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BRANCHES BAND 

We are blessed to have Branches Band lead our worship 
musically today. To learn more about them, please see the end 
of this worship folder.   
 
 

WELCOME  
 
 
INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

EASTER GREETING  
M: Christ is risen!   
C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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HYMN #169, Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (Vs. 1) 
 

1  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;  
His the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph,  
His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion  
Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation  
Has redeemed us by his blood.” 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you 
ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right hand you 
rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the 
Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we 
may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON          Esther 6:1-14 

That night the king could not sleep, so he ordered that the 
chronicles, the record of the memorable events of his reign, be 
brought to him. These accounts were read to the king.  

2They found the account about the incident when Mordecai 
had reported Bigthan and Teresh, the king’s two eunuchs who 
had controlled access to the entrance to the palace, who had 
tried to assassinate King Xerxes.  

3The king said, “What honor and recognition has been given 
to Mordecai for this?”  Then the servants of the king who were 
attending him said, “Nothing has been done for him.”  

4The king said, “Who is in the court?” Just then Haman had 
come to the outer court of the king’s palace to speak to the king 
about hanging Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared 
for him.  
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5The king’s servants said to him, “Look, Haman is standing 
in the court.” The king said, “Have him come in.”  

6When Haman came in, the king said to him, “What should 
be done to honor the man with whom the king is pleased?”  

Haman said in his heart, “Who could there be that the king 
would be more pleased to honor than me?”  

7Haman said to the king, “The man whom the king is 
pleased to honor 8should be clothed with garments that the 
king has worn. He should be given a horse on which the king 
has ridden, and crowned with a crown that has been on the 
king’s head.  

9These clothes and this horse should be delivered by one of 
the highest ranking noblemen of the king. They should dress 
up the man whom the king is pleased to honor and let him ride 
on the horse in the public square of the city. Walking in front of 
him, they will proclaim, “This is what is done for the man 
whom the king is pleased to honor.”  

10The king said to Haman, “Hurry! Take the clothing and the 
horse just as you have said, and do this for Mordecai the Jew, 
who sits in the gatehouse of the king. Do not leave out a thing 
from whatever you have said.”  

11Haman took the clothing and the horse, clothed Mordecai, 
had him ride through the public square of the city, and 
proclaimed before him, “This is what is done for the man 
whom the king is pleased to honor.”  

12Mordecai returned to the king’s gate, but Haman hurried 
to his home, mourning, with his head covered. 13Haman 
reported all this to Zeresh his wife and to all his friends.  

His advisors and Zeresh his wife said to him, “If Mordecai, 
before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish descent, you 
will not overcome him. Instead, you will surely fall before him.”  

14While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs 
arrived and rushed Haman to the banquet that Esther had 
prepared.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
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HYMN #169, Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (Vs. 2) 
 
2  Alleluia! Bread of heaven,  
Here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful  
Flee to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,  
Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless  
Sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
LESSON           Colossians 3:1-4 

 

Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God. 2Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. 
3For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When 
Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with 
him in glory. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
 
HYMN #169, Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (Vs. 3) 
 
3  Alleluia! Not as orphans  
Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us;  
Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him  
When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise:  
“I am with you evermore”? 
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GOSPEL              Luke 24:44-53 
 

44He said to them, “These are my words, which I spoke to 
you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that 
is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms.” 

45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 
46He said to them, “This is what is written and so it must be: 
The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in 
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things. 49Look, I am sending you what my 
Father promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high.” 

50He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted 
up his hands and blessed them. 51And while he was blessing 
them, he parted from them and was taken up into heaven. 52So 
they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
53They were continually in the temple courts, praising and 
blessing God. Amen. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

HYMN  #170, Draw Us to Thee  
Branches band will sing the first verse.  The congregation joins in 
the remaining verses.   
 
1  Draw us to thee,  
For then shall we 
Walk in thy steps forever 
And hasten on  
Where thou art gone 
To be with thee, dear Savior. 
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2  Draw us to thee,  
Lord, lovingly; 
Let us depart with gladness 
That we may be  
Forever free 
From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 
 
3  Draw us to thee;  
Oh, grant that we 
May walk the road to heaven! 
Direct our way  
Lest we should stray 
And from thy paths be driven. 
 
4  Draw us to thee  
That also we 
Thy heav’nly bliss inherit 
And ever dwell  
Where sin and hell 
No more can vex our spirit. 
 
5  Draw us to thee  
Unceasingly; 
Into thy kingdom take us. 
Let us fore’er  
Thy glory share; 
Thy saints and joint heirs make us. 
 
 
SERMON           Esther 6:1-14 
 

God’s Right Hand behind the Scenes  
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CONFESSION OF FAITH         CREDO  

HYMN  #270, We All Believe in One True God  

 
1  We all believe in one true God,  
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present help in need,  
Praised by all the heav’nly host, 
By whose mighty pow’r alone  
All is made and wrought and done. 
 
