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WELCOME  
 
INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

EASTER GREETING  
M: Christ is risen!   
C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
HYMN #496, Glorious in Majesty (Vs. 1) 
 

1 Glorious in majesty, Holy in his praises, 
Jesus, our Savior and our King. 
Born a man, yet God of old, Let us all adore him; 
Filled with his Spirit, let us sing. 

Refrain: 
Living is to love him, Serving him to know his freedom. 
Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 
Come to Jesus now; Go to live his Word, rejoicing. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. 
Inspire us to think those things that are true and long for 
those things that are good, that we may always make our 
petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
 
 
 

FIRST LESSON             Genesis 4:1-16 

The man was intimate with Eve, his wife. She conceived and 
gave birth to Cain. She said, “I have gotten a man with the 
LORD.” 2She also gave birth to Cain’s brother Abel.  

Abel tended sheep, but Cain worked the ground. 3As time 
passed, one day Cain brought an offering to the LORD from the 
fruit of the soil. 4Abel also brought some of the firstborn of his 
flock and their fat portions. The LORD looked favorably on Abel 
and his offering, 5but he did not look favorably on Cain and his 
offering. Cain was very angry, and his face showed it.  

6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why do you 
have that angry look on your face? 7If you do good, will you not 
be lifted up? If you do not do good, sin is crouching at the door. 
It has a strong desire for you, but you must rule over it.”  

8Cain said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s go into the field.” 
When they were in the field, Cain attacked Abel, his brother, 
and killed him.  

9The LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel, your brother?”  
He said, “I don’t know.  Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
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10The LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your 
brother’s blood is crying to me from the soil. 11Now you are 
cursed and sent away from the soil which has opened its 
mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When 
you work the soil, it will no longer give its strength to you. You 
shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.”  

13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is too great for me 
to bear. 14Look, today you have driven me away from the soil. I 
will be hidden from your face, and I will be a fugitive and a 
wanderer on the earth. And whoever finds me will kill me.”  

15The LORD said to him, “No! If anyone kills Cain, he will face 
sevenfold revenge.” And the LORD appointed a sign for Cain, so 
that anyone who found him would not strike him down.  

16Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
HYMN #496, Glorious in Majesty (Vs. 2) 
 
2 Victory he won for us, Freeing us from darkness, 
Dying and rising from the dead. 
Living with the Father now, Yet he is among us; 
We are the body, he the head. 

Refrain 
Living is to love him, Serving him to know his freedom. 
Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 
Come to Jesus now; Go to live his Word, rejoicing. 
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LESSON              1 John 3:13-18 

 

11This is the message you have heard from the beginning: 
Love one another. 12Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the 
Evil One and murdered his brother. And why did he murder 
him? Because his own works were evil, while those of his 
brother were righteous.  

13Do not be surprised, brothers, if the world hates you. 
14We know that we have crossed over from death to life, 
because we love our brothers. The one who does not love 
remains in death. 15Everyone who hates his brother is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
remaining in him. 

 16This is how we have come to know love: Jesus laid down 
his life for us. And we also should lay down our lives for our 
brothers.  

17Whoever has worldly wealth and sees his brother in need 
but closes his heart against him—how can God’s love remain in 
him? 18Dear children, let us love not only with word or with 
our tongue, but also in action and truth. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
 
HYMN #496, Glorious in Majesty (Vs. 3) 
 
3 One in love, as family, Living with each other. 
Gladly we share each other’s pain. 
Yet he will not leave us so; Soon he is returning, 
Taking us back with him to reign. 

Refrain 
Living is to love him, Serving him to know his freedom. 
Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 
Come to Jesus now; Go to live his Word, rejoicing. 
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GOSPEL              John 14:15-21 
 

15“If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you 
forever. 17He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive because it does not see him or know him. You know 
him because he stays with you and will be in you. 

18“I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19In a 
little while the world will see me no longer, but you will see 
me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  

21The one who has my commands and holds on to them is 
the one who loves me. And the one who loves me will be loved 
by my Father. I too will love him and show myself to him.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life everlasting.  
      Amen. 
 
HYMN  #230, Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now (Vss. 1-3) 
 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now;  
Our hearts in true devotion bow. 
Your Spirit send with grace divine,  
And let your truth within us shine. 
 
2 Unseal our lips to sing your praise;  
Our souls to you in worship raise. 
Make strong our faith; increase our light  
That we may know your name aright 
 
3 Until we join the hosts that cry,  
“Hosanna to the Lord most high.” 
Then in the light of that blest place  
We shall behold you face to face. 
 
SERMON           John 14:15-21 
 

Christ Does Not Leave Us As Orphans 
 
 
HYMN  #230, Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now  (Vs. 4) 
 

4 Glory to God the Father, Son,  
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To you, O blessed Trinity,  
Be praise throughout eternity! 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you 
for reconciling us to yourself through the sufferings and death 
of your dear Son.  Through Him we have confidence to enter 
into your presence and to bring you our prayers and petitions.  
For this love beyond all measure that you have shown us…  
 
We thank you Lord.      
 
Out of the infinite bounty of your goodness, grant us a rich 
measure of your Spirit.  Let the love of Christ fill your Church, 
so that it may flourish in all good works.  Help us show love 
and compassion for all who are in need.  Bestow on the nations 
of the earth the knowledge of your mercy, that they may turn 
to you, the only God and find salvation in you.  Lord, in your 
mercy… 
 
Hear our prayer.   
 
Strengthen our faith so that we unfailingly come to you in 
prayer for all our bodily needs.  Give a special measure of your 
power to those who are sorrowful or mourning, to those who 
are in pain or sickness, to those who may be in temptation or 
peril, that they may receive your blessed aid. Lord, in your 
mercy…  
 
Hear our prayer.   
 
Help us patiently endure any chastening and afflictions you 
permit to come into our lives, knowing that you are using them 
in love to prepare us for that joyful communion with you, 
which is ours for all eternity.  Lord in your mercy… 
 
Hear our prayer.   
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Special Prayers  
 
Accept our prayers and intercessions, and provide for all our 
needs not because we are worthy, but for the sake of Jesus our 
Savior, in whose Name we also pray…   
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

HYMN  #332   Go, My Children, with My Blessing    

1 Go, my children, with my blessing,  
Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you;  
You are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river  
I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing— 
You are my own. 
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2  Go, my children, sins forgiven,  
At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you,  
What I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son’s story;  
Here you touched him, saw his glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven,  
At peace and pure. 
 
3  Go, my children, fed and nourished,  
Closer to me; 
Grow in love and love by serving,  
Joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit’s power filled you;  
Here his tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished,  
Joyful and free. 
 
4  I the Lord will bless and keep you  
And give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you  
And give you peace; 
I the Lord will be your Father,  
Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, my children; I will keep you  
And give you peace. 
 
 


