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Pentecost 8 

My Word Will Not Return to Me Empty 
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
July 26, 2020 

WELCOME!  

We love that you are here today!  Our service is printed for you in its entirety in 
this worship folder.  Or you can follow along as the service is projected on the 
front wall. 

 
Restrooms are located in the hallways to the right as you exit the worship 
space, as well as across the hallway as you enter into the school hall.       

 

Quiet room  If you have a young child or nursing infant and are in need of 
a quiet place which still allows you to see/hear the service you may use the 
library in the back of this worship space. 

 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

God’s Word is powerful. It always accomplishes God’s purposes. It will work faith. 
It will produce believers. This is God’s promise in Isaiah. God revealed the same 
truth to the apostle Paul in Acts 18 by informing him, I have many people in this 
city. The parable of the sower makes it personal. God desires that His Word will 
produce fruits of faith in our lives. 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR PRACTICE OF “CLOSE COMMUNION” 

Christ says the Sacrament is an expression of unity (1 Co 10:16-17). We WANT to be 
unified with you on the basis of Christ and His doctrine! Honesty compels us to 
ask you to WAIT before communing with us: 1) until you’ve had a chance to find 
out what we teach; 2) until you make your unity with us evident by membership at 
Peace. Regular classes are conducted for this purpose (837-5346). WELS & ELS 
guests please sign a Connection Card and give it to an usher before communing.  
Thank you. 
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O LITTLE FLOCK, DO NOT BE FRIGHTENED 

Verse 4 of the opening hymn, “Where Your Treasure Is,” based on Luke 12:22-34, 
was composed by Pastor Michael Schultz.  He is the pastor overseeing the project 
of designing the new hymnal for the WELS.  This hymnal should be published in a 
year or perhaps two. 

WORDS TO PONDER 

Why not take this worship folder home and use it during the week?  You can 
reread the Scripture lessons or the words to the hymns.  The opening hymn is 
especially encouraging.  The distribution hymn, “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table,” 
is profound and comforting. It will be a good tool to help you process what 
happened when you received the Sacrament this morning. 

 

SAM SAYS THANKS 

Good Day to All, 
I am now home and wish to thank the pastors for their prayers and visit in the 
hospital.  I also want the thank all congregation members who sent get well cards 
indicating they were praying for me.  I especially thank God for sustaining me 
through my various ordeals. 
Yours in Christ, 
Sam Calvin 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
  

Presider  .......................................................................................... Rev. Luke C. Werre 
Organist ........................................................................................... Mrs. Jennifer Were 
Vocalists ..................................................... Maria Were; Emily Mandler; Jada Gresens 
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OPENING HYMN Where Your Treasure Is | 757 

The congregation will sing the refrain; a vocalist will sing the verses. 

  

 
1  What do you gain from all your worry,  
What you should eat or what to wear?  
There is no peace in stress or hurry.  
Do you not know that you are held within God’s care?  Refrain  
 

2  Look at the ravens high above you.  
They do not work their whole life through,  
And yet God feeds them and protects them.  
So how much more will God protect and care for you?  Refrain 
 

3  Behold the lilies in their splendor.  
In grace and beauty they are dressed,  
And yet so soon their bloom is faded.  
So how much more will those who look to God be blessed?  Refrain 
 

4  O little flock, do not be frightened;  
Yours is the kingdom of the Lord.    
Give your possessions to the needy;     
Obtain a treasure in God’s heaven safely stored.  Refrain 
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PLEASE STAND 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

 
 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

Lord Jesus, your Word says that whoever claims to be without sin only deceives himself. 
But if we confess our sins, you are faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Therefore, as we are about to receive the 
Sacrament of your body and blood, we confess that we are by nature sinful and have 
sinned against you in thoughts, words and actions. We have done what you have 
forbidden. We have not done what you have commanded. We have even failed to take 
you seriously. But your Word of assurance prompts us to ask with confidence: 

Lord, have mercy on us.  

Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that 
you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 
 

 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
 
 

THE WORD 
 
 
FIRST LESSON      Isaiah 55:10-13 

10Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky  
and do not return there  
unless they first water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout,  
so that it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  
11in the same way my word that goes out from my mouth  
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will not return to me empty.  
Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please,  
and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it.  
12Yes, you will go out with joy,  
and in peace you will be carried along.  
The mountains and the hills will break out in shouts of joy before you,  
and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.  
13Instead of thorns, a fir tree will grow up.  
Instead of briers, a myrtle tree will grow up.  
This will make a name for the LORD.  
It will serve as an everlasting sign that will not be cut off.  
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 

Father in heaven, you have promised that your Word will never return to you empty, 
but accomplish the purpose for which you sent it. Cause your Word to accomplish your 
purposes among us so that we may always remain in your grace. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 
 
 

SECOND LESSON           Acts 18:1-11 

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he found a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them. 3Because he had the same 
occupation, he stayed and worked with them, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4Every 
Sabbath he led a discussion in the synagogue, trying to persuade both Jews and Greeks.  

