Why that sad and frequent sigh? 

He who died our brother here  

Lives our brother still on high, 

Lives forever to bestow  

Blessings on his Church below. 

 

4  Jesus lives! And thus, my soul,  

Life is yours eternally; 

Joined to him, your living head,  

Where he is, you too shall be; 

You with him at his right hand  

Victor over death shall stand. 

 


