
1 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
September 13, 2026 

WELCOME!  

We love that you are here today!  Our service is printed for you in this worship 
folder.  Or you can follow the projections on the front wall. 
 

Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right as you exit the worship space, as 
well as across the hall as you enter into the school. 

 

Quiet room  Parents may use the library in the back of this worship space which 
still enables you to hear/see the service. 

 

A Connection Card and pen are found in the pocket of the chair in front of you.  
Time will be provided to fill it out during the service. You may drop it in the wicker 
basket along the wall after the service. 

THEME:  PENTECOST 16  
FORGIVE US OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US 

The main point of our Christian faith is not to live a good life. It is to receive God’s 
forgiveness resulting from Christ’s sufferings and death on the cross.  Indeed, the 
worship service is bedecked throughout with pleas for God’s mercy - which can only 
come to us because of Jesus’ sacrifice.  As we have received God’s forgiveness in the 
wrapping paper of words and sacraments, how can we not forgive those who have 
sinned against us?  They don’t deserve it, yes, but neither do we. 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR PRACTICE OF “CLOSE COMMUNION” 

Christ says the Sacrament is an expression of unity (1 Co 10:16-17). We WANT to be 
unified with you on the basis of Christ and His doctrine! Honesty compels us to ask 
you to WAIT before communing with us: 1) until you’ve had a chance to find out 
what we teach; 2) until you make your unity with us evident by membership at 
Peace. Regular classes are conducted for this purpose (837-5346). WELS & ELS 
guests please sign a Connection Card and give it to an usher before communing.  
Thank you. 
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INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF 

Today is “orientation day” for Sunday School.  At the end of the 8:00 and 
beginning of the 10:30 services we will publicly install the Sunday School staff in 
their ministry roles.  They are: 

PreK & K =  Amanda Thiede  - Mina Matson 

Grades 1&2 = Michelle Luckmann – Lisa Beauclaire 

Grades 3&4 Angie Ertl – Missy Derr 

Grades 5&6 Nate Metzger – Bailey Dobbratz 

Grades 7&8 Ben Bilitz – Andrea Kratz 

Music Jenny Werre 

Toddler Travels         Amy Larson 

Sunday School Coordinator      Andrea Kratz 

Family Ministry Board Chairman      Matt Lemke 

Please pray that the Lord will grant us a successful and fruitful Sunday School 
ministry. 

PASTOR ARNDT GUEST PREACHING 

This Sunday, Pastor Arndt is guest preaching for the 50th anniversary of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Holmen, WI where he had served as pastor for 12 years 
before he came to Peace. 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
  

Presider .......................................................................................... Rev. Luke C. Werre 
Communion Assistant .. 8:00 Principal Steve White;  10:30 Teacher Kevin Proeber 
Accompanist ............ Mrs. Sarah Bilitz (Sunday); Mrs. Monica Wintrone (Monday) 
Pre-Service Piano (Sunday) ........................ Mrs. Sarah Bilitz & Mrs. Cathy Gresens 
Projection Slides ....................................................................................... Kayla Frank 

 



3 

THE COMMON SERVICE 
 
 

Preservice Piece –  “As the Deer”  
 
10:30 Service – INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF 
 
 
OPENING HYMN With the Lord Begin Your Task | CW 776 

  

 

 

 
 

 
Text: Morgen- und Abend-segen, Waldenburg, 1734, abr.; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt.   Tune: Peter Frank, 1616–1675 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710622   Tune: Public domain 
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Please stand 
 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 

 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray… Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and 
abundantly provide for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy, 
and teach us also to be merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and 
judging only ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 
Please be seated 

 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph 
will hate us and will pay us back in full for all of the evil that we did to him.” 
 16They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your father commanded us, 
17‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the offense of your brothers and their sin, because 
they did evil to you.”’ Now, please forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your 
father.” 
 Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
 18His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they said, “See now, we are 
your servants.” 
 19Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20You meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to pass and to keep many people alive, 
as it is this day. 21Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will nourish you and your little ones.” He 
comforted them and spoke to them in a kind way. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 51b 

 
 

O Lord, open my lips,  
 and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 
Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me,  
 and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
 
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;  
 you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  
 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  Refrain 
 
Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
 and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 
Do not cast me from your presence  
 or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation  
 and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  
 and sinners will turn back to you. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain 
 
 
 

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 4:29—5:2 

 29Do not let any unwholesome talk come from your mouths. Say only what is beneficial 
when there is a need to build up others, so that it will be a blessing to those who hear. 30Do 
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get 
rid of every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and slander, along with every kind of 
malice. 32Instead, be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as 
God in Christ has forgiven us. 
 1Therefore, be imitators of God as his dearly loved children. 2And walk in love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself for us, as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
Please stand 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia.  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another,   

just as God in Christ has forgiven us.  Alleluia. (Ep 4:32) 
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21–35 
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:  

 
 

 21Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must I forgive my brother 
when he sins against me? As many as seven times?” 
 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as many as seventy-seven times. 23For 
this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24When he began to settle them, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him. 25Because the man was not able to pay the debt, his master ordered that he 
be sold, along with his wife, children, and all that he owned to repay the debt. 
 26“Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, ‘Master, be patient with 
me, and I will pay you everything!’ 27The master of that servant had pity on him, released him, 
and forgave him the debt. 
 28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him one 
hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began choking him, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 
 29“So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will 
pay you back!’ 30But he refused. Instead he went off and threw the man into prison until he 
could pay back what he owed. 
 31“When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very distressed. They went 
and reported to their master everything that had taken place. 
 32“Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt when you begged me to. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow servant just as 
I had mercy on you?’ 34His master was angry and handed him over to the jailers until he could 
pay back everything he owed. 
 35“This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one of you forgives his 
brother from his heart.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
Please be seated 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is,  
        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Where Charity and Love Prevail | CW 727 

 



12 

SERMON Genesis 50:15-21 

When Forgiveness Wins 
 
 

Please stand when presider indicates 
 
 
 

CREATE IN ME 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

Heavenly Father, help us to take to heart that your Son died for each of us personally. Give 
us the realization that you made it personal to us in Holy Baptism.  Relieve our troubled 
consciences from the guilt of sin and the fear of judgment. Help us not to lose courage 
because of our sinful and guilty lives; rather, give us the confidence that your forgiveness 
is higher and broader and stronger than all our being.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Teach us, dear Father, that, like Peter, we must sink in the water whenever we take our 
eyes from your Son. Lift from our souls the burden of sin, that with joyful hearts we may 
do and endure all things and live and die fully confident of your mercy. Fill us with a sense 
of grace that we may gladly forgive all those who harm us.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Protect us, Father, from becoming proud over all our doing and busyness. Help all people 
to know your grace, especially those who are struggling with death or who are tempted 
to despair. Comfort them, and give them your peace.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Intercessory Prayers 

For these and all other things we need, we pray as Jesus has taught us… 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

A musical offering follows–for meditating on the sermon and signing Connection Cards. 

Offering plates are by the doors.  You may use the QR code to give an  
electronic offering.   

 

 
Please stand 

 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with 
them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 
join their glorious song:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

Please be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION   

  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Blest Be the Tie That Binds | CW 730 

 His Mercy Is More | CW 579 

 
 
Please stand when presider indicates 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in the true faith into life everlasting. Your sins are forgiven. The peace of 
God is with you. 

Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 
 
SONG OF SIMEON 

 

Please respect our practice of “Close Communion,” meaning we commune members 
of Peace and churches affiliated with Peace. For further explanation, please see inside 
the front cover of this worship folder.  Thank you.  
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PRAYER 

We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 

 
8:00 Service  - INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF 
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