5When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was entirely devoted to 
preaching the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6But when they opposed 
Paul and slandered him, he shook out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be on your own 
heads! I am innocent. From now on, I will go to the Gentiles!”  

7He left that place and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshipper of 
God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8Crispus, the synagogue leader, believed in 



7 

 

the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians, when they heard, 
believed and were baptized.  

9One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid, but keep on speaking, and 
do not be silent. 10For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, because I 
have many people in this city.” 11He stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of 
God among them.  

 
 
 

PRAYER 

Father in heaven, you know whom you will call by your Gospel to eternal life. Give us 
hearts to respond to your Gospel call and keep us in the faith. Use us to spread your 
Gospel so that your saving work may be accomplished here in Sun Prairie. In Jesus’ 
name, 

Amen. 

 
 
 
PLEASE STAND 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2A large crowd gathered 
around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the people stood on the shore. 
3He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower went out to sow. 4As he sowed, 
some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, 
where it did not have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up, because the soil was not deep. 
6But when the sun rose, the seed was scorched. Because it had no root, it withered away. 7Other 
seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and choked it. 8But some seed fell on good ground 
and produced grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was 
sown. 9Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

18“So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what has been 
sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the path. 20The seed that was sown on 
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rocky ground is the person who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he is 
not deeply rooted and does not endure. When trouble or persecution comes because of the 
word, he immediately falls away. 22The seed that was sown among the thorns is the one who 
hears the word, but the worry of this world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and 
it produces no fruit. 23But the seed that was sown on the good ground is the one who continues 
to hear and understand the word. Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a hundred, some 
sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown.” 
 
 
 

PRAYER 

Father in heaven, you spread your saving Word recklessly to all whether it is accepted 
or not. Cause your Word to produce abundant fruits of faith in our lives and keep us in 
your salvation. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 
 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hymn of the Day will be sung by a vocalist. The congregation is invited to join in the 
final line of each verse (shaded in gray).  The congregation will sing the entire final verse. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Thy Strong Word | 280 
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SERMON Matthew 13:18-23 
 

THEME: “Miracle Grow: A Picture of the Power of Christ’s Word” 
 

 

 
 
 
PLEASE STAND WHEN PRESIDER INDICATES 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  now and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

Amen. 
 
 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
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PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION          

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN    I Come, O Savior, to Your Table | 310 

A vocalist will sing the verses.  The congregation will sing the refrain. 

 

Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members 
of Peace and churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see 
inside the front cover of this bulletin.  Thank you. 
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6) Weary am I and heavy laden; 
With sin my soul is sore oppressed. 
Receive me graciously and gladden 
My heart, for I am now your guest. 
Refrain 
 
7) Who can condemn me now? For surely 
The Lord is near, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely 
With Jesus I to heaven rise 
Refrain 
 
8) Though death may threaten with disaster, 
It cannot rob me of my cheer, 
For he who is of death the master 
With help and strength is always near. 
Refrain 

 
 

 
PLEASE STAND WHEN PRESIDER INDICATES 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may this true body and blood of your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in the true faith into life everlasting. Your sins are forgiven. The peace of 
God is with you!   

Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
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Church Office: (608) 837-5346  church.office@peacewels.org 

School Office: (608) 834-1200  school.office@peacewels.org 

Pastor Shaun Arndt   shaun.arndt@peacewels.org 

Pastor Luke Werre    luke.werre@peacewels.org 

Principal Kyle Raymond   kyle.raymond@peacewels.org 

Early Childhood Director Kirsten Duin   kirsten.duin@peacewels.org 

The cover image is from Paramentics.com done by Ian Welch © 2013. All Rights reserved. 
Used by permission 

 

Mission Statement 

As men, women and children united in faith and worship by the Word of God, we are 
committed to making disciples, using the gospel to win the lost for Christ, and 

nurturing believers for Christian service, all to the glory of God. 
 

Service Times 
Sunday 8:00 & 9:30 am; Monday 6:30 pm 

Television: Sunday 9:00 am  

channel 98 analog; channel 983 digital 
TDS channel 13 

 

The most recent service is also on our website homepage: 
www.peacewels.org 

1007 Stonehaven Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
 