2  We all believe in Jesus Christ,  
Son of God and Mary’s Son, 
Who descended from his throne  
And for us salvation won, 
By whose cross and death are we  
Rescued from all misery. 
 
3  We all confess the Holy Ghost,  
Who from both fore’er proceeds, 
Who upholds and comforts us  
In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blessed, holy Trinity,  
Hear our praise eternally! 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s  
majesty, power, and glory and now reign as eternal King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 
 

We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and 
hell. 
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O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the 
precious gospel message of God’s love for all the world. 
 

Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and 
success to our efforts. 
 
O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his 
own dear children and heirs. Defend us against Satan’s every 
accusation. Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our everyday 
lives. 
 

Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf. 
 
O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations 
that they may serve the best interest of your Church. 
 

You are our Lord, Master, and King. 
 
Special Prayers  
 
As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift 
our eyes daily to look for your coming again in glory. 
 

Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to  
his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my body, which is  
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  
Drink from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  

DISTRIBUTION  

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  
 

HYMN  #171, A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  

Branches band will sing the first verse.  The congregation joins in 
the remaining verses.   
 

1  A hymn of glory let us sing!  
New songs throughout the world shall ring: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod,  
Ascends unto the throne of God. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2  The holy apostolic band  
Upon the Mount of Olives stand, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
And with his followers they see  
Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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3  To them the shining angels cry,  
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
“This is the Savior,” thus they say.  
“This is his glorious triumph day.” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
4  “You see him now, ascending high  
Up to the portals of the sky.” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see  
Returning in great majesty.” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
5  Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,  
And be our future great reward. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Then, throned with you forever, we  
Shall praise your name eternally. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
6  O risen Christ, ascended Lord,  
All praise to you let earth accord. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run,  
With Father and with Spirit one. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
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PRAYER 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat and to drink in 
this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 
nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will 
receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN  #173   On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

Branches band will sing the first verse.  The congregation joins in 
the remaining verses.   
 

1  On Christ’s ascension I now build  
The hope of my ascension. 
This hope alone has always stilled  
All doubt and apprehension; 
For where the head is, there as well  
I know his members are to dwell 
When Christ shall come and call them. 
 
2  Since Christ returned to claim his throne,  
Great gifts for me obtaining, 
My heart shall rest in him alone,  
No other rest remaining, 
For where my treasure went before,  
There all my thoughts shall ever soar 
To still their deepest yearning. 
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3  Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me,  
Recalling your ascension, 
That I may serve you faithfully,  
Adorning your redemption; 
And then, when all my days will cease,  
Let me depart in joy and peace 
In answer to my pleading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Branches Band 
Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches...” (John 15:5) 
Branches Band, a Milwaukee-based music group, uses their 
love for music to identify the Savior of the world: Jesus! From 
ancient hymns to modern songs, from guitars and piano to 
percussion and vocal harmonies, the truth of God’s love and 
grace is at the root of the Branches Band ministry. 
 
Branches Band travels all over the United States and Canada 
with their repertoire including hundreds of hymns and songs. 
Branches Band has served over 550 WELS and ELS 
congregations by offering Christian concerts, assisting with 
worship, and developing music resources for today’s church 
leaders and worship teams. 
For more information, visit the Branches Band website 
(www.branchesband.com), or visit them on Facebook at 
(www.facebook.com/branchesband).  
 

There will be a free-will door offering after the service to 
support the ministry of Branches Band. Feel free to visit their 
display in the entryway for more information, CDs, and sheet 
music that Branches Band has produced.  
 

http://www.branchesband.com/
http://www.facebook.com/branchesband
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“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do 
you stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus, who has been taken 

from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen 

him go into heaven.” 
~ Acts 1:11 
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Welcome to our Guests!   

We’re so glad you are here today!  

 

We would love to continue to serve you with 
God’s Word.   We welcome you to write your 
name and best way to contact you below and 
give this page or this whole folder to an usher, 
pastor, or place it on the back counter.  You 
may also contact us at any time to let us know 
how we might serve you!  (See contact info on 
the back side cover of this folder) 
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Mission Statement 
As men, women and children united in faith and worship by the 
Word of God, we are committed to making disciples, using the 
gospel to win the lost for Christ, and nurturing believers for 
Christian service, all to the glory of God. 

  
Recorded Service Times 

Television: Sunday 9:00 am  
channel 98 analog; channel 983 digital 

TDS channel 13 
The Most Recent Service is also on our Website Homepage: 

       www.peacewels.org 
 

Church Office: (608) 837-5346   church.office@peacewels.org 

School Office: (608) 834-1200   school.office@peacewels.org 

Pastor Shaun Arndt     shaun.arndt@peacewels.org 

Pastor Luke Werre      luke.werre@peacewels.org 

Principal Kyle Raymond     kyle.raymond@peacewels.org 

Early Childhood Director Kirsten Duin   kirsten.duin@peacewels.org 

  

 